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INTRODUCTION TO ADVENT AT HOM:

Advent through Epiphany, Dec. 1,2024-Jan. 6, 2025

TOGETHER ON THE JOURNEY

Journeying is a popular metaphor in today’s culture, and for good reason.
The metaphor reminds us that it's not just the destination that matters.
The paths that take us from here to there, with all the twists and turns
and detours and traveling companions, are just as important. This year's
theme, developed for “Leader” magazine, frames Advent as a journey.
Scripture from the Narrative Lectionary will guide us on a persistent
journey with God and with one another. In this season, the communal
journey takes us to the manger, but we recognize that this is just a first
stop. Immanuel, God with us, in the form of an infant named Jesus, joins
us on an eternal journey. And as the writers of “Leader” series say, “Like
a threefold cord, we are stronger when we walk with God and others
‘together on the journey.”

WHAT IS ADVENT?

« It is a season of waiting and preparation, during which we recreate the
longing people felt before the birth of Jesus. Christians prepare for the
celebration of Jesus’ birth by remembering their longing for a Messiah.

- The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word “adventus”, which means
“‘coming” or "visit" During the Advent season, we keep in mind both
“advents” of Christ: the first one in Bethlehem and the second one yet to
come.

- During Advent, we move from darkness to light — right at the time of
the year when the days are reaching their shortest in the northern
hemisphere, and when the world is going from light to darkness leading
up to the winter solstice. We don't do this to equate light with goodness
and darkness, with evil. Rather, light is a symbol of illumination, helping
us to see more clearly.



WHY CELEBRATE ADVENT?

- The four weeks of Advent help us make sure we are making Christmas
about Jesus and more than a present-opening party.

- Living in the Advent season slows us down and helps us remember that
December is not just about our frantic preparations for Christmas.

- Advent is the beginning of the Christian calendar, and walking through
Advent gives shape to our entire year.

HOW TO USE THIS WORSHIP GUIDE

- This resource accompanies the worship planning materials in “Leader”
magazine. The themes and Scriptures are the same, which will connect
your worship at home to your worship at church. If your congregation
is not following the Leader resource, that's not a problem; this worship
guide will still make sense to you.

- Rather than using the typical Revised Common Lectionary scriptures,
this year's Scripture passages are taken from the Narrative Lectionary.
While some of the stories will still be familiar, they're not the Scriptures
most of us are used to hearing during Advent.

« This guide refers to the “Shine On” and “Peace Table” story Bibles from
MennoMedia. If you have these resources, you can find correlating
stories in them. If you don't have them, it won't be a problem. Reading
straight from the Bible or from another story Bible is also great!

- This guide refers to the “Voices Together” songbook which is from
MennoMedia. Again, having this songbook is not necessary for using this
resource.

« This guide can be used weekly, daily, or a combination of both.
« Choose the rituals and ideas that are helpful for your household and

skip the ones that aren’t. To remind you that you can choose what works
for your household, there are empty checkboxes next to each option.



- There is no need for perfection; aim for persistence. If “daily” means
“every few days,’ that's OK!

« Fit these materials into your schedule. If the only thing your household
can manage is a daily lighting of candles, singing a song, or saying a quick
prayer, that is enough!

THE ADVENT WREATH

Create your own version of an Advent wreath that looks similar to this:

- The traditional Advent wreath includes evergreens arranged in a circle
with three purple candles and a pink candle, all the same size, lining the
inside edge of that circle. One taller white candle is set in the middle of
the circle.

- The wreath is circular, like God's eternal love. It has no beginning and no
end.

- Wreaths are traditionally dressed with evergreens, symbolizing endless
life and rebirth. Since actual evergreens are highly flammable, consider
using some artificial greenery, or decorate your wreath in a different
way.

- The purple candles represent both repentance and royalty, and the pink
candle, used the third week, is Mary's candle.

- We often use a word for each week of Advent, as we light each candle.
Week 1is "hope,’ week 2 is “peace;’ week 3 is “joy” and week 4 is “love”



. The white candle in the center is the "Christ candle”

- There are many stories recounting the history and symbolism of the
Advent wreath, and even multiple colors that are used. If you're
intrigued, look it up!

- Pathway wreath option: One simple way to tie your wreath into this
year's theme is to create pathways in it. Using small rocks, create paths
from one candle to the next, moving around the circle, and finally to the
Christ candle.

ADVENT HIKE

Discern a regular time that you will journey on a hike. This could be daily,
three times per week, once per week. Just make it regular! There are
endless variations for this ritual, and here are a few ideas to get you started.

How/where to hike:

- Walking doesn't work for all of us. Your hike might take the form of sitting
and observing the journeys of those around you — from people to leaves

to birds.

- If it's difficult for you to leave your home, there are all kinds of virtual hikes
online. This playlist has hours upon hours of lovely trails.

- Hike your neighborhood, a local trail or your city streets.

- Hike your home or a local indoor walking area. Shopping malls and
churches can be interesting places to take a walk!

- Hike the same place every time or try out new places.

- For many of us, it's not exactly hiking weather. Make safe choices about
when to be outside.

Hiking Companions: Remember, the theme is “Together on the journey!


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbWPytS1GWJKR7K-l8WRXtdhksrGzGz0m

Find some hiking companions.

- Ask someone to hike regularly with you.

- Change it up, and hiking with different companions each week.
- Join your household with another for regular hikes.

- Let your companions be anyone you meet along the way. Be open to
others and see who God will place along your path.

- Hike with Jesus — imagine Jesus coming alongside you for your hike,
influencing how you see the world around you. Chat with Jesus. Imagine
Jesus at various ages - what would it be like to take a walk with toddler
Jesus one day and, then, with 33-year-old Jesus another day?

Hiking as a spiritual practice: Simply getting out into God's world is a

spiritual practice. But here are some additional ways to encounter God on

the journey.

- Be mindful. Notice God's creativity and rich variety, the textures and
sounds and layers of the world around you.

- Read or recite Scripture as you hike.

- Recite Psalm 23, The Lord's Prayer, or another prayer you have
memorized, as you move. See how it works in you.

- Notice the many different paths you could take. Alter your route
occasionally.

« Ask the Spirit to open your senses, then follow your curiosity.

- Sing as you hike.



TRACING PATHWAYS

Many households may start and end their day in the same place, but
the daily journey might take household members on very different
paths. Share the stories of your journeys each day. Choose one of these
methods, or make up your own!

« In the morning, ask, “Where will your journey take you today?" Share
where you think the day will take you, both literally and figuratively.

« In the evening, ask, “Where did your journey take you today?” or “Did
today's journey take you anywhere unexpected?” Share about where
the day took you and how that was the same or different from what you
expected.

« Ask, “When did you sense Jesus with you on today's journey?”

CLEARING THE PATH FOR THE JOURNEY

The month of December can quickly become chaotic. There are pressures
to do things certain ways, to keep traditions, to go to a lot of extra

events, to travel and to make things special, not to mention the weird
family dynamics that seem to assert themselves around the holidays.
Some of these pressures are out of our hands, but we do have some
control over at least some of them. Before you dive into the season, sit
down as a household and prioritize. List out the many calls for your time
and attention that are going to come your way. Discern which are non-
negotiable, which really aren't necessary and which give life and joy.

Ask, “How do we clear our path so that we can be present on this journey
toward the birth of Jesus?”



JOURNEY TO THE MANGER

This is a simple daily or weekly ritual that people of all ages have found
meaningful. It's a visual way to anticipate the birth of Christ.

1. Set up a simple, unadorned nativity creche. Maybe you have a
nativity structure you want to use, but this could also be
something you create.

a. "Simple and unadorned” is enough! But if you want an extra
challenge, you could decorate the créche a little more each
week to prepare it for Jesus.

2. Place Mary and Joseph somewhere in your home to the north
of the manger and place the Magi somewhere to the east. Hide
Jesus for now.

3. Each day of Advent, move Mary and Joseph a little closer to the
manger, letting them land at the manger on Dec. 24.

4. You may want to also place your shepherds nearby, instead of at
the manger, so that you can move them in to worship Jesus on
Christmas Day.

5. On Dec. 25, Christmas Day, add Jesus to the manger.

6. After Christmas, begin moving the Magi closer each day, letting
them arrive to worship Jesus on Jan. 6, Epiphany.

Note: If you don't have a nativity set, make a simple one! You can paint
rocks for different characters or create them out of sticks or clothespins
and fabric scraps. Find a free downloadable nativity set to print on paper
and cut out, or use other child-friendly nativity set options.



WEEKLY WORSHIP RITUAL

Two Scripture passages will be listed for each week. We encourage you
to read both of them at some point during the week! The weekly worship
ritual will focus on one of the Scripture passages each week.

- Connect to the "big story!” We begin by remembering that the Bible tells
one big story that leads to Jesus. By reading this section each week, we
can learn where this week'’s Scripture belongs in the bigger story.

« Tell the story. Read the Scripture passage from your Bible and/or a
corresponding version in a story Bible.

- Talk about it. Choose a few “Talk about it” prompts, provided in this
guide, to explore.

- If you're doing the Advent hike, you may want to make part of this
weekly ritual, or maybe you'll opt to do that at a different time during
the week.

« If you want to end your time in a more reflective manner, listen to some
music together. Each week’s ritual has a music idea or two to get you
started.

DAILY WORSHIP RITUAL

- Light the candle(s) of the Advent wreath, saying aloud the
corresponding Advent word.

- Optional: Read one, or part of one, of the week’s Scripture passages, or
read the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:1-20.

« Optional: Complete the “Journey to the manger” ritual.

- Optional: Complete the “Tracing pathways” ritual.

- Optional: Sing one of the week's suggested songs. Or let someone in
the household choose a song they would like to sing.

« Pray the simple suggested weekly prayer or another prayer of your
choosing.

« Blow out the candles. Maybe you would like to sing a song here. "He
Came Down" (#239 "Voices Together” and #31 “Sing the
Journey”) is a simple song that can be altered for each
week, by using that week's Advent word in the lyrics. For example, the
first week’s version would be, "He came down that we may have
hope .."






TOGETHER ov e Journey

HOPE IN ROCKY TIMES

Advent week 1, beginning Dec. 1

Advent word of the week: Hope
Focus scripture: Daniel 6:6-27
Additional lectionary Scriptures: Luke 23:1-5

WEEKLY WORSHIP RITUAL

[[]Connect to the "big story”:

God created a good world. We were created to live peacefully, but
we often miss the mark. When that happens, we have to deal with
the consequences, but God sticks with us. Our whole story is a story
of God sticking with us. In the Bible, God called Abraham and Sarah'’s
family to be a blessing to the earth, and even when they missed the
mark, God stuck with them. When the people of God were in slavery
and cried out to God, God stuck with them, by sending Moses to
lead them. When the people of God had a hard time understanding
how to live out God's law of love in community, God sent leaders like
Joshua, judges like Deborah and prophets like Samuel to bring the
people back to God.

The people wanted to be ruled by kings. Things didn't always go well
under kings, and the kingdom divided in two. Both of these kingdoms
were eventually invaded by other nations. Some of the people were
taken away into exile, and some were left in the ruins of the land. God
continued to stick with the people, often through calling prophets and
other leaders, who pointed the people back to God and back to a
community of shalom.

[] Tell the story: Daniel 6:6-27

Read “Shine On" p. 150-151 or “The Peace Table" p. 126-129.

[] Talk about it: Choose a few of these prompts to explore:

- Active prompt: Daniel got in trouble for praying with the windows
open and not trying to hide what he was doing. He was praying to
the Hebrew God, instead of the Babylonian god, which was illegal! 10
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Worship God publicly, then talk about how it felt to be so bold in
your worship. It often makes us feel self-conscious, and we
don't even have the threat of being thrown to a lion's den for doing
it! Here are a few ideas of ways to worship publicly:

- Open the windows for a little bit, and pray or sing prayer

songs loudly.

» Go to church, and join boisterously in worship.

- Pray out loud in a restaurant.

- Sing praise songs loudly on your hike.

- Active prompt: Act out this story, trying out the characters, from

the conspirators to Daniel to the lions. See what you discover.

- Daniel is put in an impossible situation. He makes a decision to trust

in God, even though he might lose his life because of it. Tell stories
about impossible or difficult situations you've found yourself in.
What did you do? If you could live it over again, would you make
the same choices?

- A young man in exile overcomes the odds and is placed in a position

of power, because he shows his wisdom in interpreting the dreams
of a king. Who does this remind you of? Why do you think another
character like this is featured in the biblical story?

- The book of Daniel, along with other apocalyptic texts, like

Revelation, has been frequently used by Jews and Christians alike to
try to predict the “end times.” Many of us have some baggage with
this! Unpack your experiences.

. Scholars are confident that the book of Daniel was the last book of

the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament to be written. It serves as a bridge
to the New Testament. Imagine Jesus knew this story, as a child and as
an adult. What questions do you think Jesus would have

asked of the text? How might it have inspired him?

- Verse 24 is tough to read. What do we do with a verse like that?

- Find all the ways people address one another in this story. What do

you notice?



+ Who shows faith in God in this story, and how do they show it? Does
any of it surprise you?

- Sometimes this journey is very rocky. Sometimes the path seems to
be blocked. How do you sense God coming alongside you?

« Where is the hope in this passage?
[] Advent hike: This might be a good time to take your hike.

[] Journey to the manger: Move Mary and Joseph a little closer to the
manger.

[] Reflective listening ideas: Look up a video of people singing one or

more of these songs: Sizohambe naye (815 VT), Don't be afraid (596
VT), Come long expected Jesus (218 VT).

DAILY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Light one purple candle, and say, "Jesus brings hope," or “We journey
with hope!

[] Optional: Read one, or part of one, of the week'’s Scripture passages,
or read the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:1-20.

[[] Optional: Complete the “Journey to the manger” ritual.
[] Optional: Complete the “Tracing pathways" ritual.

[] Optional: Sing one of the week’s suggested songs. Or, let someone in
the household choose a song they would like to sing.

[1 Prayer: Jesus, source of hope, walk with us on this journey.
[] Blow out the candles.

[] Optional: Sing a song of hope.

12



@ TOGETHER on T Jour

VISIONS OF PEACE FOR THE JOURN

Advent week 2, beginning Dec. 8

Advent word of the week: Peace

Focus scripture: Joel 2:12-13, 28-29

Additional lectionary scriptures: Luke 11:13

WEEKLY WORSHIP RITUAL

13

[] Connect to the “big story”:

God created a good world. We were created to live peacefully, but
we often miss the mark. When that happens, we have to deal with
the consequences, and God sticks with us. Our whole story is a story
of God sticking with us. In the Bible, God called Abraham and Sarah'’s
family to be a blessing to the earth, and even when they missed the
mark, God stuck with them. When the people of God were in slavery
and cried out to God, God stuck with them by sending Moses to lead
them. When the people of God had a hard time understanding how to
live out God's law of love in community, God sent leaders like Joshua,
judges like Deborah, and prophets like Samuel to bring the people
back to God.

The people wanted to be ruled by kings. Things didn’t always go well
under kings, and the kingdom divided in two. Both of these kingdoms
were eventually invaded by other nations. Some of the people were
taken away into exile, and some were left in the ruins of the land. God
continued to stick with the people, often through calling prophets and
other leaders, who pointed the people back to God and back to a
community of shalom.

[] Tell the story: Joel 2:12-13, 28-29

- This passage is not found in “The Peace Table” or “Shine On".

[] Talk about it: Choose a few of these prompts to explore:



- Joel is one of the “minor prophets” Virtually nothing is
known about the author, and scholars find it frustrating to try to date
the text. It is prophetic, in that the author describes reality as though
a veil has been lifted and in the way the author foresees what may
happen in the future because of what they see in the present — and
because of their faith in an active God.

- Active prompt: Dreaming dreams and seeing visions ... whatever
our age, gender or status, the Holy Spirit sometimes lifts the curtain
for us to see the world as God sees it. Using whatever artistic media
you like, invite God to lift that veil, as you prayerfully create. The
process, or the journey, is the goal, not a beautiful piece of art at the
end. Here are some ideas to get you started:

« Watch the sunset, and write, in words or phrases, all that you
see. Then, read the poem that your observations have
created.

- Finger paint, while listening to music or Scripture.

- Turn on music, and just move.

- Give everyone in your household a percussion tool, and
create rhythms together.

« Look at another person. Imagine Jesus beside you, looking at
them, and say, in words or phrases, what Jesus sees. Have
someone else write down what you say, or use voice to text,
creating a poem.

- Create a collage with pictures or paper scraps.

- Create a sculpture with things you find in the recycling bin.

- Does Joel 2:28-29 sound familiar? Where else have we heard those
words? (Hint: wind and fire ...)

- Read verse 13. The prophet describes God as “relenting from
punishment”” According to Robert Alter, the Hebrew verb here
“means to change one’s mind after having determined to follow a
particular course of action” (The Hebrew Bible: Prophets, pg. 1246).
Like many other prophets, Joel doesn't see a predetermining God
but, rather, a God who works with us.

14



» In the Christian Old Testament, verses 28-32 are part of chapter
2.In the Hebrew Bible, these verses make up the total of chapter
3. Why do you think there’s this difference? How do the verses read
differently, depending on their chapter?

- "Then afterward” (v. 28) doesn’t mean the end times. It just means
later. It could be tomorrow or in a month. How does knowing that
change how you read the passage?

- Verses 28-29 describe the people to whom God will reveal God's
Spirit. These descriptions — young, old, sons, daughters, slaves —
indicate an inclusive dream. Look around at your household, your
community, your world. Do we allow God’s dream to be revealed
to all, or do we tend to limit who receives God'’s revelation and put
boundaries around it?

- How does this journey look and feel different, if we know that the
Holy Spirit has been poured out upon us?

+ Where is peace in this passage?
[] Advent hike: This might be a good time to take your hike.

[ ] Journey to the manger: Move Mary and Joseph a little closer to the
manger.

[] Reflective listening ideas: Look up a video of people singing one or

more of these songs: Sizohambe naye (815 VT), Holy Spirit, come with
power (57 VT), Comfort, comfort o my people (212 VT).

15



DAILY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Light one purple candle, and say, “Jesus brings hope, or “We watch
with hope! Light a second purple candle, and say, “Jesus brings peace,’
or “We watch for peace’

[[] Optional: Read one, or part of one, of the week’s Scripture passages
or read the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:1-20.

[L] Optional: Complete the “Journey to the manger” ritual.
[] Optional: Complete the “Tracing pathways” ritual.

[] Optional: Sing one of the week'’s suggested songs. Or let someone in
the household choose a song they would like to sing.

[L] Prayer: Jesus, source of hope and peace, walk with us on this journey.

[ ] Blow out the candles. @

[] Optional: Sing a song of peace.

16



@ TOGETHER o e Journeyy

JOYFUL JUSTICE ON THE JOURNEY

Advent week 3, beginning Dec. 15

Advent word of the week: Joy
Focus scripture: Isaiah 61:1-11, Luke 4:16-21

WEEKLY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Connect to the "big story”: God created a good world. We were
created to live peacefully, but we often miss the mark. When that
happens, we have to deal with the consequences, and God sticks with
us. Our whole story is a story of God sticking with us. In the Bible,
God called Abraham and Sarah'’s family to be a blessing to the earth,
and even when they missed the mark, God stuck with them. When
the people of God were in slavery and cried out to God, God stuck
with them, by sending Moses to lead them. When the people of God
had a hard time understanding how to live out God’s law of love in
community, God sent leaders like Joshua, judges like Deborah, and
prophets like Samuel to bring the people back to God.

The people wanted to be ruled by kings. Things didn't always go well
under kings, and the kingdom divided in two. During this time of civil
war and unrest, prophets like Isaiah tried to point the people to God's
way. Both of these kingdoms were eventually invaded by other nations.
Some of the people were taken away into exile, and some were left

in the ruins of the land. God continued to stick with the people, often
through calling prophets and other leaders, who pointed the people
back to God and back to a community of shalom.

Eventually, the exiled people were allowed to return home. They
rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, so we call this the Second Temple
Period. They began to hope for a Messiah. And that Messiah, as we
now know, came in the form of a tiny baby. When Jesus grew up,
he began to teach and preach, often drawing on the big story of his
people.

17



[] Tell the story: Isaiah 61, Luke 4:16-21
- Read both of these passages if you have time!
- Read "The Peace Table" p. 186-187.

[] Talk about it: Choose a few of these prompts to explore:

- Active prompt: There is a definite call to active justice in this
Scripture! How can you bring “good news to the poor” this week?
During this time of year, there are plenty of local opportunities to
help others. Choose one, as a household, and then do the legwork
together.

- Read one passage, then the other. Now you see why we have two
main texts for this week! This is a fantastic reminder that what we call
the Old Testament was Jesus’s holy Scripture, too.

. Read Isaiah 61 out loud.

« Many prophets bring messages that are gloomy. Notice how this
prophecy begins in Isaiah 61:1.

+ Jesus read these words in the synagogue to people who were living
in a land colonized by the Roman Empire. Imagine people listening
to him read this Scripture, then hearing him say, “Today, this
Scripture has come true” How would they feel?

« Look at all the powerful, incredible happenings in this Isaiah 61
prophecy. Then imagine: When God decided to act and bring these
things to pass, God sent a baby.

- Isaiah 61's powerful imagery describes the righting of many injustices
that the people of that time were facing. What might a prophecy in
this vein say to today’s world? Write your own version of Isaiah 61
that reflects the injustice and need in our world today.

« What does this journey together mean, in light of God's call to
justice?

« Where is the joy in this passage?
18



[] Advent hike: This might be a good time to take your hike.

[] Journey to the manger: Move Mary and Joseph a little closer to the
manger.

[] Reflective listening ideas: Look up a video of people singing one or
more of these songs: Sizohambe naye (815 VT), Waterfall (763 VT),
Hope is a candle (211 VT).

DAILY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Light one purple candle, and say, “Jesus brings hope,’ or “We journey
with hope! Light a second, and say, “Jesus brings peace,’ or “We
journey with peace!” Light the pink candle, and say, “Jesus brings joy,’
or “We journey with joy!

[ Optional: Read one, or part of one, of the week'’s Scripture passages,
or read the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:1-20.

[ Optional: Complete the “Journey to the manger" ritual.
[1 Optional: Complete the “Tracing pathways" ritual.

[ Optional: Sing one of the week’s suggested songs. Or, let someone in
the household choose a song they would like to sing.

[1 Prayer: Jesus, source of hope, peace, and joy, walk with us on this
journey.

[] Blow out the candles.

[] Optional: Sing a song of joy.

19



@ TOGETHER o1 1€ Journey

LOVE INCARNATE ON THE JOURNEY

Advent week 4, beginning Dec. 22

Advent word of the week: Love
Focus scripture: Luke 1:26-49
Additional lectionary scriptures: Psalm 113

WEEKLY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Connect to the "big story”: God created a good world. We were
created to live peacefully, but we often miss the mark. When that
happens, we have to deal with the consequences, and God sticks with
us. Our whole story is a story of God sticking with us. In the Bible,
God called Abraham and Sarah’s family to be a blessing to the earth,
and even when they missed the mark, God stuck with them. When
the people of God were in slavery and cried out to God, God stuck
with them, by sending Moses to lead them. When the people of God
had a hard time understanding how to live out God's law of love in
community, God sent leaders like Joshua, judges like Deborah, and
prophets like Samuel to bring the people back to God.

The people wanted to be ruled by kings. Things didn't always go well
under kings, and the kingdom divided in two. During this time of civil
war and unrest, prophets like Isaiah tried to point the people to God's
way. Both of these kingdoms were eventually invaded by other nations.
Some of the people were taken away into exile, and some were left

in the ruins of the land. God continued to stick with the people, often
through calling prophets and other leaders, who pointed the people
back to God and back to a community of shalom.

Eventually, the exiled people were allowed to return home. They
rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, so we call this the Second Temple
Period. They began to hope for a Messiah. And that Messiah, as we
now know, came in the form of a tiny baby, born to a woman named
Mary.

20



[] Tell the story: Luke 1:26-49

« Read “Shine On" p. 160-161 or “The Peace Table” p.164-165.

[] Talk about it: Choose a few of these prompts to explore:

21

- Active prompt: If you have heard this story a lot, the wonder of
it may have worn off. Read it with fresh eyes. It's full of mystery, of
the supernatural. An angel, a virgin conception, overshadowing by
the Holy Spirit, an unborn child leaping for joy ... Note all of these
mysterious elements, and create a graphic novel version of it.

- Active prompt: Act out this story. In addition to the main characters,
consider adding some, like a neighbor who walked by during the
angelic visit, or the mouse who watched it all and hitched a ride on
Mary’s journey.

- Many of us learned, as children, about Mary who was “meek and
mild”” But look at the Mary of this story! She boldly questions the
angel, agrees to the task put before her, knows what she needs in this
pivotal moment, and journeys to make it happen. Read this story, and
find Mary's strength and courage.

« Mary seeks out her cousin, when she needs someone to share this
moment with her. Who do you seek out when you need to process
the curveballs of life? Visit them, or call them on the phone for a
good heart-to-heart.

- This passage is full of allusions to Old Testament Scriptures. Here are
just a few:

« “The Lord is with you” (v. 28) is a conventional greeting. Find
it elsewhere: Judges 6:12; 2 Samuel 7:3; 2 Chronicles 15:2.

« Verses 32-33 mirrors 2 Samuel 7:13-16, the promise made to
David.

- “Son of God" (v. 35) sometimes refers to humans, like Adam,
but also refers to divinities (see Psalm 29:1).

- "Nothing will be impossible with God" (v. 37) has been said
several other times, including in Genesis 18:14 about Sarah
being pregnant with Isaac.



- Mary's Song, the canticle of verses 46-55, is similar to
Hannah's prayer (1 Samuel 2) and also has similarities to other
songs sung by women, like Miriam and Deborah. All of these
are highly political songs.

- This story is about incarnation — God embodied — love itself in the
flesh. It's because of this miracle that we can walk with Jesus on this
journey.

- Where is the love in this passage?

[[] Advent hike: This might be a good time to take your hike.

[] Journey to the manger: Move Mary and Joseph a little closer to the
manger.

[] Reflective listening ideas: Look up a video of people singing one
or more of these songs: Sizohambe naye (815 VT), Hacia belén (Mary
journeyed) (224 VT), Love has come (258 VT).

DAILY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Light one purple candle, and say, “Jesus brings hope,’ or “We journey
with hope! Light a second, and say, “Jesus brings peace,’ or "We
journey with peace!” Light the pink candle, and say, “Jesus brings joy,’
or “We journey with joy" Light the final purple candle, and say, "Jesus
brings love," or “We journey with love”

[]1 Optional: Read one, or part of one, of the week'’s Scripture passages,
or read the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:1-20.

[ ] Optional: Complete the “Journey to the manger” ritual.
[] Optional: Complete the “Tracing pathways" ritual.

[] Optional: Sing one of the week’s suggested songs. Or, let someone in
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https://www.google.com/search?q=hacia+belen+se+encamina&sca_esv=0620012a1b0b1131&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&biw=1920&bih=911&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ADLYWILlRmB6aCtiNgDNYRETDPJwkeekoA:1723157367101&ei=d0u1ZtLoBZ20ptQPr6S9mAY&oq=hacia+belen+se&gs_lp=Eg1nd3Mtd2l6LXZpZGVvIg5oYWNpYSBiZWxlbiBzZSoCCAEyBxAAGIAEGBMyCBAAGBMYFhgeMggQABgTGBYYHjIIEAAYExgWGB4yCBAAGBMYFhgeMggQABiiBBiJBTIIEAAYogQYiQUyCBAAGIAEGKIESKBWUABYoS9wAHgAkAEAmAFqoAG9CaoBBDEzLjG4AQHIAQD4AQGYAg6gApEKwgIEECMYJ8ICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAg4QABiABBixAxiDARiKBcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIFEAAYgATCAg0QABiABBixAxhDGIoFwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAgsQABiABBixAxiKBcICCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBhAAGBYYHpgDAJIHBDExLjOgB9NV&sclient=gws-wiz-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:8386abef,vid:AXJSwnRC3YA,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=hacia+belen+se+encamina&sca_esv=0620012a1b0b1131&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&biw=1920&bih=911&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ADLYWILlRmB6aCtiNgDNYRETDPJwkeekoA:1723157367101&ei=d0u1ZtLoBZ20ptQPr6S9mAY&oq=hacia+belen+se&gs_lp=Eg1nd3Mtd2l6LXZpZGVvIg5oYWNpYSBiZWxlbiBzZSoCCAEyBxAAGIAEGBMyCBAAGBMYFhgeMggQABgTGBYYHjIIEAAYExgWGB4yCBAAGBMYFhgeMggQABiiBBiJBTIIEAAYogQYiQUyCBAAGIAEGKIESKBWUABYoS9wAHgAkAEAmAFqoAG9CaoBBDEzLjG4AQHIAQD4AQGYAg6gApEKwgIEECMYJ8ICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAg4QABiABBixAxiDARiKBcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIFEAAYgATCAg0QABiABBixAxhDGIoFwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAgsQABiABBixAxiKBcICCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBhAAGBYYHpgDAJIHBDExLjOgB9NV&sclient=gws-wiz-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:8386abef,vid:AXJSwnRC3YA,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ec8958702b1a5c1e&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIKTJQW66g24HQD-01K7r8zLKcqCCw:1723157931690&q=love+has+come+ken+bible&tbm=vid&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0AVbySjNxIXoj6bNaq7uSpw-2eW7KIQ8H4T_tEPJYsPzOi5GKsV0RKGmy84LfyUxrn0TsF-6XAuJl2imjY-p9byfaOEPLV-U7Xflz55m7T9FmwSRax3M46lStOdtfyVRZTJjtgRXC7bwooRg6Nf08pJbC_Iy5W3zhASxjvO8Sqp7DG0IlIOMOJBnbKgcTyRZLbADhOxXXpuMOS4L9inQN3UQc146w&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjB86PDv-aHAxUtmokEHfOjDggQ0pQJegQIERAB&biw=1920&bih=911&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:209b047b,vid:V4Eoi_ZQFsU,st:0

the household choose a song they would like to sing.

[] Prayer: Jesus, source of hope, peace, joy, and love, walk with us on this
journey.

[ Blow out the candles.

[[] Optional: Sing a song of love.




@ TOGETHER on e Jowr

JEUS IS BLESSED FOR HLS JOURNE

Christmas week 1, beginning Dec. 29

Advent word of the week: Christ
Focus scripture: Luke 2:21-38
Additional lectionary scriptures: Psalm 131

WEEKLY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Connect to the "big story”: God created a good world. We were

created to live peacefully, but we often miss the mark. When that
happens, we have to deal with the consequences, and God sticks with
us. Our whole story is a story of God sticking with us. In the Bible,
God called Abraham and Sarah’s family to be a blessing to the earth,
and even when they missed the mark, God stuck with them. When
the people of God were in slavery and cried out to God, God stuck
with them, by sending Moses to lead them. When the people of God
had a hard time understanding how to live out God's law of love in
community, God sent leaders like Joshua, judges like Deborah, and
prophets like Samuel to bring the people back to God.

The people wanted to be ruled by kings. Things didn't always go well
under kings, and the kingdom divided in two. During this time of civil
war and unrest, prophets like Isaiah tried to point the people to God's
way. Both of these kingdoms were eventually invaded by other nations.
Some of the people were taken away into exile, and some were left

in the ruins of the land. God continued to stick with the people, often
through calling prophets and other leaders, who pointed the people
back to God and back to a community of shalom.

Eventually, the exiled people were allowed to return home. They
rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, so we call this the Second Temple
Period. They began to hope for a Messiah. And that Messiah, as we
now know, came in the form of a tiny baby, born to a woman named
Mary and welcomed by shepherds, angels, common people, and

elders. o4



[] Tell the story: Luke 2:21-38
« Read “Shine On" p. 168-169 or “The Peace Table” p. 174-175.

[ ] Talk about it: Choose a few of these prompts to explore:
- Active prompt: Jesus's parents presented him at the temple. We
sometimes compare this to parent-child dedications in our churches.
If people in your household were dedicated like this, tell those
stories, and look at pictures, if you have them.

- Active prompt: Jesus's parents took him to be blessed by elders.
Think of some important elders in your life, and connect with them.

- Anna is called a prophet. We see the writings of male prophets that
have been preserved, but here and in other places, we see mention
of women who were prophets. How have their stories been told, or
not told?

- Simeon sings a song, just like Mary did! He also had words for Mary
that would give the mother of a newborn pause. Read them, and
imagine how they would have felt to these new parents.

- We don't really know what is meant by “purification” in verse 22.
There was no purification requirement for fathers or infants, and
Mary's purification would have been 40 days after the birth. So, we
really have no idea what this is talking about.

- Mary and Joseph, at the time of this passage, have journeyed to
Bethlehem and over to Jerusalem, and their lives have been forever
changed. Look back over your Advent journey. What changes has
God been working in you? And how will you tell that story?

[] Advent Hike: This might be a good time to take your hike.

[[] Journey to the manger: Put Jesus in the manger, if you didn't already
do this on Christmas Day!

[L] Reflective Listening Ideas: Look up a video of people singing one or
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more of these songs: Sizohambe naye (815 VT) To us a child of hope is
born (259 VT), Go tell it on the mountain (252 VT).

DAILY WORSHIP RITUAL

[ Light one purple candle, and say, “Jesus brings hope," or “We journey
with hope! Light a second, and say, “Jesus brings peace,’ or “We
journey with peace!” Light the pink candle, and say, “Jesus brings joy,’
or “We journey with joy”" Light the final purple candle, and say, “Jesus
brings love," or “We journey with love” Light the Christ candle, and
say, “We journey with Jesus!

[[] Optional: Read one, or part of one, of the week'’s Scripture passages,
or read the story of Jesus' birth from Luke 2:1-20.

[] Optional: Complete the “Tracing pathways" ritual.

[]1 Optional: Sing one of the week’s suggested songs. Or, let someone in
the household choose a song they would like to sing.

[] Prayer: Jesus, source of hope, peace, joy, and love, walk with us on this
journey.

[] Blow out the candles.

[] Optional: Sing a Christmas song.

26


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ec8958702b1a5c1e&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJm-XKy_Ta3lijH4qJblfjWGFC0Gg:1723159010303&q=to+us+a+child+of+hope+is+born&tbm=vid&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0AVbySjNxIXoj6bNaq7uSpw-2eW7KIQ8H4T_tEPJYsPzOi5GKsV0RKGmy84LfyUxrn0TsF-6XAuJl2imjY-p9byfaOEPLV-U7Xflz55m7T9FmwSRax3M46lStOdtfyVRZTJjtgRXC7bwooRg6Nf08pJbC_Iy5W3zhASxjvO8Sqp7DG0IlIOMOJBnbKgcTyRZLbADhOxXXpuMOS4L9inQN3UQc146w&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiTmM3Fw-aHAxV0rYkEHeqKLlcQ0pQJegQIERAB&biw=1920&bih=911&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:fec580eb,vid:B6qwP8ovWYs,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ec8958702b1a5c1e&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJm-XKy_Ta3lijH4qJblfjWGFC0Gg:1723159010303&q=to+us+a+child+of+hope+is+born&tbm=vid&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0AVbySjNxIXoj6bNaq7uSpw-2eW7KIQ8H4T_tEPJYsPzOi5GKsV0RKGmy84LfyUxrn0TsF-6XAuJl2imjY-p9byfaOEPLV-U7Xflz55m7T9FmwSRax3M46lStOdtfyVRZTJjtgRXC7bwooRg6Nf08pJbC_Iy5W3zhASxjvO8Sqp7DG0IlIOMOJBnbKgcTyRZLbADhOxXXpuMOS4L9inQN3UQc146w&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiTmM3Fw-aHAxV0rYkEHeqKLlcQ0pQJegQIERAB&biw=1920&bih=911&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:fec580eb,vid:B6qwP8ovWYs,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=go+tell+it+on+the+mountain&sca_esv=ec8958702b1a5c1e&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&biw=1920&bih=911&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ADLYWIIRS8s3olIY38lRMmzEL1S320zS1Q:1723159225899&ei=uVK1ZrLMNo_sptQP37zViAY&ved=0ahUKEwjyjLSsxOaHAxUPtokEHV9eFWEQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=go+tell+it+on+the+mountain&gs_lp=Eg1nd3Mtd2l6LXZpZGVvIhpnbyB0ZWxsIGl0IG9uIHRoZSBtb3VudGFpbjIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBTIFEAAYgAQyCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgoQABiABBhDGIoFMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAESIlQUJoGWK1OcAh4AJABApgBjwGgAfExqgEFNjAuMTG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAimgArEZqAIKwgIFECEYoAHCAgQQIxgnwgIIEAAYgAQYogTCAggQABiiBBiJBcICBxAjGCcY6gLCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICDhAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGIoFwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAhAQABiABBixAxhDGIMBGIoFwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICChAAGIAEGLEDGArCAggQABgWGAoYHsICBhAAGBYYHsICBxAAGIAEGA2YAweIBgGSBwUzMC4xMaAHpq8E&sclient=gws-wiz-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:c0226126,vid:W_GgZsUyzHA,st:0

@ TOGETHER o e Journeyy

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

Epiphany week, beginning Jan. 5

Focus scripture: Luke 2:41-52
Additional lectionary scriptures: Psalm 2:7-8

WEEKLY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Connect to the "big story”: God created a good world. We were
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created to live peacefully, but we often miss the mark. When that
happens, we have to deal with the consequences, and God sticks with
us. Our whole story is a story of God sticking with us. In the Bible,
God called Abraham and Sarah’s family to be a blessing to the earth,
and even when they missed the mark, God stuck with them. When
the people of God were in slavery and cried out to God, God stuck
with them, by sending Moses to lead them. When the people of God
had a hard time understanding how to live out God'’s law of love in
community, God sent leaders like Joshua, judges like Deborah, and
prophets like Samuel to bring the people back to God.

The people wanted to be ruled by kings. Things didn't always go well
under kings, and the kingdom divided in two. During this time of civil
war and unrest, prophets like Isaiah tried to point the people to God's
way. Both of these kingdoms were eventually invaded by other nations.
Some of the people were taken away into exile, and some were left

in the ruins of the land. God continued to stick with the people, often
through calling prophets and other leaders, who pointed the people
back to God and back to a community of shalom.

Eventually, the exiled people were allowed to return home. They
rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, so we call this the Second Temple
Period. They began to hope for a Messiah. And that Messiah, as we
now know, came in the form of a tiny baby, born to a woman named
Mary and welcomed by shepherds, angels, common people, and
elders. When Jesus's life was in danger, his parents fled with him to



Egypt, where they remained as refugees until it was safe for them to
return and settle in Nazareth, where Jesus continued to grow up.

[ ] Tell the story: Luke 2:41-52
- Read “Shine On" p. 174-175 or “The Peace Table" p. 180-181.

[] Talk about it: Choose a few of these prompts to explore:

- Active prompt: Go on a journey with your household, or maybe
join up with another household. Make it a pilgrimage to a place that
has some meaning for your faith journey. This could be traveling to
the graves of ancestors, visiting a place where God felt very real to
you or walking to your church. Tell stories along the way, and tell
your faith stories when you arrive. Listen to one another well, and see
what insights you learn from one another.

- Active prompt: The caravan journey we most often talk about on
Epiphany is the journey of the Magi. Do the Epiphany walk
described below.

- Mark out the days of this story. This spans a longer time than we
realize when we quickly read it.

- Read verses 48-49. Notice the way “father” is used. What are Mary
and Jesus saying? What's going on here?

» Mary and Joseph probably traveled with a large group of pilgrims for
this “pilgrimage festival” That's why they wouldn't have known Jesus
was missing at first. Have you ever traveled with others? Talk about
the joys, and maybe chaos, of experiences like that.

« We don't know much about Jesus's conversation with the teachers
other than that it was certainly a two-way conversation. Jewish culture
highly valued children, and it wasn't unusual for a child to talk with
the teachers. What's unusual here seems to be the depth of
his insights and questions. Reflect on your culture. Do you value
conversations with children and listen to them?
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- Read the story through the eyes of Mary and Joseph. Imagine how
you would have felt at each point in the story. Maybe it wasn't so
easy to parent Jesus.

- Read this story through the eyes of Jesus. He knew he was perfectly
safe and at home. Wonder: Did he stumble upon this group of
teachers, or did he seek them out?

- Read this story through the eyes of the teachers. Are you excited by
this young prodigy? Intimidated? In awe?

[ Advent hike: This might be a good time to take your hike.

[] Journey to the manger: Put Jesus in the manger, if you didn't already
do this on Christmas Day!

[] Reflective Listening Ideas: Look up a video of people singing one or
more of these songs: Sizohambe Naye (815 VT), Ask the complicated
questions (440 VT), Solemn stillness, weary streets (273 VT), O
beautiful star of Bethlehem (275 VT).

DAILY WORSHIP RITUAL

[] Light one purple candle, and say, “Jesus brings hope," or “We journey
with hope! Light a second, and say, “Jesus brings peace,’ or “We
journey with peace” Light the pink candle, and say, “Jesus brings joy,’
or “We journey with joy” Light the final purple candle, and say, “Jesus
brings love,” or “We journey with love” Light the Christ candle, and
say, “We journey with Jesus.’

[[] Optional: Read one, or part of one, of the week's Scripture passages,
or read the story of Jesus' birth from Luke 2:1-20.

[] Optional: Complete the “Tracing pathways" ritual.

[] Optional: Sing one of the week'’s suggested songs. Or, let someone in
the household choose a song they would like to sing.
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=659c3819f780e791&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJAaUzl0QoaJnKKk_Ex_fxrmZMwQg:1723131731992&q=sizohamba+naye&tbm=vid&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0AbzhUJjXv6jRup8eVc0BvPyH5PazCaW205cG-Bd0in0dvSnU368ct8hcGzY9zRCgaFuOXcgHiRWQ-LaW5vxLOfE8kPZbIkxC0P67NhBVF3FGtrD6AFhLGkxGjCmk1D0Ryo7I79Mv4sM88RpJ0T1pFV8EiwZX0hZ93dCcTJG4tO3rReVJn5zlD97imzxC0ZzBWbzXB_h63YWfMgkjNUz4BTnjVKew&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwihmKX23eWHAxWFl4kEHabSAxoQ0pQJegQIDhAB&biw=1920&bih=911&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:55f92394,vid:YKybxg99fUc,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ff398091a4fafc2&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJ8z00bRZl1Qjdt85GVdDm84mEstw:1723162381694&q=ask+the+complicated+questions+hymn&tbm=vid&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0AVbySjNxIXoj6bNaq7uSpwmIS0gJlXN_LWYh5RkW9UG_J2iT2scTJ59gCgVXw95w_JAb-I9YA98pkPPMDYsF9TEp1adEIfdeuT0i415BWx7Eyb8kskuvhVxAm6TIwY4u3anMek-w9Ob1DSg76Ra6D51pZvG_4KotVtznn_G337AZrgm4Iq0ZQjXo2I6P3P9PFzgqCs_Rw_PmDUlVX8OaUFu08NZw&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjsxpqN0OaHAxUYrokEHWa5LEwQ0pQJegQIFxAB&biw=1920&bih=911&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:d07d6737,vid:fDyp7RPA2aY,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9ff398091a4fafc2&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&sxsrf=ADLYWIJ8z00bRZl1Qjdt85GVdDm84mEstw:1723162381694&q=ask+the+complicated+questions+hymn&tbm=vid&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0AVbySjNxIXoj6bNaq7uSpwmIS0gJlXN_LWYh5RkW9UG_J2iT2scTJ59gCgVXw95w_JAb-I9YA98pkPPMDYsF9TEp1adEIfdeuT0i415BWx7Eyb8kskuvhVxAm6TIwY4u3anMek-w9Ob1DSg76Ra6D51pZvG_4KotVtznn_G337AZrgm4Iq0ZQjXo2I6P3P9PFzgqCs_Rw_PmDUlVX8OaUFu08NZw&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjsxpqN0OaHAxUYrokEHWa5LEwQ0pQJegQIFxAB&biw=1920&bih=911&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:d07d6737,vid:fDyp7RPA2aY,st:0
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=222570266066206
https://www.google.com/search?q=oh+beautiful+star+of+bethlehem+emmylou+harris&sca_esv=9ff398091a4fafc2&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&biw=1920&bih=911&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ADLYWILGEiyxw-h-BMhktoJ7wJT-ZiB65w:1723162558395&ei=vl-1ZojrF4P9ptQPndDO6AU&oq=o+beautiful+star+of+bethlehem+emmy&gs_lp=Eg1nd3Mtd2l6LXZpZGVvIiJvIGJlYXV0aWZ1bCBzdGFyIG9mIGJldGhsZWhlbSBlbW15KgIIADIGEAAYFhgeMggQABiiBBiJBUjRngFQ0ARYu5IBcAB4AJABAJgBZKABqgSqAQM1LjG4AQHIAQD4AQGYAgagAtEEwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICBRAAGIAEwgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiABBiiBJgDAIgGAZIHAzMuM6AHoBw&sclient=gws-wiz-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:05984c79,vid:WY7gPR-5zL0,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=oh+beautiful+star+of+bethlehem+emmylou+harris&sca_esv=9ff398091a4fafc2&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&biw=1920&bih=911&tbm=vid&sxsrf=ADLYWILGEiyxw-h-BMhktoJ7wJT-ZiB65w:1723162558395&ei=vl-1ZojrF4P9ptQPndDO6AU&oq=o+beautiful+star+of+bethlehem+emmy&gs_lp=Eg1nd3Mtd2l6LXZpZGVvIiJvIGJlYXV0aWZ1bCBzdGFyIG9mIGJldGhsZWhlbSBlbW15KgIIADIGEAAYFhgeMggQABiiBBiJBUjRngFQ0ARYu5IBcAB4AJABAJgBZKABqgSqAQM1LjG4AQHIAQD4AQGYAgagAtEEwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICBRAAGIAEwgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiABBiiBJgDAIgGAZIHAzMuM6AHoBw&sclient=gws-wiz-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:05984c79,vid:WY7gPR-5zL0,st:0

[] Prayer: Jesus, source of hope, peace, joy, and love, walk with us on this
journey.

[] Blow out the candles.

[] Optional: Sing.
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EPIPHANY WALK

Adapted from an event that took place at College Mennonite Church in
January of 2021, led by Daniel Yoder and Talashia Keim Yoder.

Get started:
- Have one household member: put a star over a door of your house. If
you have children in your group, try not to let them see you do it!

- Gather the supplies: You will need a “travel pack;’ with a thermos full of
a hot drink and some cups, plus some dried fruit and nuts.

- Decide who will be the camel; that person will carry the pack. You can
take turns with this job!

- Step outside to begin your journey.

- Journey prompt 1: The magi were seekers of wisdom, and they saw
something in nature — a star — that prompted their curiosity and led
them to Jesus. What in creation makes you curious and leads you to
Jesus? Spot something, and “travel” to it.

« As you travel, sing a travel song together. Here are two song ideas:

- We are marching in the light of God (793 VT)
- Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.

Journey Stop 1:
- Eat your snack.

- Read Matthew 2:1-12 from your Bible or story Bible.
- Spot the next thing that makes you curious, and “travel” to it.

- As you travel: Talk about what your household’s — or household of
origin — travel traditions are/were. Or share wacky travel stories.
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Journey Stop 2:

« Play caravan telephone. Stand in a line, and see how a phrase changes
when it's passed from the front of the line, or caravan, to the back. Try
using a phrase that goes with the story, like, “Camel spit smells like
frankincense”

- Spot the star over the door, and travel to it.

« As you travel: Talk about the question, “Why do people caravan or
travel on journeys today and in other Bible stories?”

Destination:
- Go in the door, and gather around a nativity set — or your household
manger.

- Sing together. Consider singing "Away in a Manger” or “Silent Night.'
This could be the end ...

- Or, if you want to spend some more time wrapping this season up,
consider: How do you feel now at the end of our little journey?
Imagine. The magi journeyed for many, many days, maybe even a year.
They weren't fleeing or getting a reward at the end or anything, they
came purely to worship Jesus. Jesus is so very, very special that these
seekers-of-wisdom from a foreign land undertook a long and
dangerous journey. They wanted to be part of what God was doing,
part of the way God was changing the world.

This resource frequently draws on knowledge gained from the essays and
commentaries of “The Jewish Annotated New Testament”.

Levine, Amy-Jill, and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds. The Jewish Annotated New
Testament : New Revised Standard Version Bible Translation. Second
edition. Oxford University Press, 2017.
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