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field, a passionate educator, and an inspirational leader. Kristin began her
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degrees from Sterling College, the University of Denver, and the University of
Colorado. Kristin is currently earning her doctoral degree from Vanderbilt
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advancement at Hesston College in Hesston, Kansas. Prior to this role she was
the vice president of enrollment at Hesston College from 2011-2019. Her love
for Mennonite education runs deep as does her love for the larger Mennonite
denomination, which was evident in her service as associate director and
later director of Mennonite Church USA convention planning from 2006-2011.
In 2015, Rachel completed her PhD from Andrews University (Michigan) in
Leadership Studies. Her dissertation titled, "Crisis communication and
university presidential leadership: A rhetorical analysis of three case studies,"
highlighted the importance of Servant Leadership within crisis communication.
In addition to her PhD, Rachel is a graduate of Hesston (Kansas) and Goshen College (Indiana), and has a
master's degree in communication from Wichita State University (Kansas). She is also a graduate of one
of our Mennonite Secondary Schools, Iowa Mennonite School (currently known as Hillcrest Academy)
(Iowa). She credits her years there as providing her the foundation that continues to ground her today.
Rachel has shared that Iowa Mennonite School gave her countless opportunities for faith formation,
leadership development, mentorship and academic growth. Rachel makes her home in Hesston, Kansas
with her husband in two young sons.
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Christian School as well as schools in Taiwan and Niger. Dr. Wiens is a graduate
of Eastern Mennonite School (’93), Goshen College (’97), and earned his Ph.D. in
Curriculum and Instruction from the University of Virginia. Dr. Wiens has
published extensively in academic journals on the topics of teacher education
assessment and the lingering associations between teacher preparation and
instructional practices of practicing teachers. Dr. Wiens is also the Associate Editor of the journal Action
in Teacher Education, the flagship journal of the Association of Teacher Educators.
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Yoder’s scholarship interests include the teaching and learning of history among
culturally and linguistically diverse student populations. Yoder’s publications
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