Grade 6—Unit 13

Three Hundred Years
During its first 300 years, Christianity experienced great conflict within the
social and political structures of the Roman Empire. During this time, the Christian
Scriptures emerged. They were desperately needed by the scattered Christian
churches. Many martyrs were killed during this time. Evidence suggests that these
people felt chosen to suffer with Christ.
Early in the fourth century, Constantine rose to power. He recognized the power
of the Christian God and dreamed of establishing the greatness of the Roman Empire
around Christianity. He sought God’s favor by favoring the church. Constantine
initiated what we recognize today as the marriage between church and state.
LESSONS
1. A Letter from Paul
2. Books that Encouraged the Faith
3. The Early Church Story
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Unit 13: Three Hundred Years
Unit Information
SUMMARY
Christianity began as a persecuted minority religion. Three centuries later, in an
unusual turn of events, it became the favored religion of the Roman Empire.
During this time, Christianity spread among the people as they lived and
worked in urban centers. Christians gathered for worship. They gained strength in
hearing the Hebrew Scriptures that had been translated into Greek, the gospel
accounts of Jesus, and the letters Paul had written to churches. Communion was
the central act of the simple worship service.

KEY BIBLE TEXTS
Mark
1 Thessalonians

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
The Christian Scriptures
The letters of Paul comprised the first Christian literature to circulate among the
churches. He wrote most of his letters between 50 and 64 CE. During this time,
the Scriptures consisted entirely of what we know as the Old Testament. Paul
probably never knew that his letters would one day be part of the Bible. He wrote
to churches concerning the issues they faced. It is helpful to read these letters as
one side of a conversation with new believers.
Within a generation of Paul’s death, the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John) were written. During the first generation of the church, it was adequate for
missionaries simply to tell the story of Jesus. But as the eyewitnesses of Jesus
began to die, some people realized that the story of Jesus could be lost if not written down. Oral tradition needed to be recorded. In addition to Paul’s letters, these
gospels began circulating among the Christian churches.
By the year 125 CE, all of the books in the New Testament had most likely been
written. Of course, there were many other Christian letters and books in circulation
at that time or shortly thereafter. Gradually, over the next century, Christian churches
around the empire began using most of the 27 books in our New Testament canon
on a regular basis. Dozens of scattered congregations gradually chose the New
Testament books on the basis of regular use and the fact that these books seemed
to bring them closer to God and the way of discipleship. During some periods of
persecution, Christians were asked to give up their Christian writings or die. The
books that survived were so precious that believers risked their lives to save them.
From Conflict to Privilege
Christianity was an illegal religion for the first three centuries of its existence. The
church taught that ultimate allegiance belonged to Jesus Christ. Roman culture
had room for any and every new religion, but it did not allow for a faith that
demanded ultimate allegiance. The Christian church endured ten major persecutions.
Some of these came under cruel and power-hungry emperors who demanded
emperor worship. Others came under enlightened emperors who exemplified the
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best in pagan ideals, yet believed that a strong empire depended on renewed worship of the gods.
Even during periods of calm, a Christian could be brought to court for following
an illegal religion. Each accused person was given opportunity to recant by burning
incense to the emperor and worshiping the gods. Refusal to perform these simple acts
was, in the pagan mind, sheer obstinance and deserving of nothing less than death.
The church grew in the midst of social and political conflict. Its witness took
place in kitchens, markets, and workshops, where people rubbed shoulders.
Christians also bore witness to Christ at the scenes of martyrdom, where they
praised God and blessed their persecutors as they died brutal deaths.
Christianity spread mainly in the cities, among the humble folk. Although the
church included people of all social levels, the gospel was first of all good news to
the poor. The church’s relatively simple worship preached the joyful hope of the
coming kingdom of God that would do away with injustice and idolatry.
The central act of early Christian worship was communion. Only baptized
members were allowed to attend regular worship services, where communion took
place each Sunday. Non-baptized persons were invited to meet with the teachers
prior to the worship service. The teachers got to know them and asked why they
were interested in the Christian faith. Members who brought nonmembers were
invited to speak on their behalf. It appears that all nonmembers were questioned,
regardless of their social status. This practice makes sense, especially in light of
the extreme persecution experienced by the Christian community.
Persons who were deemed serious about exploring the Christian faith participated
in a three-year period of instruction. At the end of this apprenticeship period,
their lives were examined. If they were found faithful by the community, they were
chosen to be baptized (a symbol of new life in Christ). It appears that unbaptized
persons went to Bible class while baptized members participated in the worship
service and communion. Most likely, all persons (baptized and unbaptized) gathered
for a fellowship meal after the worship service.
Special mention should be made of the conflict that the church faced from
within. Syncretism, the blending of bits and pieces of various religions, was the
order of the day. It affected the church as well. Both the teachings of Marcion (ca.
144 CE) and the teachings of Christian Gnosticism denied the crucial Christian
doctrines of creation, incarnation and resurrection. Irenaeus of Lyons, Clement of
Alexandria, Tertullian of Carthage, and Origen of Alexandria were the great teachers of the Christian church during this time period.
Early in the fourth century, just after a particularly violent storm of persecution,
Constantine rose to power. Because of a vision on the eve of a battle, Constantine
became fearful of the Christians’ Lord God. He put a Christian symbol on the
shields of his armies and fought for control of the empire. When firmly in control
of the empire, Constantine moved the capitol to Constantinople (present-day
Istanbul). He built churches and made Christianity the favored religion of the empire.
Though his “conversion” led him to Christianize the Roman Empire, he also continued
worshiping pagan gods. Constantine was not baptized until he lay on his deathbed.
The date given for the “wedding” of church and state is 312 CE. Christianity
went from being a persecuted, illegal religion to being favored by the state. It soon
became the official religion of the state. Simple worship gave way to elaborate
buildings and worship similar to that given to an emperor. Artists began depicting
Christ as a Roman ruler. In the days of conflict, only true believers joined the
faith. After Constantine, the persecuted church became the church of the powerful.
People began joining the church because of its favored position.
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Eventually, one was considered Christian by virtue of being born in a Christian
empire. The cause of Christianity was furthered by the power of the sword. The
church also condoned persecution of others who did not agree with them. Finally,
the Christian hope that the Lord would return in a cloud to establish a kingdom
of peace and justice weakened.
All Christians were glad for the cessation of persecution. Many, however, left
the populated cities and lived as monks in the wilderness. They felt that true
Christianity had been corrupted. They sought to remain apart from the evil influences that had infiltrated the church. Centuries later, the radical wing of the
Reformation (known as Anabaptists) promoted the separation of church and state.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
• The New Testament Scriptures addressed the needs of the early church.
• Conflict marked the first three centuries of the Christian church.
• Constantine favored Christianity.

WORSHIP
Use any of the following songs from Hymnal: A Worship Book:
“Lord, you sometimes speak” (Lessons 1-2), #594
“Take my life” (Lesson 2), #389
“Blessed are the persecuted” (Lesson 2), #230
If desired, worship together through a communion experience:
Communion, the central act of Christian worship in the early church, has
many symbolic layers. The four actions of communion remain the same today.
The bread is taken, blessed, broken, and given. Demonstrate how this is done in
church, and discuss practices with which students are familiar.
Use the following songs and Scriptures to meditate on the richly varied themes
of communion in the Scriptures. You might divide into groups and have students
explore communion under the various themes.
Jesus’ Death: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. Sing “Were you there” (#257, Hymnal: A
Worship Book). Because of the solitude of death, the bread and the cup would
be served separately, one by one.
The Exodus: Exodus 16:1-4 and Mark 14:12-26. Sing “Lead on, O cloud of
Presence” (#419 HWB).
Jesus’ Last Supper: Luke 22:7-21. Sing “I am the Bread of Life” (#472 HWB).
Early Christians understood that they were in communion with each other in
Christ. They sometimes read the names of bishops of nearby churches to show
that they were all in Christ’s body together.
Risen Lord: Luke 24:13-33. Choose a familiar song and sing it.
Messianic Banquet: Luke 14:15-24 and Revelation 7:9-10, 19:9. Instead of a
song, read the Revelation passage responsively.

MEMORY PASSAGES
Selected passages from Mark (Lessons 1 and 2)—main memory passage
Matthew 5:43-45 (Lesson 3)— bonus memory verse
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Selected Passages From Mark
In Lesson 2, students will learn about the books of the New Testament and how
they came to be. One of the writers was Mark. The story in Extend the Lesson for
Lesson 1, called “A Job of His Own,” tells one author’s idea of how the writing
happened.
Each student will memorize a section of the Gospel of Mark. They will recite
their verses as part of the assessment for this unit. If you wish, students can
present the memorized portion to the class. As students choose their sections to
memorize, they may use the subsections of the NRSV Bible. They may then present the passages in consecutive order. As the students hear the book of Mark,
they will get a feel for how the first Christians heard the gospel as part of their
rich oral tradition.
Matthew 5:43-45
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy. But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.”

MEMORY VERSE CONNECTIONS
The first Christians heard the Gospel as part of an oral tradition. As students
memorize and recite selections from Mark, they will experience reciting and listening to Scripture as these first Christians did. In Matthew 5:43-45, Jesus offers
encouragement to persecuted believers.

ASSESSING TEACHING / LEARNING
In the Unit 13 quiz, students will present their memorized passages from Mark.
Recognizing that each person has a unique spirituality, they will each identify a
personal connection with Scripture, as studied in 6th grade Bible. This form of
assessment allows ample room for students to be successful while challenging
them to think reflectively about their faith experience.
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Three Hundred Years
LESSON 1: A LETTER FROM PAUL
Objective
Students will gain an understanding of the purpose of Paul’s epistles. They will
practice reading between the lines in Thessalonians to discern what was happening among the believers there.

Text: 1 Thessalonians 2:17–3:10, 1 Thessalonians 4
Key Concepts
• Paul’s letters were written to new believers in need of advice and encouragement.
• Paul’s letters give us only one side of the conversation between him and a young
church.

Essential Questions
• What was Paul’s purpose in writing to the Thessalonians?

Estimated Lesson Time: 45 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cell phone or classroom phone
Phone call sheet (p. 379)
“One Side of a Conversation” (p. 380)
Student Bibles
For Extend the Lesson, option one: Bible reference books, study Bibles
For Extend the Lesson, option three: “A Job of His Own” (p. 382)

Teacher Preparation
• Ahead of time, read through the phone call sheet (p. 379). You will be asking one
or two students to help you play a game with the rest of the class (see Introducing
the Lesson). Make one or two copies for the student(s) who will help you. (Or, you
could ask them to write their own, similar conversation.)
• Make copies of “One Side of a Conversation,” one per student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Using a cell phone or classroom phone, ask one or two students to help you with
a game. The student(s) will read the script for the phone call. Ask “John” to read
that half of the conversation in the hall or a nearby classroom, and you or another
student will read your half of the conversation in the classroom. After reading, ask
the students to guess what the message was, from the side of the conversation they
heard. Then tell them the actual story. How close did their guesses come?

LESSON STEPS
1. Give a brief overview of Paul’s work. When we read Paul’s letters to new
believers in the New Testament, it is like listening to one side of a conversation.
Paul traveled as a missionary, leaving behind small groups of believers in many
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different places. Then, from 50-64 CE, he wrote to these new churches to encourage
them and give advice about issues they faced. Paul was unable to visit them,
because of distance and because he was imprisoned for preaching the gospel of
Christ.
2. “One Side of a Conversation.” Distribute the student page and Bibles.
Students will look up the passages and answer the questions individually. If some
finish early, they may move on to lesson step 3. When all students have finished,
discuss the answers as a class. As students share their responses, ask them to
explain their reasoning for questions that do not have clear answers, backing it
up with specific references in the passage.
3. Memory work. Explain that in the next lesson the students will be learning
about other authors who wrote books in the New Testament. One of those was
Mark, writer of one of the gospels. (Students may wish to read the story “A Job of
His Own.” See Extend the Lesson options.)
Instruct students to open their Bibles to the book of Mark. They will scan
through the book and select a section (or sections) to memorize (with a minimum of
8 verses). After choosing a passage, students should notify you, so that no passage
is duplicated within the class. Note: See the Memory Passages section on page 376
for more information on this requirement.
If time allows, students may begin memorizing the passage. They may want to
draw pictures to illustrate the passage, as a visual memorization tool. As they
work through this unit, students should be memorizing the passage to prepare for
an oral recitation as the unit-end assessment.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 45 minutes.)
• Learn more about the church in Thessalonica. Provide Bible reference books
and study Bibles. Students may work in pairs to find details that will help answer
some of the questions from today’s lesson.
• Exchange letters. Divide the class into pairs (you should participate if there is
an odd number of students). Have students write original letters to their partners,
and then write letters of response to the letters they received. The original letters
should include plenty of questions and specific details. Keeping the original letters
hidden, have each pair trade their responses with another pair. Students will then
try to rewrite the original letters as best they can, using clues from the response
letters. Finally, pairs will share the original letters with each other so they can
compare the originals to the rewritten letters.
• Read the story “A Job of His Own.” It is believed that Mark wrote down the
recollections of Simon Peter. This story is one author’s idea of how that might
have happened. The story will set the tone for students as they choose a passage
from Mark as their memory passage for this unit.
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Phone Call Sheet
Use this dialogue, if necessary, to have a pretend phone conversation. Make sure
students are quiet and know they may listen to the side of the conversation they can
hear in the classroom. Use the words in bold. (You can ask a second student to
read the Teacher part, if you wish.) The other words will help you pause long
enough for the responses another person would have on the phone.
Teacher: Hi, John. This is Ms./Mr. __________________. I got your message and
I’m returning your call.
John: Hi. Thanks for calling back. Cathy and I are here at the hospital and we
have good news!
Teacher: Really? What is it?
John: We had a baby girl!
Teacher: Wow! Congratulations! I’m so happy for you!
John: She weighed 7 pounds, 5 ounces, and her name is Cynthia.
Teacher: That’s beautiful—I love it! Is everyone doing well?
John: Yes. We’re all a bit tired, but the baby and Cathy are doing fine.
Teacher: I’ll stop by for a visit later. I need to go now; I have a Bible class to
teach.
John: Okay. I have some more phone calls to make, too. Take care. Bye.
Teacher: Bye.
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Name ___________________

Paul’s letters are a little like listening to one side of a phone conversation. We can figure out some things,
but we can only guess at others.
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17–3:10 and answer the following questions:
Where was Paul when he wrote this letter? ________________________________________________
Who was traveling with Paul on this missionary journey? _____________________________________
How did Paul feel about the believers in Thessalonica?
___________________________________________________________________________________
Read 1 Thessalonians 4 and answer the following questions:
What might have been one temptation for young Christians in Thessalonica?
___________________________________________________________________________________
What were these people doing well?
___________________________________________________________________________________
What verse gives a clue that some people were going around talking and not doing their share of the work?
___________________________________________________________________________________
What questions had the Thessalonians asked Timothy? What did they wonder about?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Some of these questions are hard to answer. We only have one side of the conversation between Paul and
the Thessalonians. We don’t know what Timothy might have said to Paul when he came back from his
visit to Thessalonica. It’s interesting to ponder!
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ANSWER KEY

Paul’s letters are a little like listening to one side of a phone conversation. We can figure out some things,
but we can only guess at others.
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17–3:10 and answer the following questions:

Athens (Greece)
Where was Paul when he wrote this letter? ________________________________________________
(3:2) Timothy
Who was traveling with Paul on this missionary journey? _____________________________________
How did Paul feel about the believers in Thessalonica?

He loved them and longed to see them. He had good memories from there.
___________________________________________________________________________________
Read 1 Thessalonians 4 and answer the following questions:
What might have been one temptation for young Christians in Thessalonica?

(4:3) Sexual immorality
___________________________________________________________________________________
What were these people doing well?

(4:9) Showing love to one another
___________________________________________________________________________________
What verse gives a clue that some people were going around talking and not doing their share of the work?

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12
___________________________________________________________________________________
What questions had the Thessalonians asked Timothy? What did they wonder about?
___________________________________________________________________________________
What happens when people die? Will the people who are not living when

Jesus returns miss out?
___________________________________________________________________________________
Some of these questions are hard to answer. We only have one side of the conversation between Paul and
the Thessalonians. We don’t know what Timothy might have said to Paul when he came back from his
visit to Thessalonica. It’s interesting to ponder!
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A Job of His Own
John Mark loved the apostle Peter. He liked
his big booming laugh. He liked the way the
apostle Peter told the stories about Jesus.
John Mark was Peter’s helper. Wherever
Peter went to preach the Word of God, John
Mark went also. He did whatever he could to
make traveling and preaching easier for Peter.
John Mark liked doing that, but sometimes he
wondered whether God would ever ask him to
do something on his own.
Many people came to hear Peter tell about
what it had been like to be with Jesus. They
listened spellbound as Peter told how Jesus
had helped people, how he had died, and that
God had raised him from the dead.
They didn’t want to let Peter go, because
they were afraid they would forget some of what
he had said. They wanted to memorize the
words, but the words weren’t written down
anywhere.
One day the people took John Mark aside.
“We know Peter is too busy to write down all
the things Jesus did,” they said. “You have
heard him tell these stories many times. Please
write them down and give the writings to us, so
we can read them over and over again and
remember them.”

John Mark thought about this request. The
more he thought about it, the more excited he
became. Maybe this is what God wanted him to
do all by himself. He knew Peter’s stories almost
from memory. He could write them down just
the way Peter spoke—short and to the point.
But John Mark wondered how Peter would
feel about it. Maybe Peter wouldn’t like him
writing down what belonged to him.Maybe
Peter would think it wouldn’t be quite right if
someone else wrote the story.
John Mark decided to try writing the stories
down before telling Peter. Every night, when
they were not on the road traveling, John Mark
sat in his little room and wrote.
He was careful to say things just the way
Peter had said them. He tried not to leave anything out, or make any mistakes.
He hoped Peter wouldn’t find out about his
work until it was all done. But one night, just
as John Mark was almost finished, he heard
the door open, and Peter came striding in.
John Mark froze in his chair. He felt Peter
bending over him and knew he was starting to
read what he had written.
“My son,” said Peter finally, “I had a feeling
something was going on. What’s this that
you’re writing?”
Now John Mark told Peter everything—how
the people had asked him to write down the
stories so they could read them and remember
them better, and how he was trying to write
them exactly as Peter had told them.
Peter sat lost in thought. Then he said, “John
Mark, I think this is a good thing. It is from the
Lord. Many of the people who knew Jesus
when he was here on earth have already died. I
too might die soon. People must have some way
of hearing the stories about Jesus accurately
when we are gone. I know you are a thorough
person. There is no one on earth who can tell
my stories as well as you can, because you’ve
been with me these many years. I thank you.”
John Mark was happy. He finished writing
the stories. Later, he took his little book to
Egypt and started a church there. After many
years, John Mark died, but the little book he
had written went on being read. We have it in
our Bible as the Gospel of Mark.
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Three Hundred Years
LESSON 2: BOOKS THAT ENCOURAGED THE FAITH
Objective
Students will learn how the books of the New Testament were chosen, and abouttheir authors and contents.

Text: Books of the New Testament
Key Concepts
• The New Testament was compiled by early church leaders who studied its
reliability and accuracy.
• The New Testament books were written by a variety of authors for specific
reasons.

Essential Questions
• How did the New Testament come to us?
• What is in the New Testament?

Estimated Lesson Time: 45 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•

“Books of the New Testament” (p. 385)
“How the New Testament Came to Be” (p. 387)
Study Bibles and/or Bible reference books
Copies of the International Children’s Bible Handbook by Lawrence Richards
(Word Publishing, 1989), if possible
• For Extend the Lesson, options two and three: index cards, markers
• For Extend the Lesson, option four: “A Job of His Own” story (p. 382)

Teacher Preparation
• Make copies of “Books of the New Testament” and “How the New Testament
Came to Be,” one of each per student.
• Make two copies of the “Books of the New Testament” answer key, cutting them
into strips, so that each book is on a separate strip. Then fold the strips almost
in half, so just the book names are visible.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Ask students to say what they know about how the Bible came to us. They may
remember the discussion from Unit 7, Lesson 2. Point out the Mennonite faith
perspective of the Scripture as inspired by God, written by humans. Highlight that
many Old Testament stories were passed orally from generation to generation, and
that the New Testament consists of first-hand accounts of Jesus’ life and letters to
believers.
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LESSON STEPS
1. “How the New Testament Came to Be.” Distribute copies of the student page
and read through it and discuss it as a class. What does the page say about how
the final books were chosen? Who were some of the authors?
2. “Books of the New Testament.” Distribute the student page and study Bibles
and/or Bible reference books. If you have copies of the International Children’s
Bible Handbook, make sure these are available. Have students examine, in pairs,
the introduction to each New Testament book and fill in the columns on the page.
Have answer key strips available, so students can check their descriptions as they
complete each book.
3. Memory work. If some students finish early, they should work on memorizing
the passages they selected from Mark. They could also do one of the Extend the
Lesson activities, playing a game or memorizing the New Testament books.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 45 minutes.)
• Memorize the books of the New Testament. Assign this task and include a
written test on these books for the Unit 13 quiz. It is not recommended that correct
spelling be required.
• Make a memory game. Students can use index cards to make a memory game
with New Testament books and authors. They should write the name of each book
and author’s name on cards. To play the game with a partner, place all cards face
down in a 6 x 9 grid. The partners take turns, turning up one card and then
another, trying to find an author and book name that match. If the cards do not
match, they are turned face down again, and it is the partner’s turn. If the cards
are a match, they are removed from the game and the player turns over two more
cards. The partner with the most matches wins.
• Play Solitaire with New Testament books. Students can play a version of
Solitaire using the New Testament books. On index cards, write the names of the
New Testament books. Make two cards for each book, so there are 54 cards total.
Shuffle the cards and place the pile face down, then turn over the top four cards
and lay them out, face up. Then, reveal the next card on the face-down pile. If it
follows one of the four revealed cards in sequential order, according to the books
of the New Testament, it should be placed on top of that card, leaving the name of
the book visible. If it does not follow any of the four cards in sequential order, it
goes to the bottom of the face-down pile. This game is played individually and is
finished when all cards have been used. (Consider Matthew as following Revelation
in this game.)
• Read “A Job of His Own” (page 382). If students did not read this story last
time, consider having them read it now. Mark is believed to have written down the
recollections of Simon Peter. This story is one author’s idea of how that might
have happened. The story will set the tone for students as they memorize their
chosen passages from Mark.
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Name ____________________________

Books of the New Testament
Book

Author

Description

Contents/Purpose

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 & 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 & 2 Thessalonians
1 & 2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 & 2 Peter
1, 2 & 3 John
Jude
Revelation
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ANSWER KEY

Books of the New Testament
Book
Matthew
Mark

Author
Possibly Matthew
John Mark

Description

Contents/Purpose

Gospel

Proves Jesus as Messiah to Jews

Gospel

Action-packed story of Jesus

Luke

Luke

Gospel

Salvation explained in Jesus' ministry

John

John

Gospel

So readers will believe in Jesus

Acts

Luke

Early church history

Early church and spread of gospel

Romans

Paul

Letter to church in Rome

Explains salvation; Gentile inclusion

1 & 2 Corinthians

Paul

Galatians

Paul

Letter to church in Galatia All believers are justified by faith

Ephesians

Paul

Philippians

Paul

Letter to church in
Describes God’s purpose and goals
Ephesus
Letter to church in Philippi Thanks church for their support

Colossians

Paul

1 & 2 Thessalonians

Paul

1 & 2 Timothy

Paul

Titus

Paul

Letter to Titus

Gives guidance to new church leader

Philemon

Paul

Letter to Philemon

Asks him to accept his believing slave

Hebrews
James
1 & 2 Peter
1, 2 & 3 John
Jude
Revelation

Unknown
Jesus' brother
James
Peter
John
Jude
(Jesus’ brother?)
John

Letters to church
in Corinth

Letter to church
in Colosse
Letters to church in
Thessalonica
Letters to Timothy

Address lifestyle issues;
encourage

Addresses false teachings
Encourage, instruct new
believers
Encourage a young church leader

Letter to Jewish Christians Jesus’ fulfillment of Old Testament
Letter to Jewish Christians Guidelines for Christian living
Letter to Asia Minor
Christians
Letter to all believers

Discerning false teachers and truth

Letter to all believers

Discerning false teachers; morality

Symbolic vision

Guidelines for Christian living

Encourages persecuted believers
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How the New Testament Came to Be
The New Testament, sometimes called the
Greek Testament, is the name given to the
final portion of the Christian Bible. The original
texts were written by various authors, after 45 CE
and before 140 CE. The books were gradually
collected into a single volume over a period of
several centuries.
After Jesus died and was raised to life, about
30 CE, stories about Jesus, and his sayings,
were passed on by word of mouth. It wasn’t
until after 45 CE that people gathered and
wrote down these things in books known as the
gospels, which make up about half of our New
Testament. Probably the earliest writings,
though, are some of the letters the apostle Paul
wrote to groups of Jesus’ followers scattered
throughout the Roman Empire. The first of
these letters, probably 1 Thessalonians, may
have been written as early as 50 CE. Other
New Testament writings were written in the late
first century or early second century C.E.
The New Testament books were written
in Greek, an international language during this
period of the Roman Empire. They were often
passed on and read as single books or letters.
For nearly 300 years (100-400 CE), the early
church leaders and councils argued about
which New Testament writings should be considered holy and treated with the same respect
as the Jewish Scriptures (Old Testament).
Eventually, 27 of the books were accepted.
Other documents were omitted from the New
Testament—ones that dated from the later
second century, or else were doubted to be
genuine. Most of the documents were accepted
or rejected according to whether they were written or said to be true by an apostle. The author
didn’t have to be an apostle (Jude, Mark, and
Luke were not), but there was intense concern
that nothing should be included that was not
endorsed by the apostles. The 27 books were
accepted by most Christian churches, and
these are the same 27 books that today we call
the New Testament.

Writers of the New Testament
Each of the Gospels tells about the ministry of
Jesus Christ. The authors were:
• Gospel of Matthew, traditionally the Apostle
Matthew, son of Alpheus.
• Gospel of Mark, traditionally Mark, who
wrote down the recollections of the Apostle
Simon Peter.
• Gospel of Luke, traditionally Luke, a
companion of Paul of Tarsus.
• Gospel of John, traditionally the Apostle
John, Son of Zebedee.
• Acts, also called Acts of the Apostles or Acts
of the Holy Spirit, tells about the apostles’ ministry after Christ’s death, and is also a sequel
to the third Gospel. Traditionally, Luke and Acts
are thought to have the same author—Luke.
The following books are letters written by the
apostle Paul. He appears to have dictated his
letters to scribes, and some specifically mention
that he wrote the greeting in his own handwriting. The letters of Paul are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Romans
1 and 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 and 2 Thessalonians
1 and 2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon

Paul wasn’t the only missionary and teacher in
the early church. There were many others.
Five of them wrote New Testament books:
• James, traditionally James, probably the
brother of Jesus and Jude
• Hebrews, traditionally someone other than
Paul—an unknown person
• 1 and 2 Peter, traditionally the apostle
Simon, called Peter
• 1, 2 and 3 John, traditionally the apostle
John, the son of Zebedee
• Jude, traditionally Jude, probably the brother
of Jesus and James.
• Revelation, traditionally the apostle John,
son of Zebedee
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Three Hundred Years
LESSON 3: THE EARLY CHURCH STORY
Objective
Students will discover the shift from early Christians’ experiencing persecution to
being in favor.

Text: Matthew 5:43-48; John 15:18–16:33
Key Concepts
• The early church faced conflict and persecution for 300 years, but grew in spite
of it.
• Constantine favored Christianity and opened the door to the Christian church’s
becoming prestigious and powerful.

Essential Questions
• What did the early Christian church experience?
• How did Constantine’s favoring of Christianity change the church?

Estimated Lesson Time: 45 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
“The Hole in the Rock” (pp. 391-394)
“The Early Church Story” (p. 395)
“Changes, Changes!” (p. 396)
For Extend the Lesson, option two: Martyrs Mirror by Thieleman Van Braght
(Herald Press, 2001), Peace Be with You by Cornelia Lehn (Faith & Life Press, 1980)

Teacher Preparation
• Make copies of “The Early Church Story” and “Changes, Changes!”—one of each
per student.
• Think of a story you can share of a difficult thing you once did because it was
honorable. Perhaps you spoke up for what you felt was right when everyone else
disagreed. Be prepared to share your story in Introducing the Lesson, to help
students feel comfortable in sharing their own stories.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Ask a few volunteers to share the most difficult thing they have done because
they knew it was the honorable thing to do. For example, some might tell how
they admitted to doing something wrong, or how they told the truth to help a
friend who was in trouble. It may be helpful to share a story yourself first.

LESSON STEPS
1. Read Matthew 5:43-48 aloud and have the students read it a second time
with you. The first two verses are a bonus memory passage for this unit. Explain
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that students may receive extra points if they memorize it along with the Mark
passage they already chose.
After reading the passage, discuss how the early Christians were a persecuted
group of people. They had many enemies who were after them, and yet this verse
called them to love their enemies. Introduce the idea of being willing to do one of
the most difficult things imaginable—give up your life—to be true to your faith.
This was the situation many early Christians encountered as part of the persecuted
church.
2. Read “The Hole in the Rock” aloud. Afterward, give time for students to
respond. Review the story with these questions: Why did the Christians meet
among the tombs? (They were in danger of being killed if the government found
out.) What risk did Junuis take by affirming his Christianity to his father? (His
father turned him over to the authorities, and he faced a gladiator in the arena.)
Why was Ignatius not afraid of dying? (He was willing to die, because Jesus died
for him.) Why did Dacia want to become a Christian? (She was impressed that the
Christians were brave enough to be good, instead of hurting others.)
Read Matthew 5:11-12 aloud, emphasizing Jesus’ words of affirmation for
those facing persecution.
3. Distribute “The Early Church Story.” Have students read each event, making
sure they comprehend the meanings of each one. Highlight the event in 310 CE
and ask students to guess what might happen next for the Christian church. List
their predictions on the board.
4. Distribute “Changes, Changes!” and compare the students’ predictions with
the actual events listed there. Ask them to comment on the church before and
after 312 CE, sharing the benefits and drawbacks of being a Christian during
each time period. Finally, connect these events to modern times by asking students
to place their current culture on one side of the chart. How is Christianity growing
in your country? What areas of the world could be described more by the opposite
side of the chart? Faith often grows most rapidly in areas where it faces persecution.
5. Ask volunteers to read John 15:18-16:33 aloud. The class should prayerfully
listen to this passage, thinking of believers around the world who are facing persecution today, and considering what they themselves would be willing to do for
their faith.
6. In preparation for the Unit 13 quiz, students should identify one Scriptural
concept that was meaningful to them from sixth grade Bible class.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 45 minutes.)
• Visit the Christian Peacemaker Teams website: www.cpt.org. Find stories of
CPT workers who are living out their faith, trying to help those who need help, even
in extreme circumstances. CPTers are sometimes persecuted or hurt as they help
others. Click on stories of Palestine or Hebron. Many times, Israeli settlers will
throw rocks and shout insults and worse at CPTers who are helping Palestinians to
harvest olives or take care of their land.
Christian Peacemaker Teams arose from a call in 1984 for Christians to devote
the same discipline and self-sacrifice to nonviolent peacemaking that armies devote
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to war. Enlisting the whole church in an organized, nonviolent alternative to war,
today CPT places violence-reduction teams in crisis situations and militarized areas
around the world at the invitation of local peace and human rights workers. CPT
embraces the vision of unarmed intervention waged by committed peacemakers
ready to risk injury and death in bold attempts to transform lethal conflict through
the nonviolent power of God’s truth and love.
Initiated by Mennonites, Brethren, and Quakers with broad ecumenical participation, CPT’s ministry of biblically-based and spiritually-centered peacemaking
emphasizes creative public witness, nonviolent direct action, and protection of
human rights.
• Connect with stories of Anabaptist persecution in the 16th century. Share stories from Martyrs Mirror and Peace be with You, being sensitive to students who will
find the violent content disturbing.
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The Hole in the Rock
Ignatius was a martyr during Emperor Trajan’s reign.
Dacia lay still on her couch, pretending to sleep, but
listening to every sound outside her room. The 12-year
old was used to having every wish granted.And tonight
she was angry, because her brother Junius had refused
to tell her where he sneaked away to every evening.
Hearing a step on the marble hall floor, Dacia jumped
to her feet, picked up her blue mantle and tossed it
across her shoulders. She ran to the curtain and peeked
out. Sure enough, Junius had disappeared again! She
half ran, half tiptoed down the hall to the back door of
the Sepidus mansion, determined to follow him!
Dacia pushed open the heavy bronze door that led
into an alley and glanced both ways. Her brother was
just disappearing around the corner of a garden hedge
near the Appian Way. She closed the door softly, so none
of the slaves would hear, and ran after Junius.
At the end of the alley she turned and swiftly followed him along the Appian Way. It was easy to keep
out of sight.The road was lined with homes of wealthy
families, and with imposing tombs, ornamented with
many statues of men and gods.
Dacia shivered. She had never been out of the house
alone before. Always her slave, Sheshonk, came to protect her. Her expensive full cape and the strand of
pearls twined in her hair might tempt a passing thief.
She thought of running home, but ahead, Junius’ broad
shoulders swung along. Surely she was as brave as he!
Was not their father General Junius Sepidus, who
tomorrow would ride in triumph along the streets of
Rome? She would follow Junius!
The houses grew farther apart, the statues fewer.
Dacia was afraid her brother might glance back and see
her when he turned off the Appian Way onto a path
that wound up the hillside. She quickened her step,
fearful she would lose him.As she pushed her way
through the bushes she watched his green mantle.Then,
suddenly, she couldn’t see it any more. She broke into a
run and paused, panting. Where is he? Where has he gone?
As she stared at the hillside, she saw that the rocks
formed an opening. Had he gone into this cave? She
shuddered at the thought, but it was too late to turn back.
She stooped to get inside, and blinked in the darkness.
A heavy hand gripped her shoulder and a harsh
voice demanded,“The sign—give it!”
What sign? she wondered. Frightened, she mumbled,“My brother came in here. I know he did.”
“Who is your brother?” came the insistent voice.

“Junius Sepidus, son of the great general.And—” she
tried to pull free,“if you don’t let me alone, I’ll tell my
father.”
The guard raised a light flickering in a ram’s horn,
and recognized her.“Dacia.”
“Viturius!” she exclaimed, recognizing the slave who
had been her brother’s teacher for years.
“You always were a headstrong girl. It was not safe
for you to come here, but as long as you have come,
you may stay. Come.”Viturius took Dacia’s hand, and by
the light of his torch led her along a narrow passageway cut through the rocks.
Her eyes grew used to the darkness, and she saw
shelves along the walls, and on them—no, it couldn’t
be! Coffins! Each box was marked by a name and a
dove or a palm branch. This must be a burial place of
the dead! Dacia shuddered.
Viturius, with Dacia beside him, stopped at the
entrance of a large cave.Torches blazed along the walls.
There were small shafts chiseled in the rock walls to let
in fresh air; and on the ground huddled men, women
and children, all listening to a man speaking. Nearby sat
Junius. He looked startled when he saw Dacia, but
motioned for her to sit beside him.
She dropped onto the damp earth and studied the
man who was speaking. He seemed but a common
slave, wearing a coarse brown robe. But his eyes, like
green stones, shone as he said,“Our brother Ignatius,
bishop of Antioch in Syria, challenged the pagans with
his faith. Fearful of the growing numbers of Christians,
the pagans have arrested and condemned him, and he
is being brought to Rome.”
Christians! Dacia bit her lip to keep from crying
out in surprise. She had heard of Christians.They were
wicked people who were not loyal to the Emperor.
What was Junius doing among these people?
“Ignatius is expected here tomorrow, for the great
festival honoring the returning generals, Sepidus and
Regulas,” the speaker continued.“We were making plans
to rescue him from the arena, but he wrote,‘`I fear that
you may try to get my pardon, but I beg you not to show
me such kindness. Come fire and cross, come crowds
of wild beasts! Only let me attain unto Jesus Christ!’ ”
Dacia thrilled at the courage of the man who was
willing to face the wild beasts in the arena. She had been
to some of the games and knew they were exciting and
cruel. I’m glad no one I love will ever be in the arena,
she thought. But Junius takes a risk when he is
friends with these Christians!
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Dacia grew cold at the thought, wishing only to get
away. She was relieved when the meeting was over, and
by ones and twos the Christians slipped out of the
cave, into the night.
Junius did not introduce Dacia to anyone. He knows
it is dangerous even to know Christians! she thought.
She waited quietly by his side until the guard signaled
that it was safe for them to leave.They said nothing as
they slipped between the bushes down to the Appian
Way, but once they were hurrying along on the great
stone blocks, Dacia asked,“Where were we?”
“In the catacombs,” answered Junius.“The Christians
found these caves and enlarged them.There they bury
their dead and meet to worship God.”
“But the Christians are bad,” reminded Dacia.
“They are not bad; they’re good people.”
“But everyone hates them.”
“Christians are hated because they will not join others
in their evil ways. But they do not hurt anyone.”
“You talk as if you are one of them,” Dacia flared.
Junius stopped in front of an ornate statue of a
dead general, and admitted,“I am.When Viturius was
my teacher, he was so overjoyed with his new-found
faith that he told me of the great Jesus, who died to
save all of us. I believed him, and have been slipping
away to the meetings ever since.”
“O, Junius, how could you!” Dacia was truly
shocked, realizing the danger her brother was in.
“I found the truth,” Junius said simply. He put his
hands on her shoulders and said,“Dacia, if you love me,
you will not tell anyone where you have been tonight.”
“I won’t,” she promised solemnly.
Junius bent and kissed his sister’s forehead. Then
they started toward home again. Fearfully she asked,
“But if father ever learns you are a Christian, what will
he do? You are betraying the Emperor.”
“I don’t know,” answered Junius. She could tell from
his voice that he, too, was afraid of what might happen
to him if people knew he was a Christian.
They walked in silence until they reached the narrow alley in back of their home. Dacia thought of one
more thing she wanted to know, and asked,“Who is the
man whose letter was read?”
“His name is Ignatius. He was brought before
Emperor Trajan on his recent visit to Antioch, accused
of being a Christian.Trajan tried to be fair to him, but
Ignatius was firm in his faith. So he condemned him to
be brought to Rome to face the lions in the arena.”
Dacia shivered at the thought.“Why doesn’t he try
to escape?”
“The Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins. Can we do
less than die for him?” Junius lifted his head proudly,
and there was fire in his eyes.

“You must tell me more of him,” Dacia said seriously.
“In your room,” Junius answered, as he opened the
heavy iron door.They went to her room, and there
Junius told his sister of the Savior until the light of dawn
crept in through the archways leading to the garden.
Full of the wonder of her brother’s new faith, Dacia
finally went to sleep. She awoke to a household excitedly
preparing for her father’s homecoming. Rich kitchen
aromas filtered through the house; each room was festive with flowers. Dacia dressed in her best yellow
tunic, and her mother, Claudia, in a rose-colored robe.
It was afternoon before a slave hurried to Dacia with
the news that her father was in the atrium, the room
where the family gathered for all important events.
When she ran into the room, her father, Sepidus,
picked her up and gave her a quick hug.Then, frowning,
he turned to his son.“Junius, I have suffered an outrage
at the palace this morning because of you.” Junius stiffened, asking,“What have I done?”
Dacia’s heart pounded as she saw the rage on her
father’s face. He had always spoiled her, but she had seen
him beat slaves until blood seeped out of the wounds
on their back. He was a man of war and he could be cruel.
She dropped weakly onto a marble bench and Claudia
sat beside her, holding Dacia’s hand in her cold one.
Sepidus continued,“Regulas has had spies watching
this household, seeking to get something to tell the
emperor, to turn him against me.Today he reported that
you worship with the Christians. I told the Emperor
that I would bring a denial from your own lips, proving
the falseness of Regulas’ claim.Tell me that you can
prove at you are not a Christian.”
Claudia put her arm around Dacia and drew her
close. Dacia shivered, watching her brother intently.
Junius swallowed, then squaring his shoulders,
faced his father and answered,“I am a Christian.”
“Impossible!” Sepidus stepped toward his son, a vein
standing out on his forehead. He was too long accustomed to being obeyed to accept his son’s betrayal of
his position.“Christians are traitors to the Emperor—
heathens, believing in only one god. I gave my word to
his most Royal Majesty that if Regulas were telling the
truth, I would turn you over for punishment.”
“No!” screamed Claudia, rising to her feet and
throwing her arms around her son.“You can’t!”
Sepidus stared at her, his blue eyes cold, as slowly
and deliberately he answered,“The name of Sepidus is
honored in Rome and throughout the Empire. I will
allow no one to stain it, not even my son!”
Terrified at the thought of what would happen to
her brother, Dacia fled down the hall to her room and
flung herself across her couch, sobbing. Her maid brought
figs and almonds to tempt her, but she could not eat.
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Dacia asked about the rest of the family, and the maid
told her,“Your mother is in her room weeping, and
your brother and father have gone to the palace.”
Dacia began to cry anew. She longed for someone
to help her. Should she go to the Temple of Vesta and
beseech the goddess to save her brother? But no, the
goddess would not help one who betrayed her by
believing in Jesus. Dacia tried to remember all that her
brother had told her about Jesus. Could he help her
brother? She did not know. She lay still on her couch in
the darkness, weeping for her brother.
Finally, she drifted off into a troubled sleep.When
early dawn crept across the marble floor, she awoke.
Dacia permitted her slave to bathe her and dress her in
a fresh tunic, but her heart was still sad.Thea told her
that her father and brother had not returned home, and
that her mother was still in her room. She brought Dacia
grapes and played the lute. Dacia ate little and scarcely
listened to the melodies. Her heart was full of dread.
What had happened to Junius?
The question was still unanswered when the noon
sun streamed through the garden archways. Unable to
stand the suspense any longer, Dacia jumped to her feet
and ordered,“Tell Sheshonk to bring my litter.”
She went into the garden and in a few minutes the
yellow cushioned board with a yellow draped canopy,
was brought in by two slaves.“Take me to the Colosseum.”
Sheshonk, a strong slave, helped her into the litter.
Dacia lay back on the cushions, trying to look as if
nothing bothered her. The slaves carried her along the
Appian Way, pushing in and out among the people.As
they neared the Colosseum, the crowd grew so dense
she had to get out and walk, with Sheshonk following
to protect her from the mob. Men and women stared at
the girl, obviously of the wealthy class of Roman citizens.
Dacia’s pride in being a Roman citizen stirred within
her as she neared the circular Colosseum with its many
arches and statues. She realized, Whatever father has
done about Junius, he has done because of his pride.
We are a noble family. Junius knew that! But her lips
trembled as she thought of the cruel sport she had
seen in the arena—gladiators killing untrained men,
lions ripping them to pieces.As she walked through a
tunnel to the seats of the wealthy, she thought, How
could I have watched these games and not thought of
their loved ones, who must have suffered as I am!
She reached the end of the tunnel, stepping into
the section of the Colosseum where each noble family
had its own box.The Sepidus box was empty. Dacia
threw herself on the couch and glanced around.The
crowd was either cheering or jeering the battles
between slaves and gladiators in the arena. She looked
at the emperor’s box. He was seated on the raised

chair, and standing on either side were her father and
Regulas, with their attendants. If only I could see the
expression on Father’s face, but he is too far away!
The trumpets blew. Dacia looked toward the end of
the arena. From beneath the archway strode a young
man between two guards. Even as he walked toward her,
Dacia recognized his step and the swing of his arms.
She stifled a scream. It is Junius!
She stood up, terror-stricken, and watched Junius walk
by her box, toward the center of the arena. Sheshonk
gently urged his mistress back onto the couch, explaining,
“Your father kept his word and turned Junius over to
the Emperor. Trajan said that since Regulas had discovered that Junius was a traitor, he should pass sentence.
He had mercy. Instead of ordering Junius thrown to the
lions, he gave him a chance to fight for his life.”
The trumpets blew again, and Dacia sat upright,
anxiously watching. Junius faced one of the most
famous gladiators in Rome, a man with powerful shoulders and short, squat legs. He wore a helmet and gleaming brass shields on his arms and legs. Only his brown
chest was exposed, and his broad knife glistened in the
sun. Junius looked equally strong, but his body was more
exposed in his simple, white tunic. He handled his knife
deftly, sparring with the gladiator.The men lunged and
dodged back and forth.
Dacia strained to watch the knives.The gladiator’s
knife grazed her brother’s arm, and she saw a dark spot
of blood. God, my brother’s God, save him! The gladiator sprang on Junius, knocking him to the ground. He
held his knife ready to plunge it into his victim, and
then turned toward the spectators.The crowd roared,
“Thumbs up!” Dacia nearly sobbed aloud, Junius is to
have another chance!
The two men stood up, and Junius darted forward.
The gladiator stumbled and the two went down together.
Dacia buried her face in her mantle.A cheer went up
from the crowd.The troubled sister raised her eyes.The
guards were carrying out both fighters!
She longed to leave, to find out what had happened.
But before she could, the trumpets blew again, and lions
dashed into the arena, tumbling over each other. Some
raced toward the people in the front row.The people
screamed, and the guards lashed the animals back into
the center of the arena.
Sheshonk bent forward and said,“The lions are for
Ignatius, the Christian.”
Dacia shook her head, remembering the name from
the catacombs last night. Odd how these Christians feel
toward death! she thought. I do not want to die. I’m
afraid.Yet Junius did not seem afraid to die! And this
Ignatius did not want the Christians to try to rescue
him from death.
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Out of the dark cavern where the prisoners were
kept, a lone figure, clad in a dark robe and carrying a
staff, walked with steady step. Dacia stared at him, and
though she was too far away to see his features, there
was a brave air about him. I can’t stay to see this man
die. Dacia jumped up and walked out of her box, with
Sheshonk following her.The roar of the crowd beat
against her ears as she went into the tunnel. She hurried even faster. She knew where she wanted to go! And
it was not home, home to her mother weeping; to her
father being remorseful. No, she wanted to go to the
one place where she might find news of Junius, where
she knew she might find comfort! To the Christians!
It was not easy on this festive day, with the streets
crowded with people, knowing she must not give away
the entrance to the catacombs. She dared let her slaves
carry her along the Appian way only so far.Then she
stopped the litter and ordered Sheshonk,“Go home.”
“But it is not safe for you to be out alone.”
“Do as I say!” Dacia stamped her foot, and taking a
bracelet of amber stones from her wrist, handed it to
him.“Now, will you go and take the men with you?”
With greedy eyes, Sheshonk took the bracelet and
ordered the litter men toward home. Dacia waited until
they were out of sight.Then she walked a short way
down the road and slipped off into the hills. Her heart
was heavy as she moved quickly among the bushes,
coming to the hole in the rock. She stepped into the
darkness.
Instantly an arm barred her way, and Viturius
demanded,“The sign. Give it.”

“My sign is my brother’s blood. He fought in the
arena today because he is a Christian.”
“Dear Dacia.”Viturius put his arm tenderly around
her.“Be of good cheer.Your brother still lives. He was
badly wounded, and the arena guards threw him out to
die, but the Christians were waiting for him and brought
him here.”
“Let me see him,” she begged with sudden happiness.
“Come.”
Viturius led her along the narrow catacombs to a
small underground room with a narrow shaft of light.
Junius lay on a pallet, his eyes closed, and his face pale.
Dacia dropped to her knees and, bending over her
brother, cried,“Junius, Junius, you are alive!”
He slowly opened his eyes, sighed, and closed them
again wearily.
“He will live,”Viturius said.“And when he is better,
we will help him out of the country, away from danger.”
“Viturius, I want to be a Christian. My father is brave,
but he hurts others.You are brave enough to be good.”
“God is gracious,” said Viturius in a happy tone.
“Another proud Roman will be baptized and become a
follower of the Lord.”
“I want to stay here, with you and the other
Christians.”
Viturius shook his head,“No, my dear.The Christian’s
first lesson is obedience.You are too young to leave
your home. Stay then, and learn patience, and when the
excitement is over, you can slip away to the services
and learn of Jesus.”
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Three Hundred Years: Unit 13 Quiz
Students will begin by reading Matthew 5:43-45 together as a class. (Allow students
who have memorized this to recite it instead, and give extra points for doing so.) This
passage is a central concept for the Anabaptist-Mennonite faith perspective of Jesus’
life and teachings.
Students will recite their selected passages from Mark in turn, going chronologically
through the book, from beginning to end. This activity symbolizes the first Christians’
use of oral tradition to share the gospel.
After the memorized passages are recited, students will share in reverse order at least
one significant concept they learned from this year’s sixth grade Bible class. Affirm each
student’s comments by acknowledging that each of us has a unique faith experience,
and that God speaks to our hearts according to what we need.
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