Grade 6—Unit 2

Far from Home
The Jewish exiles in Babylon were homesick for their own land. This period of
exile became a time of reflection for the Jewish people. They asked themselves,
“How did we get into this mess? Does it make sense to continue to worship a God
who apparently let us down? Is it possible to worship God without the temple?”
They remembered the words of Isaiah and Jeremiah. They believed that they were
in exile because of their unfaithfulness to God and unjust actions towards their
neighbors. The exiles repented and worshiped the Lord.
LESSONS
1. Captives taken to Babylon
2. What Do We Do Now?
3. Daniel and Friends
4. Our Ultimate Allegiance
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Unit 2: Far from Home
Unit Information
SUMMARY
The Exile was a result of the Babylonians’ three deportations of Jews from
Jerusalem to Babylon, beginning in 587 BCE. This unit helps students connect
with the Jews’ feelings during this time and acknowledge the Exile’s role as God’s
punishment. They will recognize the hope God offered, explore stories of Jews and
modern persons who were faithful during suffering, and review the major events
from the time of Abraham through the Exile.

KEY BIBLE TEXTS
2 Kings 24–25
Jeremiah 7, 11, 29, and 34
Daniel 1–6

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
A Sad Time
In the year 587 BCE, Judah ceased to be a nation. Many of the leading citizens
were exiled to Babylon. The timeline below gives a brief synopsis of Jewish history.

1000 BCE

900 BCE

800 BCE

700 BCE

600 BCE

500 BCE

Circa 1000 BCE: Establishment of the Davidic Dynasty. Jerusalem became the
capital and worship center of Israel.
931 BCE: The Divided Kingdom. The nation divided into Israel (Northern Kingdom)
and Judah (Southern Kingdom).
722 BCE: Fall of Samaria, capital of Israel. Assyria, the ruling empire of the time,
conquered Israel, took captive its upper class, and resettled the land with foreigners.
(The kingdom of Judah, though it remained self-governing, paid tribute to the Assyrians.)
612 BCE: Rise of the Babylonian Empire. The once-powerful Assyrian empire fell
to the Babylonians (also known as the Chaldeans).
597 BCE: Conquest of Jerusalem, capital of Judah. The Babylonians conquered
Judah and put a puppet king in charge. Many leading citizens (including King
Jehoiachin) were deported to Babylon.
587 BCE: Destruction of Jerusalem. After another rebellion against the
Babylonians, Jerusalem was destroyed. Its temple was destroyed, its king blinded,
and more of its people deported. The state of Judah ended. Some of the remaining
citizens fled to Egypt.
582 BCE: More people deported to Babylon.
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Dates and facts tell us nothing of the anguish, fear, and deprivation during the
two-year siege of Jerusalem. Second Kings 25 gives greater details. We can imagine
the myriad of feelings people had as they watched their homes, city walls, and
temple being destroyed by the Chaldean conquerors. Psalm 137 expresses the
anger and pain of those who were exiled. In their anger, they longed for revenge.
The people’s hearts questioned, Why? Why would the Babylonians, whose god
was not truly God, be able to take over the LORD’s own city, temple, and people?
People of the ancient Near East believed that the strongest god would win the battle.
What did that say about the LORD, the God of Israel?
The prophets had already answered such questions. God, they said, was still
in control. Those conquering nations who worshiped idols would face God’s judgment one day. For now, however, the pagan empire-builders were the means of
God’s judgment on Judah. The exiled Jews came to understand their situation in
light of what the prophets, whom they had rejected, had spoken.
The people had forgotten their covenant with the LORD in whose land they
lived (Jeremiah 11:117). As an exiled people, they faced the consequences of that
broken covenant. Jeremiah, the great prophet of doom during the last generation
before Judah’s fall, had once stood at the temple gate loudly denouncing the
absurdity of Judah’s logic. “The LORD will protect his house and his city. We are
safe in this place. The temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.” So they
spoke, as they continued unjust acts toward the poor and worshiping the baals
alongside their proper words and rituals at the temple of the LORD. (Jeremiah
7:1-15). See also Jeremiah 11:1-17 and 34:8-21.
Isaiah, a century earlier, had pictured God’s people as a well-tended vineyard
that had nevertheless yielded wild grapes. He concluded the word picture by
likening the vineyard of the LORD Almighty to the house of Israel, and the people
of Judah to the garden of God’s delight. Isaiah rebuked the people. He told them
that the LORD looked for justice, but saw bloodshed. The LORD looked for righteousness, but heard cries of distress (Isaiah 5:7).
The New Babylonian Empire that conquered Judah was an impressive culture.
Nebuchadnezzar II’s building projects made Babylon into a splendid city. King
Nebuchadnezzar gave much attention to religious matters. He rebuilt several temples, including that of Babylon’s patron god, Marduk. The short drama “Why Are
You Crying?” imagines the feelings of the exiled Jew in the midst of this pagan
splendor.
A Time for Decision
Recently the Jews had been a “majority religion” in their own territory. Now they
were an insignificant minority in an impressive pagan culture. The Jews had several options for how to respond to their circumstances.
The first option was likely the easiest. They could give up their worship of
Yahweh and accept the pagan gods of Babylon. Why continue to worship a God
who had allowed his people to experience defeat? The Jewish faith had been torn
from its moorings. The people were no longer in the Promised Land. The temple lay
in ruins. Their faith was in great danger of being lost amid the myriad of religious
practices in this foreign land of exile. The influence of Babylonian culture and
thought was strong. Many Jews must have wondered whether the high level of
Babylonian culture might not be due to the superiority of Babylonian gods.
The second option involved a long period of mourning. The Jewish people
could have chosen to spend all their time grieving and being angry.
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As a third option, the exiles could have chosen repentance. Their sins had gotten them into this predicament. Certainly not all bad things that happen to people
are the result of their sinfulness. In this case, though, God’s prophets saw the
period of exile as the direct result of breaking a covenant. Many people searched
their hearts and prayed for forgiveness. They asked Yahweh to take them home.
Some people chose a fourth option. They simply made the best of a difficult
situation and eventually became comfortable (and assimilated) into Babylonian
culture. The great prophet Jeremiah, still back in Palestine, wrote a letter to the
earliest group of exiles in Babylon and urged them to “build houses and settle
down; plant gardens. . . Also seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I
have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too
will prosper” (Jeremiah 29).
Some Jews probably accepted the pagan gods and culture. Their story is not
recorded in the Scriptures. Many of the exiled Jews chose option two. Psalm 137
and Lamentations illustrate that grief and anger played an important role in the
exile community.
The exiles did not, however, remain imprisoned by their grief. They moved
beyond it. They chose to remember Yahweh’s steadfast love and repent of their
sins (option 3). Daniel 9 is a great prayer of confession reflecting how some Jews
turned to Yahweh during the exile experience.
Finally, most Jews followed Jeremiah’s advice. They made the best of their situation. In fact, many Jews became so comfortable in Babylon that when they
were allowed to return to their homeland 70 years later, they chose to stay in
Babylon. Life in Babylon was not entirely miserable for the Jews. They had some
social freedom and much economic opportunity.
During the exile, a new community of faith emerged. It was marked by adherence
to the law. The people were apparently cured of past tendencies toward idolatry.
Instead of being swept away by the sea of Babylonian culture, Jewish faith showed
remarkable vitality. Though Jerusalem and the temple lay in ruins, Yahweh was
seen as the Lord of history, who held the destiny of all nations in his hands—even
those who did not acknowledge him.
During the exile, the Jews adopted Aramaic as their nation’s language. Hebrew
was no longer the language that all Jewish people spoke every day. Aramaic is
related to Hebrew, but is different enough to be a separate language. Aramaic was
the lingua franca of the ancient Near East. It was the language of trade and cultural exchange. This does not mean that Hebrew was dropped entirely.
Faith and Courage in a Strange Land
As stated earlier, most Jews chose to make the best of their situations when they
found themselves in exile. They built homes and took business opportunities.
Many continued to keep the laws and worship the LORD without temple rituals.
Though the culture provided relative freedom, the stories of Daniel show that
imperial claims and a pagan environment nevertheless conflicted at times with the
worship and faithful practice of Judaism. As part of a pagan king’s court, Daniel
and his friends were in an especially tricky situation.
The stories in Daniel 1–6 show God’s sovereignty in spite of pagan and imperial
claims. With faith and courage, Daniel and his friends remained true to the LORD
amidst a pagan environment.
Daniel was among the first batch of prisoners taken into exile in 597 BCE.
During this time Babylon gradually tightened the noose around Israel. Daniel
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must have been an attractive or especially gifted youth, since Nebuchadnezzar
only took those with the most potential back to Babylon. Daniel and his friends
were offered honorable jobs as pages in the royal court (Daniel 1). To carry out the
duties of this attractive job, Daniel and his friends were expected to abandon the
religious dietary laws of the Jewish people. (This may have included restrictions
recorded in Genesis 9:4; Deuteronomy 12:23, 14:21; and Exodus 34:15.) They did
not give up their faith convictions to achieve personal success and comfort.
Daniel 2 emphasizes that true insight and understanding come from God alone.
Only God could interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The king’s dream symbolized
how great political empires will all pass away. It also showed how God eventually
will bring in a “kingdom which will never be destroyed.” The statue in the king’s
dream was made of various materials thought to represent the successive kingdoms of Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. (If you are interested in the
controversy surrounding the identification of the four kingdoms and the dating of
the book of Daniel, see the NIV Study Bible introduction and study notes.)
In the familiar fiery furnace account of Daniel 3, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
remained faithful, not knowing if God would deliver them (Daniel 3:16-18). When
they emerged from the furnace unharmed, the king praised God (Daniel 3:28-29).
The story of Daniel in the lion’s den (Daniel 6) makes a similar point. Daniel
continued to pray to God rather than to the king. Trapped by his own laws, the
king worried all night about Daniel’s welfare. The king issued a decree honoring
the God of Daniel when he found Daniel unharmed after a night with a ferocious
lion (Daniel 6:25-27).
Daniel 4 and 5 show that God abhors arrogant political powers. Nebuchadnezzar,
the greatest king of the ancient world, went insane. Only when he recognized God
as the true source of power, was his sanity restored. Belshazzar, not learning from
the mistakes of Nebuchadnezzar, defied God by using objects stolen from the
Jerusalem temple. His wild party turned suddenly solemn when handwriting
appeared on the wall. That very night Belshazzar’s throne was overtaken by the
Medo-Persian empire.
The courage and integrity of Daniel and his friends in the midst of social and
political pressure have brought courage and hope to many caught in risky situations.
The stories of Daniel played an important role in helping some Jews be faithful
during the persecution of Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 167-164 BCE.
Not all heroes of faith have been rescued as Daniel and his friends were. Many
have suffered because of their faith. God always gives us strength and courage
when we strive to be faithful.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
• In 587 , Judah was conquered by the Babylonians. Many Jews were taken
into exile in the pagan city of Babylon.
• God’s followers experience suffering, sometimes as punishment for ignoring God’s
commands and other times as no direct result of things they have done.
• God’s followers should put their ultimate allegiance in God, even though it could
mean risking their lives.
• Throughout the Old Testament, God demonstrated faithfulness and forgiveness
towards the Israelites.
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WORSHIP
Use any of the following songs:
“Babylon streams received our tears,” Hymnal: A Worship Book #134 (Lesson 1)
“In Your Sickness,” p. 15 (Lessons 1-3)
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” HWB #327 (Lessons 2, 5)
“Dare to be a Daniel,” p. 65 (Lessons 3-4)
Students will pray for situations of suffering, as explained in Lesson 2. These
prayer concerns could be continually remembered throughout the unit. Students
will recite the memory passages together, as they fit with each lesson.

MEMORY PASSAGES
Psalm 130 (Lessons 1, 2, and 5)—Main memory work
Lamentations 3:21-24 (Lessons 3 and 4)—Bonus memory work
Psalm 130
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
Lord, Hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
To the voice of my supplications!
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you,
So that you may be revered.
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
And in his word I hope;
My soul waits for the Lord
More than those who watch for the morning,
More than those who watch for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
And with him is great power to redeem.
It is he who will redeem Israel
From all its iniquities.
Lamentations 3: 21-24
But this I call to mind,
And therefore I have hope:
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
His mercies never come to an end;
They are new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness.
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in him.”
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MEMORY VERSE CONNECTIONS
Psalm 130—The Jews were offered forgiveness even though they had ignored God.
At the end of 2 Kings, the mood is hopeful. God’s mercy, love, and redemption are
still present, even though the people had sinned.
Lamentations 3:21-24—During the Exile, the people of Israel were not ruined;
they were only experiencing a period of suffering. They were instructed to repent
and wait for their compassionate God to deliver them.

ASSESSING TEACHING / LEARNING
Students will show their understanding of the Exile and the Jews’ response to it
through the quiz provided at the end of Lesson 4. They will also have opportunity
to recite the memory verses.
The assessment at the end of this unit covers all of the material from Theme 1.
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Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
Lord, Hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
To the voice of my supplications!
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
Bu there is forgiveness with you,
So that you may be revered.
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
And in his word I hope;
My soul waits for the Lord
More than those who watch for the morning,
More than those who watch for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
And with him is great power to redeem.
It is he who will redeem Israel
From all its iniquities.
Psalm 130
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Far from Home
LESSON 1: CAPTIVES TAKEN TO BABYLON
Objective
As students learn about King Nebuchadnezzar sending the people of Judah into
exile in Babylon, they will connect with the story by reflecting on times they have
been away from home.

Text: 2 Kings 24:8–25:12
Key Concepts
• Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar in
587 BCE.
• Leading citizens of Judah were sent into exile in Babylon.

Essential Questions
• How does it feel to be away from home while longing to return?
• What did King Nebuchadnezzar do to Jerusalem and its people?

Estimated Lesson Time: 45 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
“Medo-Babylonian Realms” map (p. 84)
“Israelites Taken into Exile” (p. 85)
“2 Kings 24:18—2 Kings 25:12 Events” (p. 86)
“Responding to the Exile” (p. 88)
Writing and art supplies: drawing pencils/markers, paints, smocks, etc.
Middle Eastern music, CD player (optional)
For Extend the Lesson, option one: “Babylonian Scavenger Hunt” (p. 89), Bible
reference books
• For Extend the Lesson, option two: “Exile: A Game of Equivalent Names” (p. 91),
card stock, scissors

Teacher Preparation
•
•
•
•

Make an overhead transparency of “Israelites Taken into Exile,” or project the page.
Make copies of the map and handouts, one of each for every student.
Choose reflective Middle Eastern music to play during response time, if desired.
If using Extend the Lesson activities, make the needed copies of handouts. Note:
The “Exile” game cards should be printed on card stock.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Connect with the Israelites’ feelings going into exile in Babylon. Ask, “Have you
ever been far away from home?” Allow students to share brief stories. Determine
who has been farthest from home, and for the longest time. Introduce the concept
that many Israelites were forced to leave their homes for an indefinite period of time.
Ask, “Have you ever felt lonely or sad when you were away from home?” You might
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start with your own response to this question, since students may be hesitant to
share personal feelings.
Recite the memory passage, Psalm 130:1-2, together. This expresses emotions
that the Israelites may have been feeling. Make sure students know they will be
required to memorize all of Psalm 130 and can begin working on that at home.
They should know all of Psalm 130 for the quiz between after Lesson 4.

LESSON STEPS
1. Read 2 Kings 24:8-17. Trace the journey into exile on the “Map of MedoBabylonian Realms.” The Israelites would most likely have traveled north through
Carchemish and Haran, then down the Euphrates River Valley, to avoid crossing
the unpopulated desert region.
2. Israelites in Exile Act-it-Out. Display the overhead transparency, “Israelites
Taken into Exile.” This refers to the captives taken in 2 Kings 24:14. Invite several
volunteers to stand below the projected transparency, each representing a character
in the illustration. Act as interviewer, asking the volunteers to respond to these
questions: What was your reaction when you saw King Nebuchadnezzar removing
all the treasures from the temple? Why did King Nebuchadnezzar choose to take
you into exile? How does being taken into exile affect your trust in God? Invite
additional relevant questions from the audience.
3. “2 Kings 24:18—2 Kings 25:12 Events.” Read 2 Kings 24:18—2 Kings 25:12.
Fill in the events of 1-2 Kings on the worksheet.
4. Read Psalm 137:1-6 as an example of a response to the exile. Students will
respond to the story through writing or art on the student page, as if they were
Israelite captives taken into exile. They may choose to write a poem, write a letter
to a friend remaining in Jerusalem, or express their feelings by drawing or painting. Responses should be finished as a homework assignment.
Note: Make sure to keep responses in a safe place, as they will be shared in
class during Lesson 2. Reflective Middle Eastern music can be played softly during
this response time.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 45 minutes.)
• “Babylonian Scavenger Hunt.” Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4, and have
them complete the activity sheet with the help of Bible reference books. Instructions
for the scavenger hunt are given on the sheet.
• Play a game. Divide the class into groups of 3-4 students. Distribute the handout “Exile: A Game of Equivalent Names,” one to each group. The groups should
read the handouts together, noting names that refer to the same groups of people
or places. They can then cut apart the cards to play “Exile,” similar to the Old
Maid card game.
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Name: ___________________________

2 Kings 24:18–2 Kings 25:12 Events
1. How old was Zedekiah when he became king in Jerusalem? _______________
2. How old was he at the end of his reign? ________________________________
3. What did he do that caused the King of Babylon to come with all his army against
Jerusalem?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem and built siegeworks
against it all around. How long did King Nebuchadnezzar’s army stay?
____________________________________________________________________________________
5. What happened at that time?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
6. Summarize what happened in the 5th month, on the 7th day of the month—which
was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
7. Was anything at all left in Jerusalem? ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

2 Kings 24:18–2 Kings 25:12 Events
21
1. How old was Zedekiah when he became king in Jerusalem? _______________
32 (He reigned 11 years.)
2. How old was he at the end of his reign? ________________________________
3. What did he do that caused the King of Babylon to come with all his army against
Jerusalem?

He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. He also rebeled against the
_____________________________________________________________________________________
king of Babylon.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem and built siegeworks
against it all around. How long did King Nebuchadnezzar’s army stay?

The army stayed until the 11th year of King Zedekiah’s reign.
____________________________________________________________________________________
5. What happened at that time?

The famine was so severe that there was no food in the land. King Zedekiah
___________________________________________________________________________________
had a breach made in the wall and tried to flee with his soldiers by night.
___________________________________________________________________________________
But the Chaldeans (Babylonians) pursued him and captured him. They killed
___________________________________________________________________________________
his sons before his eyes and then put out his eyes and took him to Babylon.
___________________________________________________________________________________
6. Summarize what happened in the 5th month, on the 7th day of the month—which
was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.

Nebuzaradan, a servant of the King of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He burned the
_____________________________________________________________________________________
house of the Lord, the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem. The walls around
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Jerusalem were torn down. Most of the people were carried off to exile in Babylon.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Some of the poorest people were left to
7. Was anything at all left in Jerusalem? ___________________________________________

be

vinedressers and tillers of the soil.
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: _____________________________

Responding to the Exile
In the space provided, complete one of the following options as if you were a Jew during
the Exile:
• Write a poem expressing your feelings about being exiled
• As a Jew in exile in Babylon, write a letter to a friend who was allowed to remain
in Jerusalem.
• Draw or paint a picture expressing your feelings about being in exile.
You will be asked to share about your work at the beginning of class tomorrow.
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Babylonian
Scavenger Hunt
Use Bible reference books to find answers to the
following questions. When your group has completed
the worksheet, shout “Exile!” and your teacher will
check your answers. The game is over when all groups
have finished and their answers have been checked.
1. It runs through Babylon. It is not a train, but
its name sounds like a kind of train. What is it?
_____________________________________________________
2. Who was Marduk?_______________________________
3. In its name is something to help pave roads,
but it’s really the name of a gate made with blue
glazed bricks.
_____________________________________________________
4. Whose name was chiseled into the paving bricks
of the processional way?
_____________________________________________________
5. Which of the Seven Ancient Wonders of the
World might the Jewish exiles in Babylon have seen?
________________________________________________________
6. The city gates in Babylon were named after:
________________________________________________________
7. Another name for the Babylonians in the New
Babylonian Empire was:
________________________________________________________
(Hint: It starts with the same letters as church,
but the beginning sound is like a K.)

8. Make up another question yourselves and
answer it:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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(Answer Key)

Babylonian
Scavenger Hunt
Use Bible reference books to find answers to the
following questions. When your group has completed
the worksheet, shout “Exile!” and your teacher will
check your answers. The game is over when all groups
have finished and their answers have been checked.
1. It runs through Babylon. It is not a train, but
its name sounds like a kind of train. What is it?

The Euphrates River
_____________________________________________________
A Babylonian god
2. Who was Marduk?_______________________________
3. In its name is something to help pave roads,
but it’s really the name of a gate made with blue
glazed bricks.

Ishtar Gate
_____________________________________________________
4. Whose name was chiseled into the paving bricks
of the Processional Way?

Nebuchadnezzar
_____________________________________________________
5. Which of the Seven Ancient Wonders of the
World might the Jewish exiles in Babylon have seen?

The hanging gardens of Babylon
________________________________________________________
6. The city gates in Babylon were named after:

gods
________________________________________________________
7. Another name for the Babylonians in the New
Babylonian Empire was:

Chaldeans
________________________________________________________
(Hint: It starts with the same letters as church,
but the beginning sound is like a K.)

8. Make up another question yourselves and
answer it:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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EXILE: A Game of Equivalent Names
Jews (Israelites, Hebrews, People of Israel, People of Judah):
They were descendants of the Israelites, who originated with Jacob. They were also
referred to as Hebrews while they were slaves in Egypt. When the kingdom of Israel
divided after King Solomon’s death, the Northern Kingdom was known as Israel and
the Southern Kingdom was known as Judah. Although people of both kingdoms
were Israelites by birth, the people from the Northern Kingdom were called the people
of Israel and those from the Southern Kingdom were called the people of Judah.
During the exile, the people of Judah were called Jews.
Babylonians (Chaldeans, Neo-Babylonians):
The Babylonians at the time of the Exile were also called Chaldeans and Neo-Babylonians.
This separates them from the Babylonians of an earlier time when Babylon was a
world power. Historians refer to the people of Babylon during the earlier period of
wealth and power as Babylonians. They refer to the people of Babylon during the
time of the Exile (a second period of great power) as Neo-Babylonians or Chaldeans.
Nebuchadnezzar (Nebuchadrezzar):
This is the Babylonian king who destroyed Jerusalem and took some of its leading
citizens into exile. Sometimes, in modern Jewish resources, he is called Nebuchadrezzar.
Kebar River (Hebar River, Chebar River):
Many of the Jewish captives were taken to Tel Abib, along this river that was close to
Nippur (about 60 miles from the city of Babylon). Kebar is sometimes spelled Hebar or
Chebar.

RULES FOR PLAYING “EXILE”
Cut apart the cards on the following pages to create a deck of cards for your group.
Players: 3 to 4 to a group
Goal: To avoid being the player who ends the game holding the “Exile” card.
Setup: Choose a dealer. Deal the cards as evenly as possible. Each person is dealt
6 or 7 cards.
To play: Players sort their cards and discard any pairs. If a name is exactly the same
as another, it is a match. If a name refers to the same group of people or place as
another name, it is also a match. (A player that has 3 of a kind should discard two
cards and keep the third.)
The player to the left of the dealer chooses a card (without seeing what it is) from
the dealer’s hand. If the card matches one already in his/her hand, the player lays
down the pair. If it is not a match, he/she keeps it. The next player to the left then
chooses a card from the previous player, and so on around the table.
The object is of the game is to discard all the cards in your hand. Play continues
until there are no more pairs and the only remaining card is the “Exile” card.
The person holding the Exile card at the end of the game loses, because there is
no match for this card.
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Jews

Jews

israelites

hebrews

hebrews

israelites

people of
israel

people of
israel

people of
judah
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people of
judah

babylonians

babylonians

chaldeans

chaldeans

neobabylonians

neobabylonians

nebuchadnezzar

nebuchadnezzar
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nebuchaddrezzar

nebuchaddrezzar

kebar

kebar

hebar

hebar

chebar

chebar

EXILE
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Far from Home
LESSON 2: WHAT DO WE DO NOW?
Objective
Students will recognize reasons for the Exile, explore the role of punishment in
difficult situations, and acknowledge that God continues to have a hopeful plan
for God’s people in difficult times.

Text: Jeremiah 52:28-30, 2 Kings 25:27-30, Jeremiah 29:1-14
Key Concepts
• God sent the Jews into exile as a result of their rebellious behaviors.
• Not all suffering is a result of God’s punishment.
• God did not give up on the Jews, even though they were disobedient; God provided
for their deliverance from captivity if they repented.

Essential Questions
• Why were the Jews sent into exile?
• Do you know of someone suffering who did nothing to deserve it?
• How can we encourage others who are experiencing suffering?

Estimated Lesson Time: 45 minutes
Materials
• Writings and artwork from Lesson 1
• Student Bibles
• For Extend the Lesson, option one: “Remembering Jeremiah” play (pp. 97-98),
costumes if desired
• For Extend the Lesson, option two: card stock, envelopes, drawing pencils/markers,
other card-making supplies

Teacher Preparation
• If using Extend the Lesson, option one, make 5 copies of the play and gather
costumes.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Share writings and artwork. Students should be prepared to share their poems,
letters, or artwork from Lesson 1. Allow time for them to read or explain their
work.

LESSON STEPS
1. Read Jeremiah 52:28-30. Note that captives from Judah were taken into exile
on three different occasions. The first was 597 BCE. The Babylonians conquered
Jerusalem and put a puppet king in charge. Many leading citizens were deported
to Babylon. The next deportation was in 587 BCE, with the destruction of
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Jerusalem. After another rebellion against the Babylonians, Jerusalem was
destroyed, its temple destroyed, its king blinded and more of its people deported.
(This was the focus of the worksheet from Lesson 1.) In 582 BCE, more people
were deported to Babylon. Explain this concept to the students so they are clear
that there were three times that Jews were taken into exile.
2. Discuss suffering and God’s punishment. Ask students to explain why God
had Judah taken into exile. Recall Jeremiah’s warnings of impending disaster if
the Israelites continued to disobey God’s commands. It is clear in Scripture that
because the people did not repent, the Exile was their punishment. Now ask, “Is
every bad circumstance God’s punishment?” Challenge the students to think of
people they know who have suffered even though they were following God. Invite
them to sensitively share about these situations, in the confidential classroom setting. Clarify the difference between God’s warning and then punishing, and God’s
allowing difficulties to occur that are not punishment.
3. Spend time in prayer. Invite student volunteers to pray aloud for the situations
that were shared. Close with a prayer that emphasizes God’s presence during difficult times.
4. Read 2 Kings 25:27-30, and ask students to identify the mood of the verses.
Hope is offered; the kingdom of Judah still exists even in a time of exile. Emphasize
God’s continuing presence; God never gives up on us. God’s promise to be with us
endures, no matter what may happen.
5. Recite Psalm 130:1-4, the memory passage for Unit 2, highlighting that there
is forgiveness with God.
6. Read Jeremiah 29:1-14. Ask students to list the hopeful promises God makes
to the exiled Jews in this passage.
7. Preview the next lesson’s activities by mentioning that students will be creating puppets based on Daniel’s life. Invite them to bring any puppet-making
materials from home that might enhance their presentations.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 45 minutes.)
• “Remembering Jeremiah.” Select five students to read the play. Use costumes if
desired.
• Make cards of encouragement. Invite students to illustrate and write an
encouraging card to someone who is suffering or has experienced suffering
through no fault of their own. Students should include ideas from today’s lesson
about God’s presence and continuing plan in the midst of difficulties. They could
also include words of hope from today’s Scripture texts. Students may want to
work together on one card, particularly if some students do not know a person
who is experiencing suffering.
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Remembering Jeremiah
This skit involves five students. Three will be readers and the other two will do
silent acting, gesturing appropriately as the others read their parts.
Characters:
Narrator
Neriah (reader)
Zephaniah (reader)
Neriah (silent actor)
Zephaniah (silent actor)
Costumes: Tunics
Props: Construction paper palm tree, construction paper harp, long piece of blue
paper or cloth to represent a river
(The two readers should remain out of sight, behind a curtain, screen, large box, or
other room divider.)
Narrator:

Neriah sighed and laid his harp beside a tree. He sits here beside the
Kebar River in Baylonia. With him is another young Jewish boy named
Zephaniah.

Zephaniah:

What’s wrong?

Neriah:

I’ve been asked to sing at the royal banquet next week. “Sing something typical,” they said. “Sing a song from your homeland.” How can I
sing the songs of Jerusalem here in Babylon? How can I sing the songs
of the LORD in a foreign land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my
right hand forget its skill.*

Zephaniah:

(admiringly) That sounds like a song you’re making up right now. I
wonder what would happen if you sang that to them. Seriously,
Neriah, you should make it into a song. We need songs like that right
now—songs that help us cry together for home, songs that say how
angry we are.

Neriah:

Why?

Zephaniah:

Well, because after we’re done crying, we can go on with life the way
Jeremiah said in that letter he wrote to us.**

Neriah:

No! Why did the LORD allow it to happen? The destruction of the temple!
The destruction of Jerusalem! Why? Why didn’t he strike down the
Edomites when they cheered on the Babylonians? Why the starving
babies and the orphaned children?

Zephaniah:

Jeremiah told us why. I know our parents didn’t listen to Jeremiah . . .
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Neriah:

Or even like him much!

Zephaniah:

My father said it couldn’t happen. “The temple! Ah, no! They can’t touch
Jerusalem and the LORD’s temple! The LORD will protect his dwelling
place.” But Jeremiah said, “The temple of the LORD, the temple of the
LORD. You think you are safe here, no matter how you act. Quit worshiping Baal,” he said. “Quit taking advantage of the widow, the orphan,
and the alien. Repent and obey the LORD. If you break the covenant
with God, he will remove you from the land.” ***

Neriah:

I guess it made our fathers and the other leaders angry. Do you think
they were afraid? Afraid that maybe Jeremiah was right?

Zephaniah:

Yes. Think about it. Being fair and helpful to the widows and aliens . . .
well, it would have meant less of the fine things for us.

Neriah:

Jeremiah was right. The land wasn’t really ours. It was God’s. So we
really did this to ourselves, didn’t we?

Zephaniah:

Well, the people from our parents’ generation are really to blame. I know
one thing, though. If God ever allows us to go back to Jerusalem, things
will be different.

Neriah:

I’ll find a way to get excused from singing at the royal banquet. (Picks
up his harp.) I think I will write a song for our people, though. That’s a
good idea, Zephaniah.

Narrator:

People like Zephaniah and Neriah expressed their sadness. Eventually
they made the best of their situation as exiles. They gardened. They
built homes. They married and had families. They chose to do what was
good for the land and the people in Babylonia. Most important, they
kept their trust in the LORD their God and repented of the idolatry of
the past.

* Psalm 137:4-5
** Jeremiah 29
*** Jeremiah 7:1-15, 11:1-17
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Far from Home
LESSON 3: DANIEL AND FRIENDS
Objective
Students will become experts on Daniel’s story by writing a play and creating
puppets to retell the story, and watching plays performed by their classmates.
Note: If you don’t have time to use four class periods for this lesson, you may choose
to narrow it down to one period. Divide students into six groups, giving each group
a portion of the story to read. Then ask the groups to share the information from their
portion of the story in some way with the rest of the class. The class may take notes
on the six portions of the story and answer the questions on the “Daniel 1–6” pages.

Text: Daniel 1–6
Key Concepts
• Daniel and his friends exemplified faith, integrity, and courage in the time of the
Exile. They were willing to risk their lives to honor God alone as the true source
of wisdom and power.

Essential Questions
• What challenges did Daniel and his friends face as a result of their belief in God
alone?
• Why were Daniel and his friends willing to risk their lives?
• How did God protect Daniel and his friends?

Estimated Lesson Time: Four 45-minute periods (or one—see note above)
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
“Create a Puppet Play” (p. 101)
Puppet materials—see page 101 for suggestions
“Daniel 1–6” (pp. 102-103)
For Extend the Lesson, option one: poster board or paper, colored pencils/markers

Teacher Preparation
•
•
•
•

Collect materials for making puppets.
Be ready to set up the puppet stage, using a table or doorway and fabric.
Gather chairs for an audience, if you invited guests.
Make copies of “Create a Puppet Play” (one per student group) and “Puppet Show
Questions” (one per student).

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Ask the students to share what they know about Daniel. List items on the
chalkboard. Remind them that Daniel lived during the Exile in Babylon.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Divide students to six groups and assign each group a chapter from Daniel 1–6.
Each group should read their chapter together, taking notes on the main events
and characters.
2. Read Lamentations 3:21-24 together, after all groups have had time to read
their chapters. (This can serve as bonus memory work for students.) Ask students
to give examples of how Daniel and his friends were not consumed as they waited
for God during a challenging situation.
3. “Create a Puppet Play.” Distribute one handout to each group and have them
write a brief puppet play on their chapter, using their notes on main events and
characters. Check each group’s script before giving them permission to begin
making the puppets. Ensure that the main points of the chapter have been covered
accurately. Plays should not last more than five minutes.
Instruct students about the basic puppet type they will be making and where
the materials are located.
4. Make the puppets. Students will spend the second class period making their
puppets and practicing their plays. They will not all be able to practice on the actual
puppet stage, so they will need to improvise using a desk or table. As students
work, set up the puppet stage: either drape fabric over a table or hang fabric in a
doorway using a tension rod or tacks.
5. Present the puppet shows. On the third and fourth days of this lesson, students will present their plays. As they watch, students will take notes using the
“Daniel 1–6” pages. After each puppet show, review the questions on the student
pages together. Each show and discussion should take approximately 15 minutes.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 45 minutes.)
• Invite a younger class and/or parents to be part of the puppet show audience.
Students can create announcement posters or invitations.
• Write cinquain poems about Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego,
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, or Darius. Students should follow this form:
Line
Line
Line
Line
Line

1—Character’s name
2—Two adjectives describing the character
3—Three verbs describing the character’s actions
4—Any four-word phrase relating to the character
5—A synonym for the character
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Create a Puppet Play
Puppetry Pointers:
• Use the Bible and your notes to help you know the story
you are going to tell.
• Write the story as a puppet play.
• Decide whether you need a narrator.
• Decide what kind of puppets you want and make them.
• Practice and make any changes that are needed.
• Practice more times to be sure your puppet show is a success!

Puppets You Can Make:
SHADOW PUPPET
People as early as Bible times used these! Make simple
card stock silhouettes. Mount them on thin dowels or
sticks. Make the puppets move between a bright light
and a sheet. The audience sitting on the other side of
the sheet sees the shadow.
PAPER BAG PUPPET
Most paper bag puppets use only the head. Draw and color
the head of the character on a lunch bag. Split the head
at the mouth. Mount the top part on the bottom of the bag.
Mount the rest on the side of the bag, making sure the
mouth lines up. Now make it look like the puppet is talking by moving the top of the mouth from inside the bag.
FELT MITT PUPPET
Cut two mitt pieces with two thumbs each. Glue along
the edges, except at the bottom. Decorate with fabric
paints or markers. Attach yarn for hair. Operate the
arms with thumb and little finger.
FINGER PUPPET
Draw the character on stiff paper and
mount it on a strip long enough to
wrap around your finger. Tape the ends
of the strip together and slip the puppet
onto your pointer finger.
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Name: ___________________________

Daniel 1–6
For each puppet show, answer the questions listed below. You will discuss these questions
as a class after writing your own response.

Daniel 1
Why were Daniel and his friends chosen for service to the king?
________________________________________________________________________________________
What did Daniel and his friends refuse to do?
________________________________________________________________________________________
Were they punished for this?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 2
What did Daniel volunteer to do for King Nebuchadnezzar?
________________________________________________________________________________________
What was the king’s dream?
________________________________________________________________________________________
According to Daniel’s interpretation, what did the dream mean?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 3
What did King Nebuchadnezzar order everyone to do?
________________________________________________________________________________________
Who did not obey the king’s orders?
________________________________________________________________________________________
How were these persons punished?
________________________________________________________________________________________
Did the punishment work?
________________________________________________________________________________________
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Daniel 4
What dream did King Nebuchadnezzar have?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
According to Daniel, what did the dream mean?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
How did King Nebuchadnezzar escape the bad results of the dream?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 5
What mystery happened during King Belshazzar’s banquet?
________________________________________________________________________________________
What was Daniel’s interpretation of this?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
What happened to the king?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 6
What did Daniel do to disobey King Darius’ orders?
________________________________________________________________________________________
What was Daniel’s punishment?
________________________________________________________________________________________
Did the punishment work?
________________________________________________________________________________________
How did the king change his orders?
________________________________________________________________________________________
Why were Daniel and his friends willing to take these risks in Daniel 1–6?
________________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Daniel 1–6
For each puppet show, answer the questions listed below. You will discuss these questions
as a class after writing your own response.

Daniel 1
Why were Daniel and his friends chosen for service to the king?

They were good-looking and intelligent, some of the top young Israelite men of nobility.
________________________________________________________________________________________
What did Daniel and his friends refuse to do?

They refused to eat the king's food or drink the wine, eating vegetables and drinking water instead.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Were they punished for this?

They were not punished because they were healthier than everyone else.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 2
What did Daniel volunteer to do for King Nebuchadnezzar?

He volunteered to interpret his dream, which no one else could figure out.
________________________________________________________________________________________
What was the king’s dream?

A rock demolished a huge statue, then became a mountain that filled the earth.
________________________________________________________________________________________
According to Daniel’s interpretation, what did the dream mean?

King Nebuchadnezzar was the statue, and a later kingdom would crush his.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 3
What did King Nebuchadnezzar order everyone to do?

He made a huge idol of himself and ordered everyone to worship it when music was played.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Who did not obey the king’s orders?

Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego
________________________________________________________________________________________
How were these persons punished?

They were tied up and thrown into a blazing furnace.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Did the punishment work?

No. A fourth man appeared in the furnace and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego emerged unharmed.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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Daniel 4
What dream did King Nebuchadnezzar have?

A tree grew to the sky and provided food and shelter for all living things. An angel ordered the tree to
________________________________________________________________________________________
be cut down; just its stump would remain and it would only be as smart as an animal for seven years.
________________________________________________________________________________________
According to Daniel, what did the dream mean?

The king was like the tree. His power would be taken away and he would live with wild animals.
________________________________________________________________________________________
After seven years, he would acknowledge God and his kingdom would be restored to him.
________________________________________________________________________________________
How did King Nebuchadnezzar escape the bad results of the dream?

After becoming like a wild animal, he praised God and called him the Most High. His kingdom was restored.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 5
What mystery happened during King Belshazzar’s banquet?

Human fingers appeared and wrote an indecipherable message on the wall.
________________________________________________________________________________________
What was Daniel’s interpretation of this?

The
king's reign would soon end, because he did not honor God. His kingdom would be divided
________________________________________________________________________________________
among
the Medes and Persians.
________________________________________________________________________________________
What happened to the king?

He was killed that night, and Darius the Mede took over.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 6
What did Daniel do to disobey King Darius’ orders?

He prayed to God three times daily, not to King Darius, which was the law.
________________________________________________________________________________________
What was Daniel’s punishment?

Daniel was thrown into a den with lions.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Did the punishment work?

No. Angels closed the lions’ mouths and Daniel was unharmed.
________________________________________________________________________________________
How did the king change his orders?

He ordered that everyone believe in God.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Why were Daniel and his friends willing to take these risks in Daniel 1–6?

They trusted in the one true God, who they believed had the power to save them from earthly kings.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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Far from Home
LESSON 4: OUR ULTIMATE ALLEGIANCE
Objective
Students will evaluate several situations in which Christians had to choose
between loyalty to God and loyalty to human authority, recognizing that we are to
be faithful to God above all.

Text: Daniel 1–6
Key Concepts
• God’s people should place their ultimate allegiance in God and God’s plan for
justice, not in human political structures, just as Daniel exemplified.

Essential Questions
• What historical persons chose allegiance to God instead of human authority?
• What are the potential risks when someone puts ultimate allegiance in God?
• In what situations might you be faithful to God that would require taking a risk?

Estimated Lesson Time: 45 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•

“Archbishop Oscar Romero” (p. 108)
Peace Be with You by Cornelia Lehn, pp. 104-105, “I Have a Dream”
“Taking Risks” (p. 109)
For Extend the Lesson, option two: addresses of senators and representatives

Teacher Preparation
• If you are unable to locate the book Peace Be with You, find another book about
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. that would fit well with this lesson.
• Make copies of “Archbishop Oscar Romero,” one per student.
• Make copies of “Taking Risks,” one for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Recall the major events of Daniel’s story from the previous days’ puppet shows,
going back over the “Daniel 1–6” student page and making sure students have
filled in all answers.

LESSON STEPS
1. Read “Archbishop Oscar Romero,” and discuss the questions.
2. Read “I Have a Dream” from the book Peace Be with You. Ask students to
respond to the following questions: Why did Dr. King refuse to follow some of the
laws of his time? To whom was King showing loyalty through his actions? How is
King’s story similar to Daniel’s? What did King help achieve through his nonviolent actions?
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3. Brainstorm current situations where Christians might need to make a choice
between loyalty to human authority and loyalty to God. Students may mention
joining the military, befriending immigrants, paying military taxes, or forgiving
someone who has committed a crime against you. Discuss appropriate responses
and encourage students to listen carefully to others’ points of view, even if they
differs from their own.
4. Read or recite Lamentations 3:21-24 together. (This may serve as bonus
memory work for students.)
5. “Taking Risks.” In the space provided on the student page, students will
respond to the following question: “In what situations would you be willing to take
a risk like Daniel did? Explain how that would demonstrate your ultimate allegiance to God.”

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 45 minutes.)
• Have students share their responses from the “Taking Risks” student page
with the class.
• Write letters. Introduce the concept of writing a letter to a member of Congress
as a meaningful way to share your point of view with the U.S. government. Invite
students to write letters to their representatives or senators and mail them from
the school.
• Research family stories. Students may have stories like Daniel’s in their faith
or family histories. Students can interview their relatives to learn of these stories
and write accounts of them to read to the class.
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Archbishop Oscar Romero
A Priest of Peace 1917-1980
He was a good priest. Father Romero was bright. He was
honest. He prayed. He cared about people.
Oscar Romero knew that most of the people in his country, El Salvador, were poor. Half of the people earned less
than ten dollars a month. He knew too that most of the land
was owned by a handful of very rich families.
As a good priest, Father Romero helped rich and poor
alike. He was kind and generous to the poor. He was popular
among his fellow priests. His bishop liked him and made him
his private secretary. He also put him in charge of the seminary where young men studied to become priests.
In 1970, the Pope named Oscar Romero the Archbishop of
San Salvador, the capital of his country. Slowly, Archbishop
Romero changed. He listened to the priests. He listened to
poor farmers. He learned about injustices in his country. He
realized that the poor were poor because rich and powerful families kept them from
owning land and earning enough money.
Then something tragic happened. More and more of his priests were being killed
because they tried to help the poor struggle for justice. They were good priests. But they
were put in jail and tortured. Or they were shot down in the streets by death squads.
Bishop Romero gradually stood up and spoke out for justice and against violence.
He started a weekly radio program. Each Sunday he spoke about the gospel. He condemned the injustices that hurt the poor. He urged people to respect each other’s
rights and lives.
Bishop Romero’s weekly radio sermon became the most popular program in the
country. Many poor families listened with earphones. They were afraid they would be
tortured or killed if it were known they listened to the program.
The more popular Bishop Romero became with the poor, the less popular he
became with the rich people of El Salvador. He regularly received death threats. Even
some of his fellow bishops disagreed with his strong statements. Many of the wealthy
Catholics opposed him. But Oscar Romero believed strongly that the church must
stand with the poor and speak up for their rights. He began to speak out more clearly
against the death squads. He spoke against the armed forces that seemed to support
those who killed innocent people. He spoke out against the government, challenging
the leaders of his country to stop the violence and injustice.
He knew his life was in danger, but he continued to speak out—until March 24,
1980. At 6:30 that evening he was celebrating mass in a hospital. Two men walked up
to the altar after his sermon. They shot the archbishop through the heart. A fellow
bishop called him “Saint Romero of the Americas.”
Discuss the following questions:
• What was life like for most people in El Salvador?
• In what ways were the rich and powerful oppressing the poor?
• What are some things Archbishop Romero did because he followed Christ?
• What actions placed him in great danger?
• How is his story similar to that of Daniel and his friends? How is it different?
• How do you feel about the choices Archbishop Romero made?
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Name: ___________________________

Taking Risks
As you have learned in Daniel 1–6,
Daniel and his friends took several huge
risks for God. In what situations would
you be willing to take a risk like they did?
Explain how that would demonstrate your
ultimate allegiance to God.
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Name ____________________________

Far from Home: Unit 2 Quiz
Part 1: Memory Passages
Choose one method of memory testing: Either write the memory passage, Psalm 130,
on the back of this page or recite it aloud to your teacher. You may include the
Lamentations 3:21-24 memory passage for extra credit.

Part 2: Understanding the Exile
Answer each question briefly in the space provided.
1. What group of people conquered Jerusalem, and who was their leader?
____________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did God have the Jews taken into exile?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did the Jews have to do to eventually be able to return to Jerusalem?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe two situations where Daniel and/or his friends obeyed God instead of the
king, and what happened to them as a result.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
5. Name one modern-day Christian who risked his/her life by placing ultimate
allegiance in God.
____________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Far from Home: Unit 2 Quiz
Part 1: Memory Passages
Choose one method of memory testing: Either write the memory passage, Psalm 130,
on the back of this page or recite it aloud to your teacher. You may include the
Lamentations 3:21-24 memory passage for extra credit.

Part 2: Understanding the Exile
Answer each question briefly in the space provided.
1. What group of people conquered Jerusalem, and who was their leader?

The Babylonians, led by King Nebuchadnezzar
____________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did God have the Jews taken into exile?

God sent the Jews into exile as a result of their rebellious behavior. God sent prophets
____________________________________________________________________________________
like Jeremiah to warn them to follow God, but they didn't listen.
____________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did the Jews have to do to eventually be able to return to Jerusalem?

They had to repent for their rebellion and return to following God.
____________________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe two situations where Daniel and/or his friends obeyed God instead of the
king, and what happened to them as a result.

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not eat the king’s food. They had vegetables
____________________________________________________________________________________
and water instead. They weren’t punished, because they were healthier than everyone else.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship an idol of King Nebuchadnezzar. They
____________________________________________________________________________________
were thrown into a blazing furnace. A fourth person appeared in the furnace, and then the
____________________________________________________________________________________
three friends came out unharmed. Daniel prayed to God three times daily instead of to King
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Darius. He was thrown into the lion’s den, but God sent angels to keep the lions from
_____________________________________________________________________________________
harming him.
_____________
5. Name one modern-day Christian who risked his/her life by placing ultimate
allegiance in God.

Possible answers: Archbishop Oscar Romero; Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
____________________________________________________________________________________
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