Grade 2—Unit 10

Teachings of Jesus
Jesus shows us what it means to love with unconditional love. Jesus loved
everyone, no matter who they were, what they had done, or how they treated him.
This unit begins with an examination of the first and greatest commandment, as
recorded in Matthew, and helps students consider what kind of love they can
show to others. In addition to showing us how to love, Jesus showed us how to
pray. Students will become familiar with the Lord’s Prayer, and will consider the
many ways they can pray to God throughout the course of a day.
LESSONS
1.
2.
3.
4.

The First and Greatest Commandment
Showing Love for God
Showing Love to Others
Jesus Teaches about Prayer
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Unit 10: Teachings of Jesus
Unit Information
SUMMARY
Jesus tells us to love the Lord God with all our hearts, souls, and minds, and to
love our neighbors as ourselves. If we truly do these things, we will naturally obey
all the other commandments as well. Jesus also taught us how to pray, and models
for us a life of prayer.

KEY BIBLE TEXTS
Matthew 22:34-40
Mark 12:28-30
Luke 18:9-14
Matthew 6:7-15

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
Loving the Lord God
In Matthew 22:34-36, it is evident that the Pharisees and Sadducees were testing
Jesus. The Pharisees were strict Jews who tried to keep God’s laws and the religious
customs exactly as written in the Old Testament. The scribes (who wrote copies of
the scriptures) and the lawyers (who taught the scriptures) would likely have been
Pharisees.
The Sadducees were a group of wealthy and influential Jewish leaders. They
were not well liked because of their politics. They felt threatened by new groups that
might disrupt the order and peace they worked so hard to maintain. They did not
want to risk their positions.
Jesus describes the commandment in Matthew 22:37 as the first and greatest
of all commandments. It is similar to the first great law given to Moses in the Ten
Commandments. The Hebrews refer to this law as the Shema. The Shema
(Deuteronomy 6:4-5) was so important to Jewish families that it was written on a
tiny scroll and kept in a mezuzah. A mezuzah was a small box mounted on the
doorpost of each Jewish home. Each time they would go in or out of their homes,
the Jewish people would be reminded of the great law. This was one of the first
scriptures taught to Jewish children. When Jesus answered the question asked by
the Pharisees, he was quoting what was probably the first scripture he had been
taught as a child.
Loving Our Neighbor
God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to teach us how to live. In Matthew 22:39, Jesus
gives the second command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Later, a lawyer
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). Jesus answered his question
with the story of the Good Samaritan. This was a radically new way of thinking,
since the Pharisees and Sadducees would have interpreted “neighbor” to mean
someone from their own country, not an outsider. Jesus was calling for a new way
of living and loving.
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Praying to God
Jesus not only spoke about prayer, but modeled for his followers a life that was
committed to prayer. He sometimes withdrew from his active ministry to seek God
through prayer, even up to 40 days at a time, and found strength through prayer
in his last moments before being crucified. But Jesus did also speak about prayer,
through parables and teachings, and even taught his disciples a prayer to say (the
Lord’s Prayer).

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
•
•
•
•

God will fill us with love for people who are difficult to love.
Everything God asks us to do is rooted and grounded in love.
Jesus showed us how to pray.
The words of our prayers are less important than our spirit and attitude in prayer.

WORSHIP
Focus: Love
Worship Table Symbols:
• Paper heart to symbolize the commandment to love (Lesson 1)
• Small painting to illustrate how artwork can demonstrate love for God (Lesson 2)
• Small donkey figure to represent the geography in which Jesus lived
(Lesson 3)
• Sculpture of praying hands or a paper cut-out of hands held in prayer (Lesson 4)
Suggested Songs: “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love,” “This Is My
Commandment” (p. 335); “Come We that Love the Lord” (included in most hymnals);
“Love, Love” (p. 334)

ASSESSING TEACHING / LEARNING
Throughout this unit you will have opportunities to add to your students’ Bible
portfolios and to assess their understanding of the material: their projects in
Lesson 2, their ideas about solving conflicts in Lesson 3, and their paraphrases of
the Pharisee’s and sinner’s prayers in Lesson 4. A unit assessment is also available.

MEMORY VERSES
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of
them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”
(Matthew 22:34-39)
Suggested Motions:
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees (put finger to lips)
the Pharisees got together (stretch arms out at sides as if in football huddle)
One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” (put hand on chin as if
deep in thought)
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Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God (cross hands across chest)
with all your heart (point to heart)
and with all your soul (draw circle in air around face)
and with all your mind (point to head)
This is the first (hold one finger up)
and greatest commandment.
And the second (put two fingers in air)
is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

BONUS MEMORY VERSES
“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” (Luke 6:27-28)
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves
has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God,
because God is love. (1 John 4:7-8)
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Hearing that Jesus had silenced
the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. One of them, an expert in
the law, tested him with this question:
“Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied, “ ‘Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second
is like it: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.’ ”
Matthew 22:34-39
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Dear Parents,
During this unit, “Teachings of Jesus,” your child will examine some of Jesus’ teachings
through parables, sermons, and the way he lived.
Unit Overview
We will begin the unit by looking at the first and greatest commandment as recorded in Matthew
(“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind”). This will
help students consider what kind of love they can show to others. In addition to showing us how to
love, Jesus showed us how to pray. Students will become familiar with the Lord’s Prayer, and will
consider the many ways they can pray to God throughout the course of a day.

Memory Verse
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the
law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus
replied, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This
is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
(Matthew 22:34-39)
Suggested Motions:
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees (put finger to lips)
the Pharisees got together (stretch arms out at sides as if in football huddle)
One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” (put hand on chin as if deep in thought)
Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God (cross hands across chest)
with all your heart (point to heart)
and with all your soul (draw circle in air around face)
and with all your mind (point to head)
This is the first (hold one finger up)
and greatest commandment.
And the second (put two fingers in air)
is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Ideas

9

Your child will be learning about the first and greatest commandment in scripture: to love God
with all your heart, soul, and mind. Students will become familiar with the Jewish tradition of placing
a mezuzah—a small scroll with Deuteronomy 6:5 written on it—on the front doorpost of the house to
regularly remind its inhabitants of the importance of this commandment. You and your child could do
something for your house in the spirit of this tradition, such as making a doorhanger with the verse to
place on your doorknob. You may already have a scripture verse hanging on your wall that you could
point out to your child to connect this idea to something at home.

9

In their classroom during this unit, we may do an activity in which students draw paper hearts out
of a basket and locate scripture verses from references written on the hearts. Each of the scriptures will
contain thoughts related to love. You could do this at home to help your child strengthen Bible reference
skills and learn some of the ways the Bible emphasizes God’s love for us. For example, before dinner
each evening, have one person in your family draw a heart from a basket and find and read aloud the
scripture passage listed there. Possible references to include: Deuteronomy 6:5, Psalm 18:1, Psalm 31:7,
Psalm 36:5, Psalm 57:10, Psalm 59:16, Psalm 86:5, Psalm 94:18, Psalm 101:1, Psalm 105:1-2, Psalm 119:64,
Psalm 138:8, Isaiah 54:10, Zephaniah 3:17, Matthew 22:37-40, Mark 12:28-30, Luke 10:27, John 13:34,
John 14:15, John 15:12, Romans 12:9-10, 1 Corinthians 13:4, 1 Corinthians 13:13, 1 Thessalonians 3:12,
1 John 3:1, 1 John 4:7, 1 John 5:3, and Jude 1:2.
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9

Several children’s books relate wonderfully to one of the themes of this unit: love. You could find
them at your local library: Don’t Look at Me by Doris Sanford; The Good Stranger by Nick Butterworth and
Mick Inkpen; Now One Foot, Now the Other by Tomie dePaola; Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge by
Mem Fox; Love You Forever by Robert Munsch; and Maria’s Grandma Gets Mixed Up by Doris Sanford.

9 Students will become familiar with the Lord’s Prayer during this unit. You may want to use it
as a prayer before meals or before bedtime to help to solidify this prayer in your child’s mind.
9 Worship Table: Symbols this unit could include are a paper heart to symbolize the commandment to
love; a small painting to illustrate how artwork can demonstrate love for God; a small donkey figure
to illustrate the story of the Good Samaritan; and a sculpture of praying hands or a paper cutout of
hands held in prayer.
Notes
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Teachings of Jesus
LESSON 1: THE FIRST AND GREATEST
COMMANDMENT
Objective
Students will become familiar with the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) by making
doorhangers containing these verses.

Key Concepts
• God wants our love.
• Jesus came to teach us how to love.

Text: Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Matthew 22:34-40
Estimated Lesson Time: 30-35 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
Door hanger pattern (p. 340)
Contact or laminating paper
Markers and crayons
Scissors

Teacher Preparation
1. Make copies of the doorhanger pattern (1 per student) or make your own pattern.
(You could also simply draw a sample outline of a doorhanger on the chalkboard
and have students make their own doorhangers from start to finish, including
writing the words.)
2. Familiarize yourself with the Pharisees and the Sadducees, as well as with the
Jewish tradition of putting mezuzahs on doorframes (see the Biblical Background
section in Unit Information, p. 330).
3. Optional: If you wish, ask teachers at your school whether they’d like to have
doorhangers with the Deuteronomy 6:4-5 passage on them.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Gather your students and ask them this question: “What do you think is the
most important verse of the Bible?” Solicit their ideas. Then tell them that Jesus
was asked a similar question and that today you are going to find out how he
responded.

LESSON STEPS
1. Give some background about the Pharisees and Sadducees. You might also
want to use a Bible dictionary to locate the words, modeling this reference skill for
your students. Explain that these groups didn’t understand what Jesus was trying
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to do, and that they often tried to trick Jesus to show they were more important
or knowledgeable than he was.
2. Read the story. Have your class find Matthew 22:34-38 in their Bibles and
ask a volunteer to read it. Explain that Jesus is quoting from Deuteronomy 6:4-5,
verses that were familiar and important to the Jews. Invite a student to find the
Deuteronomy verses and read them. Explain that this passage is called the
Shema, and is part of the law given to Moses in the Ten Commandments.
Describe the Jewish practice of keeping a mezuzah—a small box with a tiny scroll
containing the words of this passage—on the doorframes of their houses.
3. Make door hangers with the Shema written on them, as a way to help students
remember this commandment of God. Hand out door hanger patterns, or have
students make their own. Students may cut out the door hangers and decorate
them. Then apply contact paper or laminating paper on each side. Cut out the
center circle.
Encourage students to hang their door hangers on their bedroom doorknobs to
remind them to love God with all their hearts. You could also ask other teachers
in your school if they would like to have a door hanger with this verse for their
classroom doors, and have your students make some extras.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Bible memory. Work on the Bible memory verse for this unit. You may also
want to teach your students the familiar camp song associated with these verses—
“Love the Lord Your God”—or another song that uses the Shema as its lyrics. You
could also make it into a rhythmic chant of sorts, with hand claps.
Words to one camp song go like this:
Love, love, love, love
Christians this is your call,
Love your neighbor as yourself,
For God loves all.
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Door Hanger Pattern

Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God
with all your heart
and with all your soul
and with all your strength.
Deuteronomy 6:4-5
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Teachings of Jesus
LESSON 2: SHOWING LOVE FOR GOD
Objective
Students will complete several activities to remind them that there are many
different ways to show our love for God.

Key Concepts
• We can show our love for God in many different ways.
• God’s love for us is so huge, we can’t imagine it.

Text: Mark 12:28-30
Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes (depending on how many stations
children visit)

Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basket
Bible reference hearts (pp. 343-344)
Student Bibles
Direction cards (p. 346)
For Book Station: blank books (see Teacher Preparation #2), markers/crayons
For Instrument Station: oatmeal containers or plastic containers, pebbles or dried
beans, markers/crayons, CD player and CD of children’s scripture songs (optional)
• For Poetry Station: blank sheets of paper, samples of poetry and psalms
• For Word Search Station: copies of “Stump Your Friends!” word search grid (p. 345)
• For Extend the Lesson: heart mobile directions (p. 347), red or pink construction
paper; scissors; red, pink, or white yarn; hole punch

Teacher Preparation
1. Copy and cut out the hearts with Bible references and put them in a basket.
(You may want to use pink and red paper for the hearts.)
2. Set up stations in your room with one activity at each station:
Books: Prepare a number of blank books (construction paper stapled over
drawing paper) that children can use to write and illustrate “Love Is . . .”
books. Have markers and crayons available.
Poetry: Have paper and pencils available for children to write poems about
their love for God. Provide several examples of poems children can imitate: a
psalm, a haiku, free verse, etc.
Instruments: Provide oatmeal containers or plastic containers, construction
paper, pebbles or dried beans, and other decorations for students to make
instruments. They could make drums or maraca-like instruments. You could
also have a CD player playing songs that they can accompany on their
instruments.
Word Search: Have copies of “Stump Your Friends!” word search grids available
for students to make word searches for their friends.
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3. Make copies of direction cards on page 346, so children will know what to do at
each station.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Basket of hearts. Before you tell the the focus of this lesson, have each of the
students pull a heart out of the basket you prepared. Ask them to look up the references in their Bibles and read the verses. You might have them work in pairs to
do this, and you may also want to direct them to the table of contents in their
Bibles to help them find the order of the books.
Have students take turns reading their verses aloud to the rest of the class
(after reading it over silently or practicing it with a partner). Ask the children to listen
for the one word that appears in all the verses: what do all these verses have in
common?

LESSON STEPS
1. Brainstorm ways we can show our love for God. Emphasize that there are as
many ways to show our love for God as there are people in the world. You may also
want to mention that the focus of today’s lesson is showing love to God directly,
and that in the next lesson you will focus on how to love God by loving others.
2. Do station activities. Explain to students that they will be doing activities at
various stations today to discover different ways to express their love for God. (If
the station idea sounds too chaotic to you, you could have students take materials
to their desks rather than doing the activities at different places around the room.)
Place direction cards at each station so children know what to do. You will need
to decide how many stations students may visit. Introduce them to the various
stations:
Books: Children can write and illustrate a “Love Is . . .” book, by themselves or
with a partner.
Poetry: Students can write poems about their love for God, modeled after
psalms, haikus, or other poetry forms.
Instruments: Students can make drums or maraca-like instruments from
oatmeal containers or plastic containers covered with construction paper. They
can also make up songs or dances at this station, or accompany songs on the
CD player.
Word Search: Students can make word searches for their friends.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Make heart mobiles using the instructions from page 347.
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Stump Your Friends!

Words to find:
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Direction Cards for Stations
BOOKS

WORD SEARCH

Choose a blank book. On the front
cover write the title “Love Is…”

Think of words that describe how you
feel when you think of God.

On each page on the inside, you can
write something that reminds you of
love. For example:

Write those words on the word search
grid first, putting one letter in each
square. You might write in words like:

Love is a big hug.
Love is a puppy’s lick.
Love is a smile.

friend
joy
peace
thankful
loving
happy
adore

Write your words on the bottom of
each page and draw a picture to go with
the words.

INSTRUMENTS

Think of your own words.

Choose one of the containers. Decorate
it with the decorations that are available.
Put some dried beans or pebbles into
the container. Put the lid on tight.
Listen to the music and use your new
instrument to play along.

Be sure to write the words a second
time at the bottom of the page.
Now fill in the word search with lots of
other letters to fill out the grid. See if a
friend can find all of the words.

POETRY
Write a poem about your love for God. Choose one of the examples of poems below
or write a poem of your own.
1 ) On Line 1, write

God

On Line 2, write two words that describe
God:
__________ and ___________
On Line 3, write two words that tell
what God does for you:
____________ ___________

2) Think of a word to go in each blank.
Write the whole poem on paper.
God’s love is as strong as _____________
God cares for me like a _______________
God watches over me just like a
______________
My love for God is like _______________

On line 4, write another name for God:
Lord
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How to Make a Heart Mobile
1. Distribute one piece of red or pink
construction paper to each student.

2. Fold the construction paper in half, matching
the short edges. Crease.

3. Draw the curved line of a “2” on the fold. Use
the whole sheet of paper. Cut on the line and
unfold to see a heart.

4. Refold the heart and cut it into three sections
by making horizontal cuts through the fold.

5. Place the three sections in order on the desktop.
On each side of heart, draw a picture or write a few
words to tell how you can show your love for God.

6. Punch holes in each corner and connect the
sections with white, pink, or red yarn.

7. Punch a hole at the upper edge of each curve.
Attach yarn and hang from ceiling.
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Teachings of Jesus
LESSON 3: SHOWING LOVE TO OTHERS
Objective
Students will consider and act out loving responses to conflicts that they may
encounter in their daily lives.

Key Concepts
• When we love others, we are showing love for God.
• Loving others sometimes means a choice rather than a feeling

Text: Matthew 22:34-40, Luke 10:25-37, 1 John 4:11-12, John 13:34-35
Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes
Materials
• Costumes for acting out Good Samaritan story (optional)
• “A Choice to Love” (p. 350)
• For Extend the Lesson, option one: peace and conflict resolution or anti-racism
videos from Mennonite Central Committee (see p. 349 for titles)
• For Extend the Lesson, options two and four: children’s books (see p. 349 for titles)
• For Extend the Lesson, option five: heart-shaped cookies

Teacher Preparation
1. Ahead of time, ask several students to help you act out the story of the Good
Samaritan. You will need several volunteers: the man, two or three robbers, a
priest, a Levite, a Samaritan, a “donkey,” and an innkeeper. You may also want to
have one student be the expert in the law who tests Jesus in verse 25, and one
play Jesus. Have the students practice acting out the story as you read it aloud.
2. Think of several conflicts that your class can discuss. These scenarios could be
based on actual conflicts that have emerged in your class, or at possible conflicts
at school or home. Students will brainstorm loving choices that people in these
situations could make, just as the Samaritan made a loving choice.
3. Make copies of “A Choice to Love,” one for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Have student volunteers act out the Good Samaritan story as you read it from
Luke 10:25-37. Tell the other students that they will all have a chance to act out
scenes today. Today’s focus is on showing love to others. They will act out scenes in
which people make choices about how to show love for others.

LESSON STEPS
1. Discuss the story. On newsprint or the chalkboard, make three columns with
these labels: People, Setting, and Issue. Have students help you fill out the columns
based on the story. (For example: the People column includes the robbers, the man,
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the priest, the Levite, the Samaritan, and the innkeeper. The Setting is a road from
Jerusalem to Jericho. The Issue might be stated, “A man was robbed and people
passed on by.”)
Make a fourth column with this label: A Choice to Love. Have students brainstorm responses. (“The Samaritan helped him,” or “The Samaritan bandaged his
wounds and took him to an inn,” etc.) You may want to refresh students’ memories
about the negative way in which Jews viewed Samaritans, referring back to the
story of the woman at the well.
2. “A Choice to Love.” Brainstorm together about conflicts the students have
experienced at school, at home, or with their friends. List four of these on the
board. Distribute the handouts and together fill out the first three elements of the
conflicts: People, Setting, and Issue. For the fourth, A Choice to Love—that is, the
possible resolution to the conflict—have students come up with ideas of their own
and write them down. The resolution can come through the participants in the
conflict or through an outside person who comes and helps them solve it.
3. Act out the scenes, dividing the class into groups. If the children in a group
have come up with different resolutions for the conflict, have them choose one to
act out. Have the groups perform their scenes for the rest of the class.
4. Bible memory. Work on the verses from Matthew 22:34-39 if there is time.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Borrow a video from your local Mennonite Central Committee office that deals
with peace and conflict transformation. Appropriate titles include “Rhythms of
Peace 2” (65 minutes) and “Folktales of Peace 2” (28 minutes). You might also
choose to focus on anti-racism during an extended lesson, and show one of the
Playing Fair: Anti-Racism Series, available from some MCC offices. Titles include
“Mela’s Lunch” (15 minutes), and “Walker” (15 minutes).
• Read a story about when loving someone might be difficult or require extra
patience. For example, there are numerous children’s books that deal poignantly
with issues surrounding loving older people: Now One Foot, Now the Other by
Tomie dePaola; Wilfrid Gordon MacDonald Partridge by Mem Fox; and Maria’s
Grandma Gets Mixed Up by Doris Sanford. Use a story like this to expand on the
lesson’s theme of showing love to others.
• Visit an area retirement home, as an accompaniment to reading one or more of
the above books. Students can put love into practice by meeting with the residents
and perhaps asking them about their favorite memories. You could even read
Wilfrid Gordon MacDonald Partridge with the residents. Ask them about their memories and record them, and when you return to your classroom, have your students
make a book of the residents’ memories. You could then send the book, or a copy
of it, to the retirement home for the residents to see.
• Another book appropriate for this lesson is Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch by
Eileen Spinelli.
• Make heart-shaped cookies to share with your class, or ask a parent volunteer
to do so.
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Name: _________________________

A Choice to Love

SCENE TITLE: _____________________
People: _______________________________
Setting: _____________________________
Issue: __________________________
A Choice to Love: ________

SCENE TITLE: _____________________
People: _______________________________

__________________
___________

Setting: _____________________________
Issue: __________________________
A Choice to Love: ________
__________________

SCENE TITLE: _____________________

___________

People: _______________________________
Setting: _____________________________
Issue: __________________________

SCENE TITLE: _____________________

A Choice to Love: ________

People: _______________________________

__________________

Setting: _____________________________

___________
Issue: __________________________
A Choice to Love: ________
__________________
___________
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Teachings of Jesus
LESSON 4: JESUS TEACHES ABOUT PRAYER
Objective
Students will differentiate between arrogant prayer and humble prayer, and will
become familiar with the Lord’s Prayer.

Key Concepts
• God wants us to pray humbly.
• Prayer should go hand-in-hand with loving actions.

Text: Luke 18:9-14, Matthew 6:7-15
Estimated Lesson Time: 30-35 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lord’s Prayer, illustrated by Tim Ladwig, if possible
Student Bibles
“Two Prayers” (p. 353)
Several sheets of poster board
Markers, crayons
Hole punch
Yarn
For Extend the Lesson, option two: When Daddy Prays by Nikki Grimes
(Eerdman’s, 2002)

Teacher Preparation
1. If possible, obtain a copy of The Lord’s Prayer, illustrated by Tim Ladwig
(Eerdmans, 1997). The book uses the language of the Lord’s Prayer to accompany
the modern story of a girl and her father who help an elderly woman and refuse
to take pay. A more traditional alternative would be The Lord’s Prayer illustrated
by Heidi Holder (Front Street, 2004), which uses images from the natural world
to symbolize various aspects of the prayer.
2. On sheets of poster board, write phrases of the Lord’s Prayer at the bottom. You
can choose how to divide the prayer. The class will be illustrating the phrases
and then compiling them into a book.
3. Make copies of “Two Prayers,” one for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
The Lord’s Prayer. If you have a copy of The Lord’s Prayer illustrated by Tim
Ladwig (or Heidi Holder), read it now. Otherwise, ask the students if they’ve ever
heard the Lord’s Prayer recited. See if they can say phrases of the prayer and piece
it together by helping each other out. You can record the parts they say on the
chalkboard and talk a little bit about what each phrase might mean.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Start a discussion about prayer. When do your students see people pray? Do
you more often pray silently or out loud? Do prayers always result in the answers
we expect? What questions do students have about prayer? What kinds of memorized prayers do they know?
2. How should we pray? Explain that Jesus taught us how to pray through a
parable (parables are stories that Jesus told) and through giving us an actual
prayer to say: the Lord’s Prayer. Ask the students to turn to Luke 18:9-14 and
have someone read it aloud. Talk about the differences between the Pharisee’s
prayer and the sinner’s prayer, and why Jesus would say that the sinner’s prayer
was better. Then have students turn to Matthew 6:7-15, and have someone read it
aloud.
3. Make a class “Big Book” of the Lord’s Prayer, using the sheets of poster board
on which you have written phrases of the prayer. Have several students work
together to illustrate each page, and several to design a cover, complete with a title
(The Lord’s Prayer) and an author (Jesus).
4. “Two Prayers.” While some students are still working on the Big Book, the rest
of the class can be working on this handout. They will draw pictures of the
Pharisee and the sinner from Jesus’ parable, and fill in the words that are missing
from the prayers. Check Luke 18:9-14 to find the words.
5. Collate the Big Book, punching holes and threading yarn through to hold it
together. As a class, read the Lords’ Prayer from your book.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Have students write their own prayers. You might ask them to base their
prayers closely on the language of the Lord’s Prayer, or simply have them write
their own freestyle prayers.
• Read When Daddy Prays by Nikki Grimes. Talk about the ways and times the
students see adults praying in the book.
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Name: __________________________

Two Prayers
THE PHARISEE
1. Draw a picture of the Pharisee in
the empty space.
2. Now fill in the missing words from
the Pharisee’s prayer.
“God, I __________________ twice a
______________ and ________________
a _____________________ of all I get.”
(From Luke 18:9-14 NIV)

THE SINNER
1. Draw a picture of the sinner in
the empty space.
2. Now fill in the missing words from
the sinner’s prayer.

“God, have ___________________ on
____________, a ____________________.”
(From Luke 18:9-14 NIV)
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ANSWER KEY

Two Prayers
THE PHARISEE
1. Draw a picture of the Pharisee in
the empty space.
2. Now fill in the missing words from
the Pharisee’s prayer.

fast
“God, I __________________
twice a
week
give
______________
and ________________
tenth
a _____________________
of all I get.”
(From Luke 18:9-14 NIV)

THE SINNER
1. Draw a picture of the sinner in
the empty space.
2. Now fill in the missing words from
the sinner’s prayer.

mercy
“God, have ___________________
on
sinner
me
____________,
a ____________________.”
(From Luke 18:9-14 NIV)
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Name: ___________________________

Unit 10 Assessment
1. Two groups of people who often questioned Jesus were (circle two):
a. Pharisees
b. Samaritans
c. Ninevites
d. Egyptians
e. Sadducees
2. Jewish people sometimes put a verse from Deuteronomy on their
doorframe to remind themselves:
a. that they are sinners
b. to take care of their families
c. to love God with their heart, soul, and strength
d. to wash their doors
3. In the story of the Good Samaritan, who did NOT stop to help the
man on the road?
a. a Samaritan
b. a priest
c. Jesus
d. a Christian
4. Jesus told people to pray:
a. in public, so people will know how holy you are
b. in your room, with a humble heart
c. with a lot of noise, to draw attention to yourself
5. Write your memory verses on the back of this paper.
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Unit 10 Assessment
1. Two groups of people who often questioned Jesus were (circle two):
a. Pharisees
b. Samaritans
c. Ninevites
d. Egyptians
e. Sadducees
2. Jewish people sometimes put a verse from Deuteronomy on their
doorframe to remind themselves:
a. that they are sinners
b. to take care of their families
c. to love God with their heart, soul, and strength
d. to wash their doors
3. In the story of the Good Samaritan, who did NOT stop to help the
man on the road?
a. a Samaritan
b. a priest
c. Jesus
d. a Christian
4. Jesus told people to pray:
a. in public, so people will know how holy you are
b. in your room, with a humble heart
c. with a lot of noise, to draw attention to yourself
5. Write your memory verses on the back of this paper.
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of
them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied, “‘Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”
Unit 10 / Assessment: Answer Key
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