Grade 2—Unit 9

Jesus Came for Everyone
Students will follow Jesus as he ministers to people throughout Palestine.
They will learn of the open spirit with which Jesus approached everyone, whether
they were sick or well, poor or rich, rejected by society or liked by many people.
They will hear Jesus speak compassionately to people like Zacchaeus and the
woman at the well, and also watch as he challenges them to make necessary
changes in their lives. Students will become familiar with the many miracles that
Jesus performed, with the geography of the area surrounding Jericho, and with
Psalm 23.
LESSONS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Jesus Begins His Ministry
Jesus Travels From Town to Town
Jesus Comes to Jericho
Jesus and Zacchaeus (optional)
The Parable of the Good Shepherd
The Woman at the Well
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Unit 9: Jesus Came for Everyone
Unit Information
SUMMARY
The focus of this unit is Jesus’ ministry among all kinds of people. The stories
and activities show that Jesus came for ALL people and welcomed everyone who
believed.

KEY BIBLE TEXTS
Luke 4:38-44
John 5:1-15
Luke 19:1-9
Matthew 18:10-14
Luke 15:1-5
John 4:1-42

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
Jesus Heals the Sick
In Luke 4:43, Jesus tells the crowds of people surrounding him that he must move
on, for “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also,
because that is why I was sent.” Jesus healed many people. Healing came as a
response to people’s faith in Jesus and because of Jesus’ great love and compassion
for all. Jesus did not heal people to attract attention. His healing powers showed
that love can overcome evil. Jesus was the promised Messiah.
Jesus Visits Zacchaeus
Zacchaeus was a ruthless tax collector, despised for his cheating and selfish
ways. Zacchaeus, a sinner hiding in a tree, was chosen by Jesus to serve as his
host. An unlikely candidate to be chosen by Jesus? “No,” Jesus says. “For the Son
of Man came to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10). This is a love story
and a salvation story wrapped into one. Because of Jesus’ acceptance and love,
Zacchaeus was suddenly so aware of his sinfulness that he repented and immediately began to change his ways. Jesus’ love changed Zacchaeus. He didn’t point
out all of the tax collector’s many wrongs. Love brought about repentance and forgiveness in Zacchaeus’ life. It does the same for us today.
Jesus Finds the Lost Sheep
This is another story Jesus told to show that he had come to “seek and save what
was lost” (Luke 19:10). No child or adult is too small, too insignificant or too troubled to be lost from Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Jesus makes it clear that God
does not desire that any of God’s children be lost. Just as a shepherd will search
for his sheep, so God will continuously seek to bring each person home. This
story offers security—we know that even when we make mistakes or poor choices,
Jesus will be there to pick us up and carry us home. Each one of us is an important member in God’s family.
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The Woman at the Well
Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman embodies well his mission to break
down barriers between people and to offer healing and hope to the people who
were rejected by others. Jews looked down on Samaritans, who were descended
from the northern kingdom of Israel, while the Jews came from the southern kingdom of Judah. The Jews considered Samaritans to be “half-breeds” and impure in
the eyes of the law.
In addition to the ethnic difference between them, the gender barrier between
Jesus and the woman at the well was much greater than modern minds can even
fathom. The Samaritan woman had also had five husbands and was living with
another man; it is likely, considering the fact that she was collecting water in the
heat of the day rather than in the morning when most women did so, that she
tried to avoid meeting other people because she was rejected by them.
By engaging a woman in conversation in a public place—and a Samaritan, and
a known “sinner” at that—Jesus was breaking numerous societal taboos and
offering compassion to someone that his companions would have considered to be
far beneath him. Jesus’ persistent attention to and care for those who were marginalized by his society is a model for us who live centuries later.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
•
•
•
•

Jesus looks at people’s hearts.
Jesus traveled a lot so that he could reach as many people as possible.
Jesus loves each of us. He wants each person to be part of God’s family.
People didn’t always understand what Jesus was trying to do. They thought that
Jesus should stay away from people who were dishonest or whom they considered
“bad” in some way.

WORSHIP
Focus: Jesus’ inclusive ministry
Worship Table Symbols:
• Cutout of a hand to symbolize Jesus’ healing hands (Lesson 1)
• Placemat, preferably woven from reeds, to symbolize the mat of the man by the
pool (Lesson 2)
• Map of Israel/Palestine to represent the geography in which Jesus lived
(Lesson 3)
• Small sheep or shepherd figure to represent Jesus as our Good Shepherd
(Lesson 5)
• Small bucket to represent the story of the woman at the well (Lesson 6)
Suggested Songs: “When Jesus the Healer” (p. 62, Chatter with the Angels) and
“Jesus Is My Shepherd Friend,” sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”
(See Lesson 4 Extend the Lesson, p. 316, for words)

ASSESSING TEACHING / LEARNING
Throughout this unit you will have opportunities to assess your students’ understanding of the material and/or to add materials to their Bible portfolios, if you
are using the portfolio method: their presentations in Lesson 2; their map skills in
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Lesson 3; their written stories in Lessons 4 and 6; and the cloze activity in
Lesson 5. A Unit 9 assessment sheet is also available.

MEMORY VERSES
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. (Psalm 23)
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The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death,
I fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life, and I
I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.
Psalm 23
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Dear Parents,
During this unit, “Jesus Came for Everyone,” your child will be learning of Jesus' ministry
to people throughout Palestine.
Unit Overview
Students will record the miracles Jesus performed, listen to what Jesus told people who thought he
should only associate with rich and important people, and learn how he befriended those who were
hurting, poor, or lonely. Students will become familiar with Psalm 23 as they hear about the Parable
of the Good Shepherd, and will be reminded that Jesus cares for each of us.

Memory Verse
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever. (Psalm 23)

Ideas

9 Your child will be hearing many stories about Jesus during this unit: accounts of Jesus’ miracles, of
his travels throughout Judea, and especially of his relationships with people that others rejected. One
way to connect what your child is learning about Jesus at school with her/his life at home would be to
read one story about Jesus each night before dinner or before bedtime.
9 This unit emphasizes the fact that Jesus came for everyone: the sick and the well, the poor and the
rich, for the lonely and those with lots of friends. This would be a good time to initiate conversations
about who your child might reach out to as a friend. Are there people in your neighborhood or church
who tend to be forgotten by others? What could you and your son or daughter do to show those people the love of Christ?
9

Students will memorize Psalm 23 during this unit, and will learn of Jesus’ role as our Good Shepherd.
You might want to help your child to learn Psalm 23 at home by simply saying or reading it at bedtime
so that s/he hears it as frequently as possible.

9 A simple song about the Good Shepherd to sing with your child is “Jesus Is My Shepherd Friend”
(sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” words by Twila Nafziger):
Jesus is my Shepherd Friend,
Shepherd Friend, Shepherd Friend,
Jesus is my Shepherd Friend.
He even knows my name.

9 Psalm 23 offers numerous images of comfort and rest. Invite your child to draw a picture of the most
peaceful spot he/she can imagine. Where would Jesus take him/her to rest—a green pasture beside a
stream, a peaceful spot behind your house, or perhaps to a special room in a grandparent’s house?
Encourage your child to be creative, and to imagine the most peaceful place. You could suggest that your
child include him/herself and Jesus in the drawing as well.
9 Worship Table: The focus of worship for this unit is Jesus’ inclusive ministry. Symbols on a worship
table could include: a cutout of a hand to represent Jesus’ healing hands; a leaf to represent Zacchaeus’
tree; a figure of a shepherd for Jesus the Good Shepherd; and a bucket to symbolize the woman at
the well.
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Jesus Came for Everyone
LESSON 1: JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY
Objective
Students will make cards for sick people as a concrete expression of their faith and
as a “laying on of hands” to bring healing and hope.

Key Concepts
• Jesus came to give hope to the poor and suffering.
• Jesus wanted to spread the good news to all people.

Text: Luke 4:38-44
Estimated Lesson Time: 35 minutes or more (up to 45 minutes)
Materials
•
•
•
•

Children’s Bible storybook (optional)
Student Bibles
White paper
Crayons and markers

Teacher Preparation
1. Prepare to read or tell the story in Luke 4:38-44 from the Bible or from a
children’s Bible storybook.
2. Call a local hospital to get names of people who are sick, so that students can
make get-well cards for them. OR, come up with your own list.
3. Practice reading “Ouch! That Hurts!” (pp. 301-305), so that you’re prepared to
read it aloud to your students.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Laying on of hands. Invite a student forward to kneel on the floor in front of you.
Lay your hands on the child’s head and bow your own head for a moment. Thank
the student and have her/him sit down again. Then, ask the class what they
think you might have been doing and why. You might discuss whether students
have ever observed the laying on of hands, and in what contexts.

LESSON STEPS
1. Read or tell the story of Jesus’ healing acts in Luke 4:38-44. Students can
follow along in their Bibles, if you read it directly from the Bible. (Before reading it,
you may want to invite students to first find Luke 4:40 and locate where it talks
about Jesus laying hands on people.) Explain that one of Jesus’ main ministries
on earth was healing. (This included people’s physical illnesses and also emotional,
mental, and relational disturbances.)
2. When we’re sick. Ask children to think about times when they’ve been sick.
What helped them to feel better? In addition to ideas like medicine or going to the
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doctor’s office, encourage them to think of non-medical ways that they were
helped—for example, a parent making up a special bed on the couch, a “sick”
meal like Jell-o or chicken noodle soup, or a friend bringing a get-well card. You
could compare such kind actions to “laying on of hands.”
3. Make get-well cards. Tell students that they will be designing get-well cards to
send to someone who is ill or recovering from surgery. If they don’t know of anyone,
use the list of names you prepared ahead of time, or ask other teachers if they
know of someone who would appreciate the cards. Pass out paper, crayons, and
markers.
4. Optional: Read a story. As students work on their cards, you could read them
the story, “Ouch! That Hurts!” (pages 301-305).

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Read “Ouch! That Hurts!” after students are done with their cards, as a way to
extend the lesson time.
• Bible memory. Begin working on the unit memory work, Psalm 23. One way to
help students enter the text and become familiar with it is to have them act out
Psalm 23 as you read it to them.
• Teach the song “When Jesus the Healer” to the class. You can find it on page
62 of Chatter with the Angels: An Illustrated Songbook for Children.
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Ouch! That Hurts!
When Pedro awoke the sun was just rising.
He glanced at his sleeping wife and one-year-old
son. Then he quietly tiptoed from the tiny bedroom. Like most houses of the poor people in
Paraguay, this one had two rooms. One was for
sleeping. The other was for everything else:
cooking, eating, living, entertaining.
Pedro washed his face in cold water. He
looked at his reflection in the broken mirror on
the wall. His eyes were dark, his hair black. If
he didn’t always dress in old, poor-fitting clothes
he might be considered good-looking. Even handsome. But he always wore the same patched pants,
and his shirt had long ago lost both sleeves.
Because Pedro was poor and had little education he had to do odd jobs for other people.
Sometimes he weeded gardens or fixed fences.
Sometimes he helped with the harvest or took
care of cows. The little money he earned was
just enough to buy food and the few things he
and his wife, Maria, and little son, Juan, needed.
Pedro was poor but happy. Whenever he
thought about Maria and Juan, a warm smile
came over his face. He loved Maria very much.
And he thought there wasn’t a more beautiful
child in the whole village than his little son,
Juan. One day he would build a better house
for his family. One day he might even have a
piece of his own land. Yes, one day he might
even have his own riding horse. There was
nothing wrong with dreaming.
After a quick breakfast of leftover supper
and a cup of black coffee, Pedro peeked into the
bedroom. He whispered a fond adios to his
sleeping family and left the house.
He walked down the dusty village street in his
bare feet, but he didn’t mind. He was used to it.
He had no shoes, but did own a pair of sandals
for church on Sundays. Pedro whistled softly as
he walked. He greeted his friends and neighbors
along the way with a broad smile and a cheerful
Hola! People liked Pedro and his wife, Maria.
Suddenly Pedro stepped on a sharp and
rusty nail. It pierced the tough skin of his foot
and went into the soft flesh. Pedro didn’t stop.
His second step drove the nail farther into his
foot. Pedro walked on, whistling. He didn’t know
he had a nail in his foot because he didn’t feel
any pain. Then the walking worked the nail
loose and it dropped out.

A few days later Pedro told Maria he didn’t
feel so good. She put her hand on his forehead.
It felt hot.
“You have a fever,” she told him. “Maybe
you’re getting a cold.”
That day Pedro stayed home, hoping he would
feel better soon. Next morning he felt worse.
There was nothing to do but stay in bed. Pedro
and Maria didn’t go to the doctor, because they
didn’t have money for doctor bills and medicine.
Maria was the first to smell an unpleasant
odor in the house. She and Pedro didn’t know
where it came from, but they didn’t like it. They
wanted to get rid of it. Even when they sat outside the house, the smell followed them. Maria
looked around carefully for any piece of rotting
meat, or a dead mouse or rat, because that’s
what it smelled like. She found nothing.
Pedro was tired. As he stretched out on his
bed Maria reached for the thin blanket at the
foot of the bed to cover him up. Suddenly she
stopped and dropped the blanket. She covered
her nose. “It’s your foot, Pedro!” she exclaimed.
Fortunately, it wasn’t far to Hospital KM 81.
They went at once. Dr. Schmidt, a volunteer
from Kansas, was in when they arrived. He
knew immediately what to do. When the nurses
had finished cleaning the wound, they brought
Pedro back to the doctor. The foul smell was
gone. The foot was neatly bandaged.
Dr. Schmidt asked Pedro and Maria to sit
down and tell him what had happened. “That’s
our problem,” Pedro replied. “We don’t know. I
must have stepped on a nail. But why didn’t I
feel it? Why was there no pain?”
Maria told Dr. Schmidt how they had searched
for the foul smell. “If we had known it was his
foot, we would have done something about it,” she
explained. “Then it wouldn’t have gotten infected.
Tell us, doctor, is there something wrong with
my husband? With more than his foot?”
Kindly and slowly, Dr. Schmidt explained.
“It's your nerves,” he said to Pedro. “The nerve
endings in our hands and feet send messages to
our brain all the time. That’s how we know
when we touch something. The nerves in the
skin tell us whether what we’re touching is
rough or smooth, hot or cold.
“When something is wrong, like when you
put your hand into hot water or step on a nail,
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the nerves immediately send a message to the
brain that says ‘Danger!’ As soon as we get that
message, we cry, ‘Ouch! That hurts!’ ”
Dr. Schmidt reached down to touch Pedro’s
toe. “Can you feel that?” he asked.
“No, I can’t. I feel nothing.”
“That’s because your nerve ends don’t work,”
the doctor explained. “They didn’t send the message to your brain when I touched you. And
they didn’t send it when you stepped on the
nail. That’s why you didn’t feel pain.”
“I never thought pain was a good thing,”
Maria said. “I can see I was mistaken. But why
didn’t Pedro’s nerves work?”
“Maybe I can explain that later,” Dr. Schmidt
answered. “Let me just tell you that Pedro has a
skin disease. Here at KM 81, we specialize in
looking after people like that.”
Dr. Schmidt didn’t tell Pedro right away that
he had Hansen's disease, a kind of leprosy.
Instead, he said, “Before we talk about what you
have to do for your foot, and why you didn’t feel
pain when you stepped on that nail, let’s go for
a little walk. How would you like to visit some of
the other patients here in the hospital?
“Most of them have the same problem you
have, Pedro. You can observe them and talk with
them, too, if you like. Maybe you can learn something that way. You’ll notice most of the patients
are men. Not many women get the disease.”
The first person they met was a man whose
face was strange. He had almost no eyebrows. His
nose was like a caved-in bridge. Maria also noticed
he had clusters of little lumps on his ears.
Dr. Schmidt introduced the man to Pedro
and Maria. As they reached out to shake hands,
they noticed his hand was deformed. Some fingers
were only stubs; a few were missing altogether.
For a moment they wondered whether they
should shake his hand. Perhaps by touching
him they would also get his terrible disease.
Pedro and Maria didn’t know yet that he
already had the same sickness. But they both
had seen people with leprosy before and they
thought this man was a leprosy patient.
“Dr. Schmidt, what was wrong with that
man?” Pedro asked as they walked away.
“He has Hansen’s disease,” the doctor said.
Pedro and Maria looked at each other. Their
eyes grew bigger. Maria was about to cry when
Pedro put his arms around her and said, “No,
no, Maria. I am not like that! It’s just that my
foot didn’t feel the pain . . .”

Pedro and Maria turned to Dr. Schmidt.
They wanted to ask if Pedro had the same disease,
but they were afraid. Finally Pedro said, “Dr.
Schmidt, I think I have the same skin disease
these people have. I believe I am leprous, too.”
Dr. Schmidt took Pedro and Maria’s hands
in his. He looked deep into their frightened
eyes. Then he said kindly, “Pedro, you’re right.
You do have Hansen’s disease.”
There was a bench along the path, and the
doctor asked them to sit down. When Maria had
dried her eyes, Dr. Schmidt continued. “The
man we saw back there came to the hospital too
late to save his hands. It’s a good thing you
came when you did, Pedro. I hope we can save
your foot.”
Pedro and Maria heard the doctor, but still
didn’t fully understand. They walked on and
came to a room that looked like a shoemaker’s
workshop. There were shoes of all kinds on the
shelves. Two men were sitting at their machines
with half-finished shoes before them. The air
was filled with the smell of leather. Pedro and
Maria wondered why a hospital would have
shoemakers.
Dr. Schmidt reached for a pair of shoes on
the shelf. “Look at this shoe,” he said. “It’s not
for a normal foot. See how short and stubby it
is? It’s made for a man who has no toes. And
this one is for a man who lost even more than
his toes. Every year these shoemakers make
almost 500 pairs of special shoes for patients.
“Pedro, I’m so glad you came here today. I’ll
do everything I can to save your foot.” As they
left the shoemakers, Pedro noticed crutches
hanging from the ceiling. Maria nudged him to
look at the many different artificial legs leaning
against the wall. They were made of wood.
The doctor nodded. “Unfortunately, some
people with Hansen’s disease come to us too
late. We can’t save their feet or legs anymore,
but we can still help them with artificial limbs.”
Back in the office, Dr. Schmidt said, “Let me
tell you something about Hansen’s. It’s been
around for thousands of years. Maybe you
remember the story about Lazarus in the Bible?
He had that dreaded skin disease. Or the story
about the ten lepers that Jesus healed?”
Pedro and Maria nodded. Yes, they knew the
stories. The ten men were outcasts. They lived
in caves, because people were afraid they would
give them the disease if they got close. The lepers
had to shout, “Unclean, unclean!” whenever
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people came close. Then Jesus healed ten of
them. But only one went back to thank Jesus.
From the way they talked about the story,
Dr. Schmidt could tell Pedro and Maria were
churchgoing people. They knew the Bible.
He moved over to a microscope and said,
“Today we know that this skin disease is caused
by a bacterium—a tiny organism you can’t see
with just your eyes. But through a microscope
it looks like a straight or slightly curved rod or
stick. Would you like to see it?”
Dr. Schmidt showed Pedro and Maria how to
look into the microscope. “Look carefully for those
tiny rods or sticks. Often they cluster together,
so look for a tiny bundle of sticks. Can you see
them?”
Pedro and Maria looked through the microscope and saw the bacteria. They were fascinated.
Maria saw some that were slightly curved. Pedro
thought the ones he saw looked like a bunch of
matches.
“Did Pedro get the sickness from his parents?”
Maria asked. “And have we already passed it on
to our little son, Juan?”
“No, Pedro didn’t get the disease from his
parents. And you didn’t pass it to your son,” Dr.
Schmidt explained. “Those powerful little sticks
can’t be passed on like that. People used to
think the disease was passed from parents to
children, but that’s not true. They also thought
you could catch it just by getting too close to a
leprosy patient. But you don’t get the disease
that way either.”
“Then how does the disease pass from on
person to another?” Pedro asked. “Why is it that
often more than one person in a family has it,
while other families don’t? It seems that being
close together does have something to do with it.”
“That’s a good observation, Pedro,” replied
Dr. Schmidt. “Let me say this as clearly as I
can. Doctors today believe the disease is passed
from one person to another through the nose.”
“Through the nose!” Pedro and Maria echoed
in surprise. “Why?”
“We don’t understand it all ourselves yet,”
confessed Dr. Schmidt, “but we do know the
best way to stop the disease from spreading is
through cleanliness. Keep your house and
clothes, your towels and sheets, spotless. Take
your medicine. And, of course, you must return
to the hospital regularly.”
Pedro and Maria listened carefully, and they

thought they understood. But they still had one
unanswered question: Would Pedro ever be
completely healed?
“I certainly hope so,” replied the doctor with
a broad smile. “Today we know enough about
Hansen’s disease to cure the patient—if, of
course, you follow our instructions. In fact, we
hope to see Paraguay free of leprosy one day.”
“And now, Pedro, we’re going to examine you
thoroughly, every part of your body. So far we’ve
only treated your foot. Let’s see if you have more
dead nerve endings. Let me see your hands.” As
he examined Pedro’s hands, Dr. Schmidt told
them that the disease could be in any part of
the body, but the most common places to find it
were in the “cold” parts of the skin, like earlobes,
fingers, and toes.
“Maria, keep looking for red or white spots
on Pedro’s body,” the doctor said. “If you see
spots or blotches on the skin that are either red
or white, test whether he has any feeling in
them. Just stick a pin in them. If he says
‘Ouch, that hurts!’ you don’t need to worry. But
if he doesn’t feel anything, be sure to send him
to me at once.”
Back home, Pedro and Maria were quiet a
long time. They had so much to think about.
Maria stood by the woodstove stirring the rice
for dinner. Pedro held Juan on his knees. He
wanted to hug his boy, but didn’t know if he
should. What did the doctor mean, the disease
spread through the nose?
Finally, Maria said, “I have lived 24 years
and have never heard that pain is a good thing!
Today I saw for the first time what terrible
things happen when a person doesn’t feel pain.”
Next Sunday, Pedro put on his sandals and
they all went to church, even little Juan. Pedro
and Maria loved the church, and today they felt
especially happy about going because of the
experience with Pedro’s foot. They wanted to thank
God in church, as they had already thanked him
at home. They wanted to thank God that the
disease had been discovered before it was too late.
After the singing and prayer, the pastor
announced he was going to preach about the
goodness of having a conscience. Maria thought
she wouldn’t understand the sermon very well,
but she was going to have a surprise.
“You know what a conscience is,” the pastor
began. “It’s that little voice inside us that tells
us what’s right and wrong. The apostle Paul
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wrote a letter to the Romans in which he said
everybody has a conscience. He said it tells people what’s true and what’s false.”
Then came the surprise. The pastor said he
was going to talk about how wonderful it was to
have a bad conscience. Maria didn’t think she
had heard right. How could a bad conscience be
wonderful?
“Some people don’t want to be told not to
smoke and drink,” the pastor went on. “When
they do it anyway, they remember what the
preacher said and it makes them feel guilty.
Nobody wants to feel guilty. That’s why people
say, ‘Don’t send us on a guilt trip. It just makes
us feel bad.’
“And you know what? They’re right. I agree
100 percent. Guilt feelings are like a smoke
detector in your house. As soon as it goes off,
you run to turn it off. Nobody wants to listen to
a smoke detector screaming. But it told you
there was a fire and saved your house. It made
you get out of bed quickly and put out the fire.
“Suppose you had no conscience. Suppose
nothing inside you told you when you were
doing right or wrong. Wouldn’t that be the same
as having no feeling in your hands or feet? You
wouldn’t be able to tell when you hurt yourself!”
Maria sat up straight and listened. Not only
could she understand every word the preacher
was saying, but she also knew he was absolutely
right. A week ago she wouldn’t have understood
nearly as well as she did now.
“My friends,” the pastor finished, “the next
time your conscience bothers you, or the little
voice inside of you whispers or screams,
‘Danger!’, listen and be thankful.”
Maria and Pedro had never heard a sermon
like that before. Afterward their pastor prayed,
thanking God for the pain in our bodies and the
pain of a guilty conscience. Both signaled something was wrong and demanded immediate
attention and action.
The next week Pedro went back to Dr.
Schmidt. As he came to KM 81, he saw the
large sign by the road, which read HOSPITAL
MENONITA. He hadn’t noticed it the first time.
He asked Dr. Schmidt what the sign meant.
The doctor sat back and smiled. “That’s a
long story,” he said, “but I’ll tell it in a few
words. It has to do with being thankful. It has
to do with my people, the Mennonites, and your
people, the Paraguayans.

“Forty years ago, the Mennonites in Russia
lost their possessions and their freedom. They
weren’t allowed to worship God the way they
wanted to. So they had to leave Russia. But where
could they go? They knocked on the doors of
many countries. All said no.
“Finally, Paraguay said they were welcome to
come and settle in this country. The Mennonites
did. It was hard at first, but they were grateful
to be free. They worked hard. They built schools
and hospitals. They built roads and factories.
They helped the Indians.
“One day they had a good idea. They would
say thank-you to Paraguay for letting them
come and settle here, when nobody else would
take them. Someone suggested building a hospital for the many people in the country with
leprosy. Everybody liked that idea. They talked
with the government and the doctors in Paraguay.
Everybody agreed it was a splendid idea. To
heal the people who had Hansen’s disease, they
said, is the best way to say a big THANK-YOU!
“So we built this Hospital Menonita. And
because it’s exactly 81 kilometers from Asunción,
the capital of Paraguay, everybody just talks
about KM 81. They all know what that means.”
Pedro had never heard that before. He couldn’t
wait to tell the story to Maria when he got
home. He noticed other patients waiting outside
and asked Dr. Schmidt if they were all leprous
patients coming to see him.
“Some are. Many aren’t,” he replied. “And
they haven’t all come to see me. We have four
doctors here, but even that isn’t enough. We
treat patients with leprosy, we do operations, we
deliver babies. The nurses are very busy, but we
have a lot of volunteers, too.
“They come from the Mennonite colonies to
work without getting paid, for as long as they
can. They do it to say thank-you to Paraguay,
and because they want to help people get well
again. They also want to follow Jesus’ example
of serving and healing.”
Dr. Schmidt leaned forward and said, “Pedro,
let’s look at your foot. How is it?”
The wound was healing nicely. After a careful
examination and more instructions, Pedro
promised to come again in another month. He
was thankful that the doctor was sure the medication was helping him with his bigger problem,
Hansen’s disease.
“Give my greetings to Maria,” Dr. Schmidt
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said as Pedro left. So much had happened in
the past two weeks. As he walked home along
the familiar dusty road, Pedro remembered the
rusty nail. He remembered the bad smell of his
foot. And he remembered the shock when he
first heard he had Hansen’s disease.
He also remembered the pastor’s sermon
about thanking God for pain and for a guilty
conscience. He thought about the Mennonites
coming to Paraguay and starting this hospital.
About the volunteers. And so much more.
Pedro’s heart was singing with praise and
thanksgiving. Wasn’t he the luckiest man in the

whole world? He had a wonderful wife, Maria.
They had a lovely boy, Juan. They had their
own two-room house. They had lots of friends.
And now they had a new friend, Dr. Schmidt.
Yes, he had Hansen’s disease. But his foot
was healing, and the doctor said that one day
he would be cured.
What if, one day, after he was healed, he
went back to the hospital as a volunteer? Maybe
Maria could volunteer, too. It would be the perfect way to thank Dr. Schmidt and all the people at KM 81. And God.
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Jesus Came for Everyone
LESSON 2: JESUS TRAVELS FROM TOWN TO TOWN
Note: We suggest that this lesson take up two blocks of time since it involves
the children preparing short presentations for the rest of the class.

Objective
Students will become familiar with the region where Jesus lived and taught, and will
plot on a map several of his stops in Palestine.

Key Concepts
• Jesus traveled to many cities to preach, teach, and heal.
• Jesus helped many people.
• We can share the good news of Jesus’ love to people in our neighborhoods as well
as far away.

Text: Matthew 8:1-4, Matthew 8:14-17, Matthew 9:1-8, Matthew 9:18-26,
Matthew 12:9-14, Matthew 17:14-20, Mark 8:22-26, Luke 13:10-17,
Luke 18:35-43, John 4:46-54, John 5:1-15, John 9:1-41, John 11:1-45

Estimated Lesson Time: 2 sessions of about 35 minutes each
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
“Jesus’ Ministry” map (p. 308)
“Jesus Heals” chart (p. 309)
Colorful push pins
Map of Galilee region for wall (see Lesson Step #2)
Materials for student presentations (see Lesson Step #1 for ideas)

Teacher Preparation
1. If possible, find books that correspond with the stories in this lesson.
2. Make copies of “Jesus’ Ministry” map and “Jesus Heals” chart, one of each
per student.
3. Make an overhead transparency of “Jesus Heals” that you can fill in to help
students complete their handouts.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
“Jesus’ Ministry” map. Hand out copies of the map. Do the students remember
some of the things that happened in the different towns? Some of the towns may
not be familiar to them. Tell students about some of the events that happened in
the towns. For example: where Jesus was born (Bethlehem), where he lived and
grew up (Nazareth), where he healed Peter’s mother-in-law (Capernaum), where
the temple was located and where Jesus healed a blind man (Jerusalem), where
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he raised Lazarus from the dead (Bethany), where he healed Blind Bartimaeus
(Jericho). Explain that they will be finding out about stories and towns they don’t
know yet in today’s lesson. (Note: Make sure students keep these maps for Day Two.)

LESSON STEPS
1. DAY ONE: (Note: If you don’t have time for students to present in a creative way,
simply have them prepare a paraphrase of the story and present it to the class.)
Divide the class into groups of two or three, and give each group one of the
scripture references for this lesson (listed on page 306 and on the handout “Jesus
Heals.”) Each section of verses tells a story of Jesus healing the sick. Each group
is responsible for presenting their assigned story to the class. Encourage them to
read the scripture reference together (and you could pass out any books you’ve
found that fit with the stories).
You will probably need to give students one entire class period to prepare their
presentations. Here are some ideas of ways they could present their stories to the
rest of the class:
• Do a skit acting out the story.
• Make several overhead transparencies to illustrate the story as someone
in the group reads it aloud.
• Give a short puppet presentation of the story.
• Compose and sing a song about the story.
• Use craft-stick people to act out the story.
• Draw several scenes from the story in sequence and show them on a “TV”
screen (cardboard box with one side cut out like a screen) as someone
reads the story.
• Write a readers theater piece to perform for the class.
• Write a poem that tells the story.
2. DAY TWO: Hand out copies of the “Jesus Heals” sheet and have students get
out their “Jesus’ Ministry” maps.
Ask the student groups to present their stories (you may want to give them a
chance to practice their presentations at the beginning of class). As students present
the stories, have the class fill in the two blank columns on their “Jesus Heals”
charts. (You could fill in the chart on the transparency to assist students.) Also
invite students to look on their maps to see where the healings took place (perhaps
noting them on the map), and have a student volunteer put a push pin into the
wall map for the location of each story as it is presented.
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Bethsaida

Capernaum

Sea of
Galilee

Cana
Mt.
Tabor

Nazareth

GALILEE

Jordan River

Medite
rranea
n Sea

Jesus’ Ministry

Jericho
Jerusalem

Bethlehem

Dead Sea

Bethany
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Who or What Jesus Healed

Scripture Reference

John 11:1-45

John 9:1-41

John 5:1-15

John 4:46-54

Luke 18:35-43

Luke 13:10-17

Mark 8:22-26

Matthew 17:14-20

Matthew 12:9-14

Matthew 9:18-26

Matthew 4:12-13, 9:1-8

Matthew 8:14-17

Matthew 8:1-4

Jesus Heals

Name: ________________________

Where It Happened
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A man by a pool
A blind man
Raising of Lazarus

John 9:1-41

John 11:1-45

Gives back sight

Mark 8:22-26

John 5:1-15

Boy with demon

Matthew 17:14-20

Nobleman’s son

Crippled hand

Matthew 12:9-14

John 4:46-54

Jairus’ daughter

Matthew 9:18-26

Blind beggar

Paralyzed man

Matthew 4:12-13, 9:1-8

Luke 18:35-43

Peter’s mother-in-law

Matthew 8:14-17

Crippled woman

The leper

Matthew 8:1-4

Luke 13:10-17

Who or What Jesus Healed

Jesus Heals

Scripture Reference

ANSWER KEY

Bethany

Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Cana

Approaching Jericho

In a synagogue

Bethsaida

Mt. Tabor

Galilee

Capernaum

Capernaum

Capernaum

City in Galilee

Where It Happened

Jesus Came for Everyone
LESSON 3: JESUS COMES TO JERICHO
Objective
Students will become familiar with the topography of Jesus’ homeland by making
relief maps of the land surrounding Jericho.

Key Concepts
• An understanding of the topography of the region in which Jesus’ ministry
took place.

Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes or more
Materials
• Reference materials (see Teacher Preparation #1 and #2)
• Option 1: Salt Dough Relief Map
a. Dough Recipe (makes enough dough for 4 children):
2 cups flour, 1 cup salt, 1 cup water. Slowly add water to the salt and flour.
The dough should look like thick cake dough. Use more water if needed.
b. Other Supplies: 8½ x 11 sheets of cardboard or poster board (1 per student);
newspaper; 1 copy of map (p. 313) and map key (p. 314) for each student,
brown, blue, and green paint (to paint maps when salt dough is dry)
• Option 2: Edible Relief Map
a. Dough Recipe (makes about 25 very small maps):
2 cups smooth peanut butter, 2½ cups powdered milk, 2½ cups powdered
sugar, 2 cups white corn syrup. Stir together.
b. Other Supplies: blue icing, green sprinkles, clear sprinkles, chocolate
chips, red licorice, and M & Ms; 1 copy of map (p. 313) and map key (p. 314)
for each student, paper plates.

Teacher Preparation
1. Obtain a copy of the International Children’s Bible Dictionary or another children’s
Bible dictionary, preferably with lots of pictures of the area around Jericho.
2. Obtain an atlas or children’s map book with fairly detailed maps.
3. Decide which type of relief map you will make (see Options 1 and 2 under
“Lesson Steps”). Find and prepare the materials accordingly, perhaps inviting
parent volunteers to prepare batches of dough or buy supplies. Be prepared to
demonstrate the map-making for your students.
4. Make copies of the map (one per student), plus extras, so children can refer to
them after theirs are covered with dough.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Read about Jericho from a children’s Bible dictionary or other reference book, and
show children pictures from the area. Explain that they will be making raised maps
of the region in which Jesus ministered.
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LESSON STEPS
1. OPTION 1: SALT DOUGH RELIEF MAP
See “Materials” for recipe. Lead the students through these steps in making
the map:
• Spread newspaper on the work area.
• Get one sheet of cardboard or posterboard. Place the map of Palestine on top
of the cardboard.
• Use the map key to understand the topography of the region. (Point out to the
students where the land has mountains and where it is level.)
• Spread the dough on the map. Make the mountainous areas higher. Use a
pencil to draw in the Jordan River, to outline the Sea of Galilee, the Dead
Sea, and the Mediterranean Sea coastline.
• This will take several days to dry. After the dough is dry, use brown paint for
mountains, blue for rivers and lakes, and green for the growing areas. Label:
Jericho, Jordan River, Sea of Galilee, Dead Sea, and Mediterranean Sea.
You could have students go around the room and look at their classmates’
maps. They could discuss with each other any errors in locating and denoting
physical features, as well as pointing out the positives.
2. OPTION TWO: EDIBLE RELIEF MAP
See “Materials” for recipe. Lead the students through these steps in making
the map:
a. Pass out paper plates and dough to children, and a copy of the map of
Palestine.
b. Show how to use the map key to understand the topography of the region.
(Point out where the land has mountains and where it is level.)
c. Show children how to spread the dough on their paper plates to make it
look like a smaller version of the map of Palestine. Show them the different
supplies they will use on top of the dough to denote land features: blue icing
(for lakes and oceans), green sprinkles (plains), clear sprinkles (deserts),
chocolate chips (mountains), red licorice (rivers), and M & Ms (towns).
d. Before the students eat their maps, you might have them walk around the
room and look at their classmates’ maps. They could discuss with each
other any errors in locating and denoting physical features, as well as pointing
out the positives.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Add features to the maps that are not shown on the map of Palestine on p. 313:
for example, students could add additional towns they’ve learned in previous lessons,
such as Bethlehem and Nazareth.
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Jesus Came for Everyone
LESSON 4: JESUS AND ZACCHAEUS (Optional)
Note: This lesson is optional, since the story is covered in kindergarten and
first grade.

Objective
Students will relate the story of Jesus going to Zacchaeus’ house to times they
have hosted guests, and will write about an imaginary encounter with Jesus.

Key Concepts
• Jesus loves all people, regardless of what other people think of them.
• Zacchaeus changed his ways after meeting Jesus.
• Jesus wants all of us to belong to God’s family.

Text: Luke 19:1-10
Estimated Lesson Time: 30-35 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•

Props for acting out Zacchaeus story
Student Bibles
“What Would You Do . . . If Jesus Came to Your House?” (p. 317)
Optional: Two 8½ x 11 sheets cardstock, crayons, colored pencils, pencils, and
stapler, 3-ring binder, or hole punch and ribbons to make class book (see
Lesson Step 4)

Teacher Preparation
1. Choose one of the two options for Introducing the Lesson. For Option 1, you will
need to invite another adult (a parent or staff member at your school) to act out
the story with you. One of you will be Zacchaeus, and the other Jesus. Practice
together ahead of time and obtain props as necessary—a ladder or a chair and
desk could help the Zacchaeus figure climb high, and a tree branch leaning
against a wall could represent the tree. You could also stage the dramatization
outdoors and use a real tree. Invite a student to be the narrator and practice
with you, or simply act out the story and speak the parts without narration.
2. Make copies of “What Would You Do . . . ,” one for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Option 1: Act out the story of Zacchaeus with another adult. Be creative and
dramatic! Students will enjoy seeing you act a scene. After the skit is over, the person who plays Zacchaeus could give students an opportunity to ask questions
about how he feels about meeting Jesus.
Option 2: Ask the students to brainstorm everything they know about a man
named Zacchaeus from the Bible. Since students have most likely studied this
story in kindergarten and first grade, they may be able to tell you a lot. After brainUnit 9 / Lesson 4: Jesus and Zacchaeus
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storming, acknowledge the information they remember and tell them that they will
hear the whole story now.

LESSON STEPS
1. If the story from Luke 19:1-10 was not read as narration during the skit, read
that now. You might have students find it in their Bibles and follow along.
2. Discuss the changes Zacchaeus decided to make because of meeting Jesus.
Ask students if they can think of other stories in the Bible in which people made
changes to their lives because of an encounter with Jesus.
3. “What Would You Do . . . If Jesus Came to Your House?” Ask students the
question: What would you do if you met Jesus in a crowd, and he said to you, “I’m
coming to your house today”? Distribute the handouts and have students fill in
the blanks. Invite students to share what they wrote and to show their drawings to
the class.
4. Make a class book. If you wish, collect the students’ handouts and compile
them into a class book. Add a front and back cover and hold the book together
with ribbon, a 3-ring binder, staples, etc. Brainstorm with the students about a
title for the book, and have several volunteers make the cover. You might use leaf
rubbings from leaves of a sycamore tree.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Work on memorizing Psalm 23. Talk about the ways that Jesus acted as a
shepherd to Zacchaeus.
• Teach the song “Jesus Is My Shepherd Friend” (sung to the tune of “Mary
Had a Little Lamb”):
Jesus is my Shepherd Friend,
Shepherd Friend, Shepherd Friend,
Jesus is my Shepherd Friend.
He even knows my name.
—text by Twila Nafziger
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Name: __________________________

What would you do . . .
if Jesus came to
your house?
Write a story below telling about Jesus’ visit to your house. How would
you host Jesus? What would you feed him? What activities would you do?
What would you show him? What would you talk about? To whom
would you introduce him?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Draw a picture of your visit with Jesus.
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Jesus Came for Everyone
LESSON 5: THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Objective
Students will memorize Psalm 23 and compare Jesus to a shepherd.

Key Concepts
• Jesus cares about each person individually.
• Jesus rejoices when another person is brought into God’s family.
• Jesus is like a shepherd watching over his sheep.

Text: Matthew 18:10-14, Luke 15:1-5
Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Parables of Jesus by Tomie dePaola (optional)
Sheep pattern (p. 320)
White cardboard, posterboard, or construction paper
1 bag of cotton balls
Glue
Black markers
Optional: “Psalm 23” cloze activity (p. 321)
For Extend the Lesson, option one: Psalm Twenty-Three illustrated by Tim Ladwig
(Eerdmans, 1997)
• For Extend the Lesson, option two: Resources about sheep-herding—Internet,
social studies texts, children’s Bible dictionaries, etc.

Teacher Preparation
1. Cut out white cardboard sheep from the pattern, one for each student.
(Alternatively, make enough patterns so that students can trace their own sheep
onto thicker paper and cut them out.)
2. Hide one (or several) of the sheep cutouts in your classroom for students to find
during the lesson introduction. You could also use small plastic figurines of sheep.
3. Prepare to read or tell the story of the lost sheep from Matthew 18:10-14 or
Luke 15:1-5. OR, use the story “The Lost Sheep” from the book The Parables of
Jesus.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Find the sheep. Tell students to pretend they are shepherds and that they’ve lost
one of their sheep. They must look around the room until one of them finds it.
(Hiding several of the cardboard sheep will let more students experience the joy of
finding one.) Ask the student who finds the sheep how she/he feels.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Tell the story. Remind students that Jesus often told parables, or stories, to
help people understand what he wanted them to learn. Read or tell the story of
the lost sheep from Matthew 18:10-14, Luke 15:1-5, or from The Parables of Jesus.
2. Brainstorm ways that Jesus is like a shepherd. Make a list on the board of
the students’ ideas.
3. Bible memory. Explain that the memory passage for this unit, Psalm 23, tells
the story in a different way. Work on the memory verse as a class, using the cloze
activity on p. 321 if you wish. Note: The children will need to be fairly familiar with
Psalm 23 to be able to do the cloze activity.
4. Make sheep. Distribute the white sheep cutouts you made and cotton balls.
Children can pull apart the cotton balls slightly and glue them to the sheep pattern.
Then add a nose, feet, ears, and tail with black marker. (If you have time, you
could also make enough copies of the pattern for students to trace around and cut
out their own sheep.) Make sure the children put their names on their sheep.
You may wish to punch a hole at the top and hang the sheep with string from the
classroom ceiling.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Find and read a copy of Psalm Twenty-Three, illustrated by Tim Ladwig. This
beautifully illustrated book uses the text of Psalm 23 and sets it in a contemporary
urban neighborhood.
• Research sheep-herding, both in ancient times and modern times, using
resources such as the Internet, children’s Bible dictionaries, and Social Studies
texts. The students could write short reports about what they find.
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Name: ________________________

Psalm 23
Fill in the blanks. You may use the list of words on the back of this sheet.

The Lord is my ______________, I shall not be in _________.
He makes me ________ down in _________ pastures,
he __________ me beside quiet ____________,
he restores my ___________. He ___________ me in paths of
_______________________ for his name’s sake.
Even though I ____________ through the valley
of the _______________ of death,
I fear no ___________, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they _____________ me.
You prepare a ____________ before me in the presence
of my ______________. You anoint my head with _______;
my cup overflows. Surely goodness and ___________ will
follow me all the days of my __________, and I will
dwell in the _____________ of the Lord ________________.
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“Psalm 23” (back)

Word list:
life
righteousness
green
comfort
house
want
table

waters
love
oil
guides
lie
shadow
shepherd

enemies
evil
leads
soul
forever
walk
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ANSWER KEY

Psalm 23
Fill in the blanks. You may use the list of words on the back of this sheet.

shepherd
want
The Lord is my ______________,
I shall not be in _________.
lie
green pastures,
He makes me ________
down in _________
leads
waters
he __________
me beside quiet ____________,
soul
leads
he restores my ___________.
He ___________
me in paths of
righteousness
_______________________
for his name’s sake.
walk
Even though I ____________
through the valley
shadow
of the _______________
of death,
evil
I fear no ___________,
for you are with me;
comfort
your rod and your staff, they _____________
me.
table
You prepare a ____________
before me in the presence
enemies
oil
of my ______________.
You anoint my head with _______;
mercy
my cup overflows. Surely goodness and ___________
will
life
follow me all the days of my __________,
and I will
forever
house
dwell in the _____________
of the Lord ________________.
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Jesus Came for Everyone
LESSON 6: THE WOMAN AT THE WELL
Objective
Students will create stories about Jesus’ acceptance of all people, based on the
story of his encounter with the Samaritan woman.

Key Concepts
• Jesus cared for those who were rejected by society.
• Jesus wants us to care for people who aren’t well-liked by others.

Text: John 4:1-42
Estimated Lesson Time: 30-35 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•

Large plastic bucket, water
Photograph of someone from another culture carrying water (optional)
“Jesus Cares” (p. 326)
Student Bibles

Teacher Preparation
1. Fill a large plastic bucket with water—the larger the bucket, the better. You may
want to find a tarp to place under the bucket in case of spills (see Introducing
the Lesson).
2. Prepare to read or tell the story of the Samaritan woman from John 4:1-42. You
could tell it as a first-person narrative from the woman’s perspective.
3. Make a copy of “Jesus Cares” for each student. If you choose, cut the handout
into two sections at the dividing line.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Draw attention to the large bucket of water. Invite students to come forward
and try to lift it. Ask them to imagine that they don’t have running water, and have
to carry heavy buckets of water like this from a spring or well miles away from
home. If you have a picture of a person from another culture carrying water, show
it to the children. Talk about how carrying all their water might change the way
they use water. (If you have time, you could make a joint list of all the things for
which we use water: bathing, washing dishes, washing clothes, etc.)

LESSON STEPS
1. Tell the story. Say, “We’re going to meet a woman who carried all her water
from a well, and who met a special person on one of her trips to the well.” Invite
students to turn in their student Bibles to John 4:1-42. Read or tell the story of
Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman. (If the text seems too long, you
can stop at verse 26.)
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2. Discuss the passage. Explain to the students that Jews didn’t usually speak
to Samaritans. But Jesus came to earth to show that all people should be loved,
so he spoke to the Samaritan woman. You may want to talk more about what
Jesus meant by offering the woman “living water.” (He meant that she could have
life through Jesus. Her sins could be forgiven and she could have eternal life
always.)
3. Think about how the Jews would not talk to the Samaritans. Who are the
people in our society and neighborhoods that others don’t like or are afraid of?
See if students can think of some people who might not receive much love from
others (examples: people without homes, mentally or physically challenged people,
old people in rest homes, people who are hard to get along with, etc.).
4. “Jesus Cares.” Distribute copies of the handout. Students can write a madeup story about someone people don’t like to be around, or to whom they aren’t
very kind. Then they can write about what Jesus would say or do if he met that
person. If you choose, you could cut the handout into two and hand out the top
part first. Give the second part (about Jesus meeting the person) only after the students have written their stories.
5. Write poems about water. If there is time remaining, teach students the simple
form of haiku, in which the first line has five syllables, the second line has seven,
and the last line has five. Think about words that describe water and list them on
the board or on chart paper. Then invite students to write haiku about water.
Example:

Water tastes so good
Refreshing, cool, delicious
Water gives us life

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Play a water-related game, such as a relay in which two teams of students
compete to fill their team’s bucket, one cup of water at a time. (If your students
have been instructed to bring along a change of clothes, you could have them
attempt this relay by holding the cups of water on their heads!)
• Water and health. To illustrate how important water is to our health as human
beings, tell the students that 60 percent of an average man’s body is made up of
water, and 55 percent of a woman’s. Using large sheets of paper, have students
make life-sized cutouts of adult men and women (call in a colleague or two who
are willing to be traced!). They can color about 55 or 60 percent of the figures in
blue, to illustrate how much our bodies depend on water.
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Name: _______________________________

Jesus Cares
Write a made-up story about someone others don’t like to be around or don’t treat very kindly.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Now imagine that your character meets Jesus. What might Jesus say to him or her? What
might Jesus do?

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
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Name: ___________________________

Unit 9 Assessment
1. Write down one miracle that Jesus performed:
______________________________________________________________

2. What did Zacchaeus do for a living?
______________________________________________________________

Fill in the blank with the word that fits best:
3. The Samaritan woman at the well was _________________________.
popular

unpopular

sick

4. Jesus offered the Samaritan woman ____________________________.
living water

a snack

judgment for her sins

5. In Psalm 23, God is compared to a ________________________.
sheep

father

shepherd

6. Write one sentence from Psalm 23 that gives you comfort.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Unit 9 Assessment
1. Write down one miracle that Jesus performed:
Answers will vary.
______________________________________________________________

2. What did Zacchaeus do for a living?
He was a tax collector.
______________________________________________________________

Fill in the blank with the word that fits best:
unpopular
3. The Samaritan woman at the well was _________________________.
popular

unpopular

sick

living water
4. Jesus offered the Samaritan woman ____________________________.
living water

a snack

judgment for her sins

shepherd
5. In Psalm 23, God is compared to a ________________________.
sheep

father

shepherd

6. Write one sentence from Psalm 23 that gives you comfort.
Answers will vary—see Psalm 23.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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