THEME 4
Jesus Invites All People to
Belong
In this theme we enter the New Testament story. Activities for Advent and
Easter invite children to participate in the biblical drama in a variety of
ways. Jesus taught and modeled love and acceptance for all people. Because
of Jesus’ loving welcome to each of us, we can invite others to belong to
God’s family.
Units in Theme 4:
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

7: Telling the Christmas Story
8: God’s Chosen Servant
9: Jesus Came for Everyone
10: Teachings of Jesus
11: Telling The Easter Story
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Second Grade—Unit 7

Telling the Christmas Story
This unit is filled with many facets of the Advent season: preparation, anticipation, reflection, and joyous celebration. You may decide to begin this unit during
the first week of Advent and continue it throughout the Advent season. Children
will talk about and prepare for Advent through making a Jesse Tree, which holds
symbols from the prophecies and stories leading up to the birth of Christ.
You can also decide to create a Christmas Walk that you can share with other
classes in your school. If you choose to prepare the Walk, it will likely become a
favorite tradition! The second grade class or classes will create murals for backdrops
and reenact scenes from the Christmas story while some Roman soldiers (also
from your class) guide other classes through the experience. Participants in the
journey will begin in Nazareth and make their way slowly to Bethlehem. They will
pass varied terrain, visit shops at the marketplace, meet the shepherds, go to the
inn, and finally, experience the awe and wonder of seeing the Christ child in the
manger! Blessings to you as you read through the suggestions for this unit and as
you make it your own.
LESSONS
1. Marking the Days
2. Celebrating With Others
3. The Census
4. Mary and Joseph’s Journey
5. Murals of the Journey
6. The Innkeeper’s Story
7. Responding to the Story
8. A Christmas Walk
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Unit 6: Telling the Christmas Story
Unit Information
SUMMARY
This unit focuses on the preparation for and celebration of the Advent season.
During this unit, children will identify family Christmas traditions, develop a
background understanding of the life and times surrounding the birth of Jesus
and, if you choose, participate in a reenactment of the Bethlehem journey called a
Christmas Walk.
Note that Lessons 2, 5, 7, and 8 are marked “Optional,” either because they
have to do with the Christmas Walk or because they are not directly connected to
the Christmas story. This gives you the freedom to pick and choose lessons according to a busier-than-usual holiday schedule. Lesson 8 contains the actual script for
the Christmas Walk.
There are several opportunities for parents to volunteer during this unit, especially in Lesson 2 (which suggests a Christmas giving project) and Lesson 8 (the
Christmas Walk).

KEY BIBLE TEXTS
• Luke 2:1-7
• Matthew 2:1-5, 7-12

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
Prepare the Way
In the Christian calendar, the church year begins with Advent, a period of four
weeks prior to Christmas. Advent means “coming.” During this season, we await
the coming of the Christ child. As we prepare with anticipation, we remember that
many people waited hundreds of years for their Messiah to come. We recall the
prophet Isaiah and the message he brought to the people from God: “The people
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned” (Isaiah 9:2).
On the Way to Bethlehem
At the time of Christ’s birth, the Roman ruler Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that everyone was to go to his/her own city to be counted. It is believed that such
a census was taken approximately every 14 years. The purpose was twofold: to
register any men eligible for military service and to properly assess taxes for people
from each region. The Jews were exempt from military service. Their registration
was for taxation purposes only.
The decree called all persons to return to their ancestral cities. Joseph’s family
could be traced back to his ancestor, David. Because David had come from
Bethlehem, Joseph’s family had to leave Nazareth (in Galilee) and go to Bethlehem
(in Judea) to be registered. They traveled south from Nazareth to Bethlehem by
way of Samaria. The terrain of this land is hilly, and the ground is stony. No
doubt the journey was long and tiring on such a road. For five days, Mary and
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Joseph traveled the eighty miles up and down the hilly terrain. Their donkey carried provisions for their trip as well as the expectant Mary.
Mary and Joseph were not alone as they traveled. The roads were filled with
the many people who were returning to their ancestral cities to register for the
census. More than likely, farmers were taking their produce to the cities to sell.
Merchants were preparing for the vast number of people who would gather in
their cities during the census. Roman soldiers probably walked about, carrying
out their various duties.
Mary and Joseph would have seen olive trees dotting the countryside along the
way. After olives were harvested, they were soaked in salt water and eaten with
bread. Many olives were also pressed for the olive oil that was used to cook food
and as fuel for lamps.
Grapes also grew in abundance in this region. During the growing season, the
vineyards were heavily guarded to protect the juicy grapes from wild animals and
thieves. When grapes were harvested, many were crushed to make juice. Others
were dried and eaten as raisins.
Telling the Story
Luke 2 provides the narrative for our reenactment of the story.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
• Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation. Each family celebrates Advent
and Christmas according to its own traditions and heritage.
• God wants us to share our love and joy with others.
• God planned that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem with a family to love and
care for him.
• God wanted all people to know that Jesus, God’s son, was born.
• God wants us to tell others about Jesus.

WORSHIP
Focus: Waiting for the coming of the Christ child
Students will create “Jesse Tree” ornaments during the first lesson of this unit.
These ornaments, symbols of Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament, can be
hung on a branch or small tree in your classroom during worship time. There
should be enough for one ornament to be hung on the branch each day before
Christmas. See Lesson 1 for further details about the Jesse Tree concept and history.
Worship Symbols:
Instead of placing symbols on a worship table during this unit, hang the Jesse
Tree ornaments on your branch or tree each day.

ASSESSING TEACHING / LEARNING
As usual, you will have many opportunities for assessing student learning during
this unit and adding to their portfolios: work with the Memory Verse in Lesson 2;
work with maps in Lesson 4; the “People and Places in Jesus’ Land” quiz in
Lesson 7; and participation in the Christmas Walk (Lesson 8). Photographs of
each child’s contribution to the Christmas Walk would be a nice addition to their
Bible portfolios. Unit 7 includes no comprehensive assessment.
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MEMORY VERSE
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
(Luke 2:8-12)

BONUS MEMORY VERSES
Note: The bonus memory verses add context to the main memory verse for this
unit. Notice that the first bonus verse immediately precedes the main verse, and
the rest of the verses immediately follow it.
And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
(Luke 2:7)
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom
his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger.
(Luke 2:13-16)
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And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Luke 2:8-12
Unit 7 / Telling the Christmas Story: Unit Information

220

Dear Parents,
This unit is entitled “Telling the Christmas Story.” It is filled with many facets of the
Advent and Christmas season: preparation, anticipation, reflection, and joyous celebration.
Unit Overview
Your child will have many hands-on opportunities in class to reflect on Jesus’ birth and the hope,
peace, and joy he brought to the world and continues to bring to us today.

Memory Verses
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for
all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8-12)

Ideas

9

Advent and Christmas are celebrated in many interesting and meaningful ways in cultures
around the world. Use the Internet or library books to find out about some of these traditions,
and consider incorporating them into your family's celebrations of the season.

9

You may want to think seriously about the ways your family marks Advent and Christmas,
and to reflect on whether your holiday traditions and routines match your values. Do you spend
the entire season fretting about getting your Christmas shopping done? Do you spend a lot of
money on extravagant gifts and a lot of time in shopping malls but never spend an evening reading
the Christmas story and singing Christmas carols as a family? A good resource for reflection on
these issues is A Simple Christmas by Alice Chapin (Herald Press, 1998). Another book with
ideas for Advent and Christmas traditions is Why Not Celebrate! By Sara Wenger Shenk (Good
Books, 1987).

9 Consider giving “living gifts” to your children. Many nonprofit organizations publish Christmas
gift catalogs, in which you can purchase a gift in someone’s name that benefits a person in
another part of the world. For example, through Heifer International you can buy a goat or a cow
in your child’s name, which then is given to an impoverished family to help them generate
income and buy necessities like food and clothing.
9

Worship Table: Use an Advent wreath, candles, holly, or other Christmas symbols during this
season.

9

Many children’s books deal with Advent and Christmas in delightful and creative ways. Look for
the following at your school or local library:
A Child is Born by Elizabeth Winthrop
A Christmas Story by Brian Wildsmith
An Early American Christmas by Tomie dePaola
B Is for Bethlehem by Isabel Wilner
The Christ Child by Maud and Miska Petersham
Christmas by Peter Spier
Christmas in the Barn by Margaret Wise Brown
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The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey by Susan Wojciechowski
The Christmas Pageant by Jacqueline Rogers
The Christmas Star by Marcus Pfister
The Christmas Story by Isabelle Brent
Christmas: The King James Version by Jan Pienkowski
The Family Christmas Tree Book by Tomie dePaola
Father and Son: A Nativity Story by Geraldine McCaughrean
The Friendly Beasts by Tomie dePaola
Gift of Saint Francis: The First Creche by Joanna Cole
The Glorious Impossible by Madeleine L’Engle
The Legend of Old Befana by Tomie dePaola
The Little Fir Tree by Margaret Wise Brown
Mary of Nazareth by Cecil Bødker
The Nativity by Julie Vivas
O Holy Night: Christmas with the Boys Choir of Harlem illustrated by Faith Ringgold
The Shepherd’s Christmas Story by Dandi Daley Mackall
Spirit Child by John Bierhorst
There Was No Snow on Christmas Eve by Pam Muñoz Ryan
What a Morning! The Christmas Story in Black Spirituals by John Langstaff

Notes
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Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 1: MARKING THE DAYS
Objective
Students will review stories leading up to Christ’s birth through the creation of
Jesse Tree ornaments.

Key Concepts
• Advent is a time of waiting for the birth of the Christ child.
• Families and churches have many different traditions that mark the time of Advent.

Text: Luke 2:7-16
Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
Small evergreen tree, long branch, or collection of branches
Construction paper or cardstock for Jesse Tree ornaments
Scissors
Hole puncher
Yarn
“Jesse Tree Ornament Suggestions” (pp. 225-226)
“Scrambled Memory Verses” (pp. 227-228)
Envelopes
For Extend the Lesson: Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Teacher Preparation
1. Obtain a small Christmas tree, long branch, or collection of branches to serve as
your classroom “Jesse Tree,” which will be used to mark the days of Advent.
2. Prepare to tell students the history of the Jesse Tree. (See Lesson Step 1 for
more details.)
3. Make copies of “Jesse Tree Ornament Suggestions” and “Scrambled Memory
Verses” for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Start a conversation about waiting. Ask, “How do you feel when you have to
wait a long time for something that you’re expecting to happen? What do you do
when you wait?” Introduce students to the concept of Advent, the time during
which we wait for the arrival of the Christ child. Share the idea that the Israelites
had been waiting for many, many years for the Messiah to come.

LESSON STEPS
1. The “Jesse Tree.” Explain that you will be making a classroom “Jesse Tree” as
a way to help you wait for Christmas during the days of Advent. (A Jesse Tree is a
Unit 7 / Lesson 1: Marking the Days
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tree or collection of branches holding ornaments that are symbols of prophecies and
stories about Christ’s birth and mission. It was developed in Europe and early
America and was revived in the mid-20th century as an Advent tradition to mark
the days of the season, similar to an Advent calendar.) The name comes from King
David’s father Jesse, who—you will want to remind students—was the grandson
of Boaz and Ruth. You may want to read aloud Isaiah 11:1, or have a student volunteer do so: “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a
Branch will bear fruit.”
2. Make Jesse Tree ornaments. Distribute the list of Jesse Tree ornament suggestions, and have each student choose one to make. (Try to make sure that each
student chooses a different ornament, so you have one to hang on the tree each day
between now and Christmas.)
Before handing out the list, you could also ask students to guess what some of
the symbols might be, based on stories they’ve learned from the Old Testament so
far this year. If students come up with symbols that are not included on the
sheet, you could encourage them to make ornaments based on their original
ideas. Many of the ornament suggestions have Bible references—if you have time,
students could look up these passages as practice in Bible reference skills. The
list includes some difficult words: encourage students to focus on the boldface
words.
Invite students to draw the outline of the symbol on construction paper or
cardstock, and then cut it out. Punch a hole in the top and tie yarn through the
hole. You might also want to laminate the ornaments to make them sturdier.
Collect and store the ornaments so that a student can hang an ornament on the
tree each day between now and Christmas.
3. “Scrambled Memory Verses.” Distribute the handout and have students cut
out the blocks and put them in order. The sentences will tell the Christmas story
from Luke 2. The children may be familiar enough with the story to do it by memory, or they may need to consult their Bibles. In either case, have them check
their work by looking up the passage in their Bibles. They could do this exercise
in pairs. Provide envelopes for them to store their blocks, to use later as a memorization tool.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Read a Christmas story. Read Chapter 4, “Christmas,” from Little House in the
Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder. This chapter provides a fascinating account of
Christmas traditions from the past.
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Jesse Tree Ornament Suggestions
1. Altar to symbolize Abraham’s thankfulness to God for God’s promise of
the land. (Genesis 12:6, 7)
2. Stairway or ladder to represent Jacob’s dream (Genesis 28:10-22)
3. Stone tablets to symbolize the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17)
4. Star of David (1 Samuel 16:1-13)
5. Balloons or streamers to represent the joy of Elizabeth and Zechariah at the
news that they would have a child (Luke 1:5-25)
6. Angel to symbolize the heavenly messengers throughout the Christmas
story (Luke 1:26-37, Luke 2:9-15, Matthew 1:20-25, Matthew 2:13-14)
7. Mary as Jesus’ mother (Luke 1:26-38)
8. Other key people in Jesus’ family: Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Moses, Ruth,
Jesse, David, Solomon, Joseph, etc.
9. Baby Jesus in a manger (Luke 2:1-20)
10. World or globe to remind us of God’s love and care for the whole world
(John 3:16)
11. Ark or rainbow to symbolize God’s faithfulness and care for people and
God’s promise to take care of creation (Genesis 6-9)
12. Joseph’s coat of many colors to symbolize God’s care for the Hebrews and
the sustaining of the Messianic covenant (Genesis 37:3)
13. Flame to symbolize God’s call to Moses from the burning bush and also
God’s presence with the Israelites in the desert (Exodus 3:2-6, Exodus 13:21)
14. Horn of oil to symbolize Samuel and the oil he used to anoint David as
king of Israel (1 Samuel 16:13)
15. Crown to represent King David, son of Jesse and an ancestor of Jesus
(1 Samuel 16:13)
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16. Temple to represent King Solomon, David’s son, who is remembered for
his great wisdom and the beautiful temple he built for God in Jerusalem,
where Jesus studied, worshipped, and taught (1 Kings 6, 8:62-66)
17. Lily, a traditional symbol for the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus.
18. Shell and water to symbolize John the Baptist, who was the last of the great
prophets of Israel and who came to prepare the way for Jesus (Mark 1:1-8)
19. Star to symbolize Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus (Luke 2:4-5)
20. Cow, goat, sheep or other animal to represent the animals that lived in
the stable where Jesus was born (Luke 2:7)
21. Shock of grain to symbolize Jesus’ ancestor Ruth, who gleaned grain in the
fields (Ruth 2:2)
22. Chi Rho (Greek letters that look like an Xon top of a P) that together form
a symbol for Jesus and were the first two letters of the Greek word Christos.
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Scrambled Memory Verses
And she gave birth

living out in the fields nearby

appeared to them, and the glory

that will be for all people.

wrapped in cloths and lying
in a manger.

he is Christ the Lord.

hurried off and found Mary and

praising God and saying,

because there was no room

and placed him in a manger,

Suddenly

to her firstborn, a son.

for them in the inn.

Joseph and the baby,

(Luke 2:7-16)

“Glory to God in the highest

who was lying in the manger.

and they were terrified.
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She wrapped him in cloths

An angel of the Lord

You will find a baby

And there were shepherds

of the Lord shone around them,

I bring you good news of great joy

When the angels had left them

and see this thing that has happened,

to men on whom his favor rests.”

“Do not be afraid.

and on earth peace

“Let’s go to Bethlehem

and gone into heaven,

which the Lord has told us about.”
So they

keeping watch over their flocks
at night.

But the angel said to them,

a Savior has been born to you;

a great company of the heavenly host

This will be a sign to you:

appeared with the angel,

the shepherds said to one another,

Today in the town of David
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Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 2: CELEBRATING WITH OTHERS (Optional)
Objective
Students will brainstorm and begin implementing ways to share with others the
love and joy of Christ during this season.

Key Concepts
• We can share Jesus’ love with those who are without family, food, home or hope.

Text: Luke 2:7-16
Estimated Lesson Time: 30-35 minutes
Materials
• Large sheets of paper, 12 x 18 or larger (1 for each student)
• Markers or pencils
• Children’s envelopes of memory verse strips (from Lesson 1)

Teacher Preparation
1. Find and contact some ministries and agencies in your area that might offer
ways for your students to reach out to others during the Christmas season.
Sometimes newspapers list needs of area organizations during the holidays, or
perhaps you’re familiar with a church-related agency that could use some help
over the holidays. (Ideas: making cards for prisoners or hospital patients, buying
food for a local food pantry, giving gifts to an area agency for children in need,
selling Christmas cookies to raise money for Mennonite Disaster Service, etc.)
2. Decide whether you want to implement a class Christmas giving project, or
instead want to encourage students to share individually with others. If you do
a class activity, you may want to ask some parents to help organize it.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Sharing Christmas with others. Invite children to share their plans for visiting
with friends and family over Christmas. What traditions do their families have?
With whom will they celebrate Christmas? Emphasize the wonderful blessing of
having people with whom to celebrate special times.

LESSON STEPS
1. “I Belong, I Feel, I Wonder, I Could Share.” Hand out large sheets of paper,
one to each student. Have them fold their papers in half vertically and then in half
again, to make four columns. Then lead them in the following exercise.
a. I Belong: At the top of the first column, have children write the words “I
Belong.” Invite them to make a list of people with whom they will celebrate
Christmas.
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b. I Feel: Have students label the second column “I Feel.” Ask them to write
words or draw pictures that describe how they feel when their friends and family
gather for Christmas celebrations. (At this point, you might have students share
from their first two columns. Be sensitive to children who might be sad at this time
of year, due to the loss of a family member, a divorce, or being far away from
someone they love, etc. Encourage students to share this if they feel comfortable,
highlighting Christ’s love for each of us and Christ’s ability to understand when
we are sad.)
c. I Wonder: Have students write “I Wonder” at top of the third column. Help
them brainstorm about people who might not be happy on Christmas. Who
might be especially unhappy or lonely this time of year? Why? How might they
feel? You may want to invite the children share their responses with each other.
d. I Could Share: In the fourth column, labeled “I Can Share,” encourage students
to pick one of their responses from the third column and brainstorm ways they
could share with those people during this season. (For example, if they wrote
about people who are sick, have them think of ways they could share God’s love
with people who are ill.)
Reassure students to not worry about whether they will actually do these
things—the important thing is to get some creative ideas down on paper. You
may want to have students work at this column fairly independently for some
time before coming together to talk about their responses.
2. Christmas project(s). Discuss ways that you as a class might share the love
and joy of Christ—with people the students wrote about on their papers, or
through an area agency you have researched. You could choose to do a class
Christmas project, based on one of their responses and/or your own connections
to an area agency. OR, you could encourage the children to choose an activity
from their fourth columns that they can do individually or with their own families.
3. Bible memory. If you have time, have the students use the sentence strips from
last lesson to work on their memory verses.
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Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 3: THE CENSUS
Objective
Students will learn and then demonstrate familiarity with the basic vocabulary
about government used in the Christmas story.

Key Concepts
• An understanding of the sequence of events leading up to the birth of Jesus as
told in Luke 2:1-17

Text: Luke 2:1-2
Estimated Lesson Time: 30-35 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large scroll (see #1 in Teacher Preparation)
Student Bibles
Two dowel rods or empty paper towel rolls for each student
Legal-size paper (1 sheet per student)
Glue
Markers
Yarn or ribbon
For Extend the Lesson: “Christmas Crossword” (p. 234)

Teacher Preparation
1. To make a large scroll: Photocopy or write the text from page 233 onto legal-size
paper. Glue dowel rods or empty paper towel rolls on each end. Roll them
toward the middle, and fasten with yarn or ribbon.
2. Recruit someone from outside the class (such as an older student or the principal)
to act as a messenger from Caesar Augustus. He/she should come into the
class at a predetermined time (just barge in—no polite knocking!). The messenger
should ceremoniously open the scroll, read the important message from the
emperor, roll up the scroll, and abruptly leave. (Ask the messenger to drop the
scroll right outside your classroom door when leaving, so you can use it as a
model for students as they make their own scrolls.)
3. Obtain materials for students to make their own scrolls. You may want to ask
them to bring dowel rods or paper towel rolls from home.
4. If using Extend the Lesson, make copies of “Christmas Crossword,” one per
student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
The messenger arrives. This is the time for the messenger to barge into your
classroom and read the emperor’s decree. You may want to act surprised and
even offended by this stranger barging into your classroom.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Talk about the messenger’s vist. Ask the students if they can remember what
the message was. Write down the points they remember. (You may have to prompt
them with questions, such as: Who gave the decree? Where must everyone go?
What are they supposed to do there?) You might want to make this more relevant
to your students by asking if any of them know what town or state their parents
and/or grandparents come from. How far would they have to travel to go there?
2. Read Luke 2 aloud. (Or have students locate Luke 2 in their Bibles, and ask a
volunteer to read aloud Luke 2:1-2.) Invite students to guess the meaning of some
of the words in the passage by using context clues:
Caesar Augustus: ruler of the Roman Empire
issued: sent forth
decree: a command from someone in power
census: a count of people in a certain area
governor: ruler of a state or province
register: sign your name on an official paper
You might want to talk briefly who the students’ political leaders are: mayor,
governor, senators and representatives, president.
3. Write decrees. Tell students that they will have the chance to pretend that
they are rulers like Caesar Augustus and give decrees to everyone living in their
lands. (You might want to brainstorm with the group about ways they think their
town or country could be a better place, and how a decree from a leader might help
make that happen.) Have them write their “decrees” on scrap paper, so they can
get it worded just like they want it. You could talk about ways to make the decree
sound more “official”—using words like “Hear ye, hear ye” at the beginning, or
“Hear these words and obey!” at the end.
4. Make scrolls. Pass out the legal-size paper, dowel rods or paper towel rolls,
glue, markers, and yarn or ribbon, and have students write their decrees on the
sheets of paper. Show them how to glue the dowel rods or paper towel rolls at the
ends, and then how to roll them toward the middle and tie them closed with the
yarn. (You may want to show them the scroll the messenger used as a model.)
5. Read the decrees. When all students are finished, give each of them the
chance to stand in front of the room and read the “decree” to the rest of the class.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• “Christmas Crossword.” Distribute copies of the handout and have students
complete the crossword puzzle
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I am a messenger from his excellency, the Emperor,
This message is to be read throughout the land.
Caesar Augustus, ruler of the Roman Empire,
has issued a decree that everyone must go
to the city of his birth to be counted.
Hear these words and obey!

Hear ye, Hear ye!

Name: _____________________________

Christmas Crossword

1

Word List:
Angel
Bethlehem
Census
David
Decree
Issue

Manger
Nazareth
Register
Shepherds
Terrified

2

3
4

5

6
7

8

9

10

11

Across
1. ancestor of Jesus
4. order from a ruler
8. Baby Jesus’ first visitors
9. place Jesus slept in stable
11. town where Jesus was born

Down
2. send forth
3. sign name to official paper
5. count of people in certain area
6. how shepherds felt when angel appeared
7. town where Joseph and Mary lived
10. heavenly messenger
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ANSWER KEY

Christmas Crossword

1

D

A

V

2

I

D

S
Word List:
Angel
Bethlehem
Census
David
Decree
Issue

S

Manger
Nazareth
Register
Shepherds
Terrified

3
4

D

U

R
E

C

R

E

8

N
A

B

9

M

10

A

A

N

R

G

E
T

6

H

T

Z

11

S

T

H

L

E

N

G

E
R

C
E

G
I

7

5

E

R

E

P

H

N

T
E

R

D

S

R

U

R

S

I
F

H

E

L

H
Across
1. ancestor of Jesus
4. order from a ruler
8. Baby Jesus’ first visitors
9. place Jesus slept in stable
11. town where Jesus was born

M

I
E
D

Down
2. send forth
3. sign name to official paper
5. count of people in certain area
6. how shepherds felt when angel appeared
7. town where Joseph and Mary lived
10. heavenly messenger
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Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 4: MARY AND JOSEPH’S JOURNEY
Objective
Students will practice map-reading skills and compare and contrast travel today
with travel in Jesus’ time.

Key Concepts
• An understanding of how to read a map.
• The way that people lived during the time of Jesus’ birth was different from the
way we live today.

Text: Luke 2:4-5
Estimated Lesson Time: 30-35 minutes
Materials
• Sheet of newsprint
• “The Way to Bethlehem” map (p. 239)
• Crayons and markers

Teacher Preparation
1. Divide the sheet of newsprint into two columns, labeled “Travel Then” and
“Travel Now.”
2. Prepare to narrate for your students an account of Mary and Joseph’s journey
from Nazareth to Bethlehem (see Biblical Background, pp. 217-218, and also
Lesson Step #1 for ideas).
3. Make copies of the map, one for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Going on a trip. Ask children to recall a family trip they took. Have them call out
items they took with them—for example, clothing, shoes, toys, snacks, sleeping
bags. (You could also do this by handing out slips of paper and having each student
draft her/his own list.) Have them add the transportation they used to arrive at
their destination: car? airplane? train? Write all of these ideas on the right-hand
column of your sheet of newsprint, labeled “Travel Now.”

LESSON STEPS
1. Read Luke 2:4-5 aloud. Now ask students to close their eyes and imagine for
a few minutes that they are Mary and Joseph traveling from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. Narrate for them a short journey—explain that they wouldn’t have a
car, but rather a donkey. They wouldn’t have fast food restaurants on the way,
but would have to carry much of their food—like olives and raisins—in leather
pouches. They would carry water in goatskins that they could refill at city wells
along the way. (Refer to Biblical Background for more ideas.) After the students
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open their eyes, ask them to think about items that Mary and Joseph would have
packed for their journey (either from your narration or based on their own ideas).
What kind of transportation did they use? Write these ideas in the “Travel Then”
column.
2. “On the Way to Bethlehem.” Distribute copies of the map. Show the students
how the directions are labeled on the map, and tell them that Bethlehem is the
southernmost city. Have them label it. Using Bethlehem as a reference point, give
them map directions for labeling Nazareth, Samaria, and Jerusalem, as well as
the Jordan River, Dead Sea, and Sea of Galilee. Have them draw a line showing
Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. They could also color in
the water. (If you have time, you may want to display several Bible atlases and
show children how to draw symbols for crops, hills, etc., that they can add to their
maps.)
3. To-do lists. Ask students to imagine that they are Mary or Joseph. Based on
what they learned about the journey during this lesson, have them make a list of
“Things to Do Before We Leave for Bethlehem.” Include things to pack (especially
considering that the baby might be born while they’re gone), food to prepare, chores
they might need to do before leaving home for several weeks, etc. Invite volunteers
to read their lists. (You could also have students work in pairs or groups.)
4. Bible memory. Work on the Bible memory verses, if you have time.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Research land and travel in Jesus’ time. Provide a variety of reference resources
such as Bible handbooks, Bible atlases, and encyclopedias so that students can
research the topography of the land and travel during Jesus’ time. Have students
write short reports about topics related to this lesson.
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Name: ________________________

On the Way to Bethlehem
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KEY

On the Way to Bethlehem
Sea of
Galilee

Samaria

Jo rd a n R i v e r

Nazareth

Jerusalem
Bethlehem

Dead Sea
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Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 5: MURALS OF THE JOURNEY (Optional)
Objective
Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the topography and culture of the
region in which Jesus was born by creating murals that can be used for the
Christmas Walk.

Key Concepts
• The architecture of houses during the time period in which Jesus was born.
• The ways that land and weather influence the lives of people.

Text: Luke 2:1-7
Estimated Lesson Time: More than 35 minutes (may be about 50 minutes)
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

“Bible Times House” (p. 242)
Photographs and drawings from Israel/Palestine
Wide rolls of butcher paper or newsprint
Pencils, markers, tempera paint, colored chalk, and/or crayons
Scrap paper for planning murals

Teacher Preparation
1. Find photographs and drawings of the Middle East that show the geography,
architecture, and people of the area. National Geographic is a good resource, as
is A Treasury of Bible Pictures, edited by C. Masom and P. Alexander. You could
also check with your area Mennonite Central Committee office (or online at
www.mcc.org) to borrow “Neveen,” a 30-minute video about Palestinian and
Israeli children, or a Middle East resource box.
2. Make several copies of the “Bible Times House” page.
3. You may want to decide where the murals will be hung as you plan out the
route for the Christmas Walk (see Lesson 8).

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Show the photographs and drawings from Israel/Palestine that you have collected.
Pass around several copies of the Bible times house, and talk about how it looks
the same or different from houses your students live in. Talk about the characteristics of the land and architecture, and how they are the same or different from
the land and architecture with which students are familiar.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Introduce the mural project. Tell the students that in today’s lesson they will
make murals of what the land near Bethlehem would have looked like in Jesus’
time, for the Christmas Walk you will plan. (Explain about the Christmas Walk,
using information from the Unit Overview, p. 216.)
2. Work on the murals. Divide the class into six groups. You will need two
murals of each of the following scenes:
a. The small village of Nazareth: Small stone houses and yellow brick houses
with flat roofs and side stairways. (You could have students refer to the picture
of the “Bible Times House.”) They might want to add children playing on the
roofs or adults walking in the narrow streets.
b. The countryside through which Mary and Joseph traveled on their way to
Bethlehem: Children can include hills, vineyards, fields of grain, and olive
trees. This is a nice opportunity to teach children about perspective in art, as
certain elements should appear far away.
c. The town of Bethlehem: This could be a night scene showing sheep and
shepherds on a hillside, with the stars shining about the town in the background.
Notes: Each group will need to spend some time looking through resources that
you provide, to find applicable pictures to help them. This activity provides wonderful opportunities for collaboration, as the mural should be one scene, not
merely a collection of children’s artwork.
The groups will need to make a rough plan of what they want to include in
their scenes. You may want to encourage them to make a rough sketch on scrap
paper and then designate who will be responsible to draw or paint what items.
You will hang the murals at various places in the school building for the
Christmas Walk.
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Bible Times House
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Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 6: THE INNKEEPER’S STORY
Objective
Students will engage personally with the Christmas story by writing a monologue
from the perspective of one of the people or animals who were in the stable.

Key Concepts
• An understanding of how to read a map.
• The way that people lived during the time of Jesus’ birth was different from the
way we live today.

Text: Luke 2:7-16
Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes
Materials
• “Innkeeper’s Script” (p. 245)
• Writing paper and pencils
• For Extend the Lesson: children’s books that tell the Christmas story (see activity
for suggestions)

Teacher Preparation
1. If possible, find an adult male to play the part of the innkeeper. Give him a copy
of the innkeeper’s script and have him to come to your classroom at the beginning of Bible class. Be sure to have an empty chair in the front of the room for
the innkeeper to use. (If no one is available, you can read the script yourself.)
2. Each student will be writing her/his own monologue from the perspective of
one of the characters at the stable. You might want to arrange a time with
another teacher for the students to perform their monologues for that class. (You
could also simply have students perform their monologues for each other.)
3. Make copies of “Innkeeper’s Script” for the innkeeper character AND for each
student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
The innkeeper enters the classroom without knocking. He walks very slowly,
thoughtfully, while shaking his head as though he does not understand. Direct
your students’ attention to this character, encouraging them to watch, wonder,
and listen. The innkeeper speaks or reads the monologue and then leaves.

LESSON STEPS
1. Talk about the innkeeper’s story. With the students’ help, make a list of other
people who might have come to visit Joseph and Mary and Jesus in the stable
(either from the Biblical story or from students’ own deductions). You could also
sing “The Friendly Beasts” and talk about the animals that were present. You may
want to read the Bible text, Luke 2:7-16, at this point as well.
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2. Distribute copies of the Innkeeper’s Script so the students can see the text
that the innkeeper character used. Talk about the two main elements of the text:
the statements that direct the character what to do, not to say, and the rest of the
text that the character is to speak. Call the children’s attention especially to the
kinds of directions that are included in the parentheses: how to walk, hand
motions, where to look, what kind of emotion to use, etc. Discuss how it would
have been different if the innkeeper had just read the script without any emotion
in his voice or any motions with his hands or body.
3. Write monologues. Invite students to choose one of the characters from the
list you made and write a monologue for that character, similar to the Innkeeper’s
Script. Tell them to include some directions in parentheses for what the character
should do. Explain that they are writing a short paragraph of what their character
might say at the stable. It might be easier to write the speaking lines first, putting
them on every other line, and then go back and put the directions in parentheses
in between.
4. Have students perform the monologues, either for your own class or for
another class at your school. In either case, you may want to collect the scripts
and then pass them out to other students so that each person will read/ perform
another person’s script. This would help students to pay more attention to writing
clearly, knowing that someone else will be performing the monologue.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Books that tell the Christmas story. Bring a variety of children’s books that
tell the Christmas story and pass them out to your class. Suggestions:
The Legend of Old Befana, The Story of the Three Wise Kings, and
Mary, the Mother of Jesus by Tomi de Paola
The Christ Child by Maud and Miska Petersham
The Christmas Pageant by Jacqueline Rogers
The Nativity by Julie Vivas
The Christmas Story by Isabelle Brent
Spirit Child by John Bierhorst
Mary of Nazareth by Cecil Bødker
Christmas: The King James Version by Jan Pienkowski
A Child is Born by Elizabeth Winthrop
You could do a number of activities related to these books: have children get into
groups to study the books’ texts and pictures, do read-alouds, talk about characters’ perspectives in the books, etc.
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Innkeeper’s Script
(Enter the classroom without knocking. Walk very slowly and thoughtfully,
and shake your head as though you don’t understand something.)
(Look up and speak to students.) You have never met me. You don’t even know
my name. I am the innkeeper. Yes, I am the one who turned Mary and Joseph
away from my inn. I had no idea who they were. (Shrug shoulders and raise
one hand in the air as if asking a question.) How was I to know that the
Messiah, our long-awaited Savior, was to be born that night?
So many times I wish that I had somehow made room. Perhaps I could have
made other arrangements or given them my room. But it had been such a busy
day! Because of the census being taken and the shortage of inns, we had people
knocking at our door all day. I was EXHAUSTED! (Sit down on a chair.)
And then they came. They came so late. Too late. All the rooms were full.
(Pause.) I remember the looks on their faces. So tired and yet so hopeful.
(Shake head slightly.)
They eagerly accepted my offer to let them stay in the stable overnight. The
stable was a cave behind the inn. It was where I kept the animals, and it was
warm and dry. They seemed grateful for even this place to stay.
In the middle of the night, I heard people moving about and talking excitedly.
The commotion came from behind the inn. When I looked out, there were
shepherds and sheep all over! I must admit I was rather angry about all the
noise. I didn’t want the people who were sleeping in my inn to be disturbed.
I was pretty gruff with some of those shepherds. (Stand up and take a couple
steps toward the class.) I marched outside and told them to leave. But they
were so excited! They told me that angels had just spoken to them in their
fields. Imagine that! I was pretty sure they were drunk, but they didn’t look as
if they had been drinking. They just looked . . . well, they just looked excited!
They said an angel had appeared to them and told them that the Savior was
born and that they could find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in
a manger.
The shepherds hurried on toward the stable. I followed. There, in the manger,
was the baby . . . wrapped in swaddling clothes. I fell down on my knees and
worshiped the newborn Christ child. (Pause.) Imagine that! (Slowly turn and
exit, stroking your chin as if lost in thought.)

Unit 7 / Lesson 6: The Innkeeper’s Story

245

Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 7: RESPONDING TO THE STORY (Optional)
Objective
Students will make crèche sets to use to tell someone else the story of Jesus’ birth.

Key Concepts
• God wants us to share the good news of Jesus’ birth with others.
• We can use art and creativity to show others about Christ.

Text: Luke 2:4-20
Estimated Lesson Time: More than 35 minutes (may be up to 50 minutes)
Note: This lesson will probably require two sessions if you choose to invite a
kindergarten class so that your students can tell the Christmas story to them
using their crèche sets.

Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Salt dough (recipe in Lesson Step #1), play dough, or wood scraps
A Gift from Saint Francis by Joanna Cole (if possible)
Crèche instructions (pp. 248-249)
9" x 12" sheets brown construction paper (1 per child)
9" x 12" sheets black construction paper (1 per child)
8" x 10" sheets white construction paper (1 per child)
Scrap pieces of construction paper (white, yellow, and blue)
3" x 24" strips of brown felt or construction paper (1 per child)
Stapler
Scissors, crayons, markers, pencils
Pint-sized milk cartons (optional)
For Extend the Lesson: “People and Places in Jesus’ Land” quiz (p. 250)

Teacher Preparation
1. Try to find a copy of A Gift from Saint Francis: The First Crèche by Joanna Cole.
The book is out of print, but may be available used from online booksellers or
from a library.
2. Optional: Invite a kindergarten class to come to your classroom so that your
students can use their crèche sets to share the Christmas story one-on-one with
the kindergarten children.
3. If using Extend the Lesson, make copies of the quiz.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Read A Gift from Saint Francis by Joanna Cole, OR choose another children’s
book about the birth of Christ to read here.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Make crèche sets. Explain to the children that they will be making crèche
scenes to use as they share the Christmas story with others—specifically with
kindergarteners, if you have invited them.
Get out all the materials and work step by step with the children, using the
instructions from pages 248-249.
Note: If you choose to use salt dough for the figures of Mary, Joseph and Baby
Jesus, use this recipe:
2 cups flour
1 cup salt
1 cup water
food coloring (optional)
Combine flour and salt in a large bowl. Mix well with spoon. Form into ball by
adding a little water at a time and mixing. Knead 7-10 minutes until dough
has a smooth, firm consistency. Add more water if necessary. Add food coloring
to water prior to mixing, if desired.
To bake dough, preheat oven to 325-350 degrees. Bake on a foil-covered
cookie sheet. Allow 30 minutes for figures that are ¼-inch thick. Increase time
by 30 minutes for each ¼-inch thickness. Bake soon after sculpting to prevent
crumbling.
2. Tell the story. When children have finished their crèche sets, invite them to
practice telling the Christmas story using their figures and stable. They should
practice once by themselves and then once with a partner. If you haven’t invited a
kindergarten class to come to your class, have the students take their crèche sets
home and use them to tell the Christmas story to a younger sibling or parent or
neighbor. Emphasize that we can share the story of Jesus’ birth with others using
artwork and creativity.
3. In a second session: If you have invited a kindergarten class, pair each of your
students with a kindergarten student (or two), and use their figures and stables to
tell the story to the younger children. This might be a nice way to begin a Book
Buddies program, in which each second-grader is paired with a kindergartener to
read books once a week or every other week. These partnerships can develop into
marvelous book explorations.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• “People and Places in Jesus’ Land.” Test the students’ knowledge with this
quiz from page 250.
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How to Make a Stable
1. Hold the brown construction
paper horizontally. Find the
middle by folding the paper in
half and placing a dot at the
center point of the top edge.

2. Fold each side toward the
middle, so the edges meet.

3. From the midpoint of the top
edge, draw a line diagonally to
each side (about 3 inches down
on the fold). Cut on this line.

4. Repeat the same procedure
with the white paper. Staple the
white sheet onto the brown
sheet to complete the stable.
The white side is the inside of
the stable, and the brown side
becomes the outside. Stand the
stables up on desks to see how
they act as a backdrop.

5.Talk about what was in the
stable when Mary and Joseph
first went inside. On the white
paper, draw the animals, hay,
and whatever children envision
the stable to have looked like.
Use crayons or markers.

6. Make an angel with paper.
Children can place the angel
wherever they like. Now you are
ready to add three-dimensional
figures to the crèche.
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Completing the Crèche

1. Using play dough or salt dough, shape figures of Mary, Joseph, and Baby
Jesus in a manger. Encourage children to keep the figures simple. Another
option is to use wood scraps in varying sizes, for children to draw figures on
the blocks.
2. Give each child a strip of brown felt or brown construction paper for the
road to Bethlehem. A small box or milk carton could be covered in construction paper and used as an inn. Place the inn near the stable. (Children can
hide the shepherds and sheep behind the inn when they are telling the story.)
Children may also want to make an innkeeper from the materials you have
provided.
3. Invite children to make shepherds and sheep to walk along the road or wait
outside the stable. If you have access to straw or hay, you can bring it for
children to use for bedding on the floor of the stable.
4. Enjoy telling the story and moving Mary and Joseph along the road to the
stable.
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Name: _______________________________

People and Places in Jesus’ Land
Match the answer to the question by writing the number on the line.
1. Where Joseph and Mary lived

_____ Quirinius

2. Where Joseph went to register

_____ Nazareth

3. Governor of Syria

_____ Caesar Augustus

4. Ruler who issued a census

_____ Bethlehem

Circle the answer that completes the
sentence correctly.

Nazareth

5. Nazareth is ________________ of Bethlehem.
south

east

north

west

Samaria

6. Bethlehem is in ________________.
Nazareth

Judea

Galilee

Turkey
Jerusalem
Bethlehem

7. Nazareth is in __________________.
Galilee

Samaria

Egypt

Europe
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ANSWER KEY

People and Places in Jesus’ Land
Match the answer to the question by writing the number on the line.
1. Where Joseph and Mary lived

3 Quirinius
_____

2. Where Joseph went to register

1 Nazareth
_____

3. Governor of Syria

4 Caesar Augustus
_____

4. Ruler who issued a census

2 Bethlehem
_____

Circle the answer that completes the
sentence correctly.

Nazareth

5. Nazareth is ________________ of Bethlehem.
south

east

north

west

Samaria

6. Bethlehem is in ________________.
Nazareth

Judea

Galilee

Turkey
Jerusalem
Bethlehem

7. Nazareth is in __________________.
Galilee

Samaria

Egypt

Europe
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Telling the Christmas Story
LESSON 8: A CHRISTMAS WALK (Optional)
Objective
Students will enact the Christmas story for other classes in the school, thereby
learning about the culture of Jesus’ time and personally connecting to the story.

Key Concepts
• The birth of the Messiah came at an unexpected time and in an unexpected place.
• Jesus was born during a time of political and social upheaval, when the presence
of soldiers and officials was common.
• Jesus’ birth brought joy to many different people.

Text: Luke 2:1-16
Description of Walk:
This lesson includes instructions and scripts for a Christmas Walk, which is a
reenactment of various scenes that could have happened at the first Christmas.
This experience helps children to visualize the culture and geography of the time
and place in which Jesus was born. The Walk includes a live nativity at the end.
Your class will feel quite important as they guide other classes on the Walk, and
younger children may start looking forward to being in second grade so that they
can participate! The Christmas Walk will require a lot of planning, several lessons
for preparing and practicing, and several adult helpers, but many teachers find it
well worth the effort.
Your second-graders will serve as the characters and personnel that implement
the Christmas Walk. You can then invite several classes or perhaps the entire
school to participate in the drama. See pp. 255-256 for a more detailed description
of the scenes and diagram of a possible layout for the Walk. If you invite one or
two classes to participate in the Christmas Walk, you could easily use your classroom and the hallway for all the scenes. If you invite the whole school, you might
want to use several classrooms or an auditorium. You can use the murals that
the students made in Lesson 5.
It will work best if you invite one or more parents to help with this project.
They can help you and the children practice for and implement the Christmas
Walk. They could also invite other parents to help with specific aspects of the
activity on the actual day of the Walk—such as supervising the marketplace, etc.
You could also decide to simplify the process and simply pick out several scenes
to present in a theater format.
You will want to explain the process to the children as clearly as possible but
also not overwhelm them with more information than they need. Introduce them
to the process, perhaps by listing the scenes and characters that are involved and
drawing a map of how the Christmas Walk will be set up. Figure out a way to
assign parts, keeping in mind especially students who may not excel at math or
reading but may be good in drama. Giving them responsible roles in which they
will be successful could boost their self-esteem and allow other students to see
them in a new way.
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When you have figured out the children’s roles, hand out to each student:
1. A copy of the Christmas Walk script, found on pages 257-261. Encourage
students to highlight their own speaking parts so that their lines are easier to
learn.
2. A copy of his/her character description, found on pp. 262-268. (The descriptions include roles, lists of items needed, and clothing suggestions.)
3. You might also want to distribute a map showing the layout of the Walk.
Students will then meet with other children involved in their scenes and practice
their parts. Some children will have lines to memorize, and others will have
actions to perform. This would be a good session (or sessions) in which to involve
parent helpers, who can help children arrange the scenes, practice their lines and
actions, and think about how they can obtain or make the items they need.
When the students have practiced the various scenes, try putting it all together
and rehearsing the entire Walk. You could have several parent helpers take the
“tour,” so that students can experience including an “audience” in their Walk.

List of Scenes
(See details about the scenes, pp. 255-256)
1. Invitation to the Christmas Walk (reading the decree)
2. Traveling from Nazareth to Bethlehem (murals of Nazareth)
3. Marketplace in Bethlehem
4. Census Taker’s Office
5. Tax Collector’s Office
6. Outside the Tax Collector’s Office (meeting the shepherds)
7. The Inn
8. The Nativity (either silent or spoken—see pp. 259-261)

Required Characters:
(See instructions and lists of required props and costumes, pp. 262-268)
1. Roman Soldier 1
2. Roman Soldier 2
3. Census Takers (2-3)
4. Tax Collector (2-3)
5. Shepherd 1
6. Shepherd 2
7. Shepherd 3
8. Angels
9. Innkeeper
10. Mary
11. Joseph

Additional Characters:
(See instructions and lists of required props and costumes, pp. 262-268)
1. Donkey, sheep, cow, dove
2. Inn guests
3. Baker
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Cloth dealer
Scribe
Food vendors
Sandalmaker
Potter

“Friendly Beasts” song. In the script, you may choose whether you wish to sing
the verses from the “Friendly Beasts” or simply speak the parts. If you choose to
sing the verses, you will need the music for this song. You may pull the music from
the old curriculum (p. 240) and place it in this curriculum. OR, you can borrow or
purchase the book The Friendly Beasts by Tomie dePaola (G.P. Putnam’s Sons,
1981. ISBN 0399207392).
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Suggested Scenes for Christmas Walk
1. READING THE DECREE Characters: Two Roman soldiers
Two Roman soldiers go to a classroom and read a decree from Caesar Augustus for all
citizens to be registered. They explain to the children in this class that citizens need to
be counted and then will be expected to pay their taxes. Each person must bring money
along on the journey. (You will need to forewarn teachers so they can have play money or
pennies available for the children in their class.)

2. TRAVELING TO BETHLEHEM
The two Roman soldiers act as tour guides for the entire walk. If you invite more than
one class, you will need more Roman soldiers. The soldiers will lead the class on their
journey to Bethlehem. They will walk past the murals of Nazareth and the countryside
that your class created earlier. The soldiers may want to point out the scenery and share
information about the land through which they are traveling.

3. MARKETPLACE Characters: One or two vendors at each shop
As they near Bethlehem, students will experience a small marketplace setting on the
outskirts of town. Several shopkeepers will be selling their goods. Shops could include:
cloth shop, food vendors, potter, sandalmaker, baker, and scribe. The shopkeepers will
be busy making their wares and will stop to tell a little about the things they sell. Food
vendors and bakers may want to give samples.

4. CENSUS TAKER’S OFFICE Characters: Three census takers
The travelers will pass the night scene outside Bethlehem. They will then go to the census
taker’s office, where each person will be registered. Three registrars or census takers will
be needed to register each group. Each traveling citizen will write his/her name with a
quill pen on a parchment scroll.

5. TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE Characters: Three tax collectors
Following the registrar’s office, each citizen will be led to the tax collector’s office. (The
Roman soldiers have acted as tour guides and will continue through the last scene.) The
tax collectors will have a list of all the participants (from class rosters) and check off their
names as they pay. You will need two or three tax collectors per group.

6. OUTSIDE THE TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE Characters: Shepherds and angels
As the group leaves the tax collector’s office, they see a group of shepherds hurrying and
talking excitedly. The Roman soldiers stop the group and motion them to silence. The
shepherds motion for the class to come. They tell of the wonderful news the angel brought.
A host of angels come, announcing the good news . . . that a baby, the Son of God, was
born today. The shepherds invite the class to join them as they hurry to find the baby.

7. AT THE INN Characters: Innkeeper and inn guests
The group stops at an inn, asking if anyone knows about the birth of a baby. The
innkeeper tells about the young couple he sent to the stable.
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8. THE NATIVITY Characters: Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and animals
The group hurries to the stable where they find Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus. The
shepherds kneel and praise God. You have the option of doing a Silent Nativity or a
Spoken Nativity (see pp. 259-261 for details).

OPTIONS FOR CHRISTMAS WALK LOCATION:
• All second grade classes in the school work together to plan and provide the Christmas
Walk. Use each classroom and the hallway for the various scenes.
• If you have just one second grade class in your school, use the hallway and your classroom
for the scenes.
• Use the school gymnasium or auditorium, if it is available.

DIAGRAM OF POSSIBLE CLASSROOM SETTING:
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Script for Christmas Walk
Scene 1: Reading the Decree
(The Roman soldiers go to the classroom door and knock. They stand tall and
straight and look stern as they enter the room.)
Soldier 1:

The Emperor Caesar Augustus has issued a decree.

Soldier 2:

(Unroll scroll and read in a loud voice.) A census is to be taken in
the Roman Empire. All Roman citizens are to go to their own
town to register and be taxed.

Soldier 1:

You are Jews, from the house of David. You must go to Bethlehem,
the city of David. Prepare at once and we will lead you.

(Teacher distributes coins as class follows Roman soldiers. Soldiers lead the class out
of Nazareth, pointing out the beauty of the land as shown in the murals.)

Scene 2: The Marketplace
Soldier 2:

Ahead is the marketplace. You may spend a few minutes looking
and getting provisions for the journey. Then we must be on our way.

(The soldiers allow time for looking at the shops and sampling foods, etc.)
Soldier 1:

Now we must be on our way.

Scene 3: Office of the Census Taker
Soldier 1:

Ahead is the office of the census taker. This is where each of you
will register your name.

Census Taker: Come on up and register your name with one of our census takers.
There are many people registering, so move quickly.
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Scene 4: Office of the Tax Collector
Soldier 1:

Our next stop is at the tax collector's office.

Soldier 2:

You will each meet with the tax collector so that he can collect your
fair share of taxes.

Tax Collector: Each Roman citizen must step forward and state your name. Then
the amount of tax you owe will be read.

Scene 5: The Shepherds’ News/Outside the Tax Collector’s Office
Soldier 1:

We have had a busy day. Let’s see if there is room at that inn. (Point
toward inn scene.)

(As the group comes to the inn, a group of shepherds arrive. They are talking and
seem very excited. Soldier 1 turns to hush your group.)
Soldier 2:

What is all the commotion about?

Shepherd 1: You won't believe this! We’re just a group of shepherds, out in the fields
taking care of our sheep. Then suddenly, out of nowhere, this angel
appears in the sky! We were terrified—we actually fell to the ground
and hid our faces.
Shepherd 2: But the angel told us not to be scared—”Yeah, right,” we thought. But
he spoke so kindly that we did start to feel a little better. The angel tells
us that the Messiah has been born! Here in Bethlehem!
Shepherd 3: Then the angel told us that he had good news for us that we were
supposed to tell to everyone. “Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord,” the angel said.
Shepherd 1: Yeah, the angel told us to look for a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger. He seemed like he knew what he was talking
about, so we decided to follow his advice. Look, here’s the angel and
his friends now!
(The angels enter, singing one verse of a song of praise or a Christmas carol.)
Angels:

(speaking in unison) Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace
to all people!
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(Angels step into the background and later join the group at the stable. They will
lead in singing the Christmas carols there.)
Shepherd 1: (speaking to the group) Would you like to come with us to find the
baby? It’s our Savior, Christ the Lord!
Shepherd 2: We could ask at this inn. Maybe they have heard the news of a baby’s
birth and can tell us where to find him.

Scene 6: At the Inn
(Shepherds pound loudly on the innkeeper’s door.)
Innkeeper: Yes, yes. What is it? Oh my, so many people! I’m sorry, but my rooms
are all filled!
Shepherd 3: Oh no, sir. We are not looking for rooms. We’re looking for a baby
lying in a manger.
Shepherd 1: This isn’t just any baby, sir. It’s a special baby . . . the one who will save
Israel, the Messiah. It’s our Savior, Christ the Lord!
Innkeeper: I have not heard of a baby’s birth, but I can tell you this. Earlier this
evening, a young couple came here looking for a room. The young
woman looked like she was going to have a baby very soon. I didn’t
have any room in my inn, so I sent them out back, to my stable. You
may check there if you’d like.
(With this news, the shepherds and all of the people hurry to the stable.)

Scene 7: The Silent Nativity—OPTION ONE
(As the shepherds approach the Nativity, they become quiet. They kneel down and
worship Baby Jesus. Even the Roman soldiers kneel. The shopkeepers, census takers,
tax collectors, and angels gather around the stable area. The angels lead the entire
group in singing “Away in a Manger” and “Silent Night.”)
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Scene 7: The Spoken Nativity—OPTION TWO
(Mary and Joseph see the group approaching and smile.)
Shepherd 1: Here they are! We have found the Christ child, who is to save our people!
(The shepherds help the students to find places to stand where they can see the
Nativity.)
Mary:

Welcome! You have found the right place. Here is the child, the one who
has come to bring salvation to the world. I sometimes cannot believe
that I was chosen to be his earthly mother. Already I love him so much.

Joseph:

Like you, we have had a long journey. We had to travel five days from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, and with Mary pregnant, it was often difficult.
We had to carry most of our food along with us, and the roads were very
crowded. We were so relieved to arrive in Bethlehem—except when we
got here, we couldn’t find any place to stay!

Mary:

I knew that the time was very near for our baby to be born, and I almost
cried when the innkeeper told us that he didn’t have any room and
pointed us to this stable. But at least it is warm and dry, and the animals
have been so kind to us already.

Donkey:

(either sings the donkey’s verse of “The Friendly Beasts” or says the
following) I am so proud to have been a part of the Christ child’s arrival!
I carried Mary on my back the many miles to Bethlehem, up and down
many hills and through many towns.

Cow:

(either sings the cow’s verse of “The Friendly Beasts” or says the
following) I, too, had a part in Jesus’ birth. Do you see the manger full
of hay that the baby can sleep in? That’s my manger and my hay! I was
more than happy to give it to this special baby.

Sheep:

(either sings the sheep’s verse of “The Friendly Beasts” or says the
following) And I snuggled up against the baby when he was first born,
to keep him warm with my wool. I will do my best to keep the baby
warm while they stay here.

Dove:

(either sings the dove’s verse of “The Friendly Beasts” or says the
following) Hey! Look up here! I had a part, too! When the baby was
born and was crying, I cooed and cooed, and he fell asleep.

(Optional: All animals could sing the last verse of “The Friendly Beasts.”)
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Mary:

Thank you, animals! And now, after a long journey and long labor and
much help from our animal friends, we have finally met our son, the
Messiah! My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One
has done great things for me—holy is his name.

Joseph:

(speaking to the crowd, which includes the shepherds, soldiers,
shopkeepers, census takers, tax collectors, and angels) Let’s all kneel
down to worship Jesus. Won’t you join us in singing some songs of
praise to God for the gift of our son, Jesus the Messiah?

(The angels lead in singing “Away in a Manger” and “Silent Night.”)
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CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS
ROMAN SOLDIERS 1 and 2
You will need:
• 1 scroll with written decree (could use two empty paper towel rolls glued
to a long sheet of paper)
What to wear:
• Pants with socks pulled up over pant legs
• Dark T-shirt or sweatshirt
• Batting helmet, bicycle helmet, hard hat, or baseball cap worn backwards
• Homemade shield (cardboard or another sturdy material would be good)
What to do:
• Two Roman soldiers will read the decree to the visiting classrooms. Then you
will lead the class on the Christmas Walk, staying with them throughout all
the scenes. Follow the directions for each scene.
• Memorize your speaking part.

CENSUS TAKERS (2-3)
You will need:
• Scroll (could use two empty paper towel rolls glued to a long sheet of paper)
• Quill pens (Ask an adult to cut the tip of a feather at an angle with a knife.
Dip it into black paint or India ink and write.) You could also use a regular pen.
• Sign for Scene 3, reading "Census Taker." Hang it in front of your office.
What to wear:
• Simple tunic or robe with belt
• Sandals, if possible
What to do:
• Make sure you know how to use the quill pens.
• Have each person sign her or his name on the scroll.
• One of you will memorize the speaking part.
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TAX COLLECTORS (2-3)
You will need:
• Scroll for each tax collector (could use two empty paper towel rolls glued to a
long sheet of paper)
• Quill pens (Ask an adult to cut the tip of a feather at an angle with a knife.
Dip it into black paint or India ink and write.) You could also use a regular pen.
• Money bags (Cut a circle 18" in diameter from burlap or brown felt. With a
darning needle and string, make big stitches about 2 inches from the outside
edge. Pull the ends of the string together and tie.)
• Sign for Scene 4, reading “Tax Collector.” Hang it in front of your office.
• Class lists of groups participating in the Christmas Walk, with the amount of
tax each person owes next to the name.
What to wear:
• Simple tunic or robe with belt. You could also drape a piece of fabric over your
shoulder and belt it with a sash or string. Tax collectors were often wealthy.
• Sandals, if possible
What to do:
• Find people’s names on the class list when they say who they are, and tell
them how much tax they owe. You can decide how much tax to charge each
person—we suggest that each student pay two coins. Perhaps you’ll want to
charge teachers with a higher tax—five or six coins. Be sure that teachers know
how many coins their students will need, so they aren’t caught short!
• Learn how to use quill pens.
• One of you will memorize the speaking part.

SHEPHERDS 1, 2, and 3
You will need:
• A cane or stick to use as a staff
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with a belt
• Towel or small piece of fabric tied around your head with a strip of cloth
What to do:
• You will lead the group of students from the inn to the nativity scene.
• Show lots of excitement and enthusiasm as you interact with others—you are
so excited about trying to find the Savior!
• Memorize your speaking part.

Unit 7 / Lesson 8: A Christmas Walk

263

INNKEEPER (AND GUESTS)
You will need:
• Sign for the inn
• Pillows and blankets
• Checkerboard and checkers, or marbles
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with belt
What to do:
• The innkeeper answers the door when the shepherds knock and point them
to the stable. Memorize your speaking part.
• The guests in the inn could be playing checkers on the floor. (They didn’t
have checkerboards and checkers in the time when Jesus was born, but they
had games that were similar. Marbles would be another game you could play.)
A few guests could be resting on pillows or covered with blankets and sleeping.

ANGELS
You will need:
• Halos made from gold or silver tinsel roping
What to wear:
• A simple white tunic with white turtleneck or blouse, or a white sheet draped
over your shoulders
What to do:
• You will need to listen carefully to the shepherds so you know when it’s your
turn to enter. Practice saying your line as a group, so that the words will be
understood. Practice the songs, too, because you will be leading the group in
singing them at the stable. (Note to teacher or parent helper: Suggested songs
are “Away in a Manger” and “Silent Night,” or choose other familiar carols.)
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NATIVITY CHARACTERS: MARY, JOSEPH, ANIMALS
You will need:
• Bale(s) of straw
• A doll wrapped tightly in a blanket (Baby Jesus)
What to wear:
• Mary: a simple white tunic or robe, and blue fabric shawl
• Joseph: a simple brown tunic or robe and belt
• Animals: You can either make animal costumes to wear, or draw large animals
on posterboard and kneel behind them to make them move. (If you make
them on posterboard: cut them out and color or paint. Make a handle to hold
onto by taping a 2" x 8" strip of posterboard to the back of the animal.)
What to do:
• Ask your teacher whether you will be doing the Silent Nativity or the Spoken
Nativity.
• For the Silent Nativity, Mary and Joseph and the animals will not have speaking
parts. You will simply look happy and keep your eyes on Baby Jesus. Mary or
Joseph might sit on the bale of hay and hold the baby.
• For the Spoken Nativity, you will need to memorize your speaking parts (and
perhaps a verse of “The Friendly Beasts” for the animal characters).

BAKER
You will need:
• Sign that says “Bakery”
• Pita bread cut into small triangles
• Tray for pita bread
• Matzoh bread or crackers broken into small pieces
• Tray for crackers
• Bread dough
• Board for kneading dough
• Small jar of flour
• Table and chair
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with belt
What to do:
• Knead bread dough as if you are getting ready to bake it. Invite people who
come by to sample some of your breads (crackers or pita bread).
• Say “Shalom,” a standard greeting in Jesus’ day. Tell travelers that the pita
bread and matzoh or crackers will last their entire journey, as they won’t get
moldy like bread with yeast will.
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CLOTH DEALER
You will need:
• Sign that says “Cloth Shop”
• Pieces of folded cloth in a variety of textures and colors (if possible, get
sheepskin, goatskin, or leather to make it a little more authentic). Colors that
would have been readily available are: purple, brown, tan, black, blue, and red.
• Table and chair
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with belt
What to do:
• Display a variety of pieces of cloth. As people pass by, call out, “Cloth for sale!
Cloth for sale! Lovely, quality cloth for sale!”
• If you feel ambitious, try to talk people into buying some of your fabric. Say
things like, “This looks lovely next to your skin,” or “Don’t you think your
father would enjoy a headpiece made of this fabric?”

SCRIBE
You will need:
• Sign that says “Scribe”
• Quill pens, black ink or paint (To make a quill pen: Ask an adult to cut the
tip of a feather at an angle with a knife. Dip it into black paint or India ink
and write.) You could also use a regular pen.
• Parchment paper or white paper
• Table and chair
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with belt
• Turban for your head (a towel or cloth wound around your head will work)
What to do:
• The work of the scribe was to copy down the laws and the word of God—
remember that there were no copy machines or printing presses. Choose
several verses from the Old Testament to copy as people walk by (the New
Testament had not been recorded yet). You might copy down the Ten
Commandments, or another memory verse you’ve learned this year.
• As visitors pass your shop on their way to Bethlehem, you will be busy copying down Bible verses. This work required a great deal of care. You can nod to
people and smile as they go by, but you do not want to talk with them. You
are far too busy doing the important task of recording God’s word.
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FOOD VENDORS
You will need:
• Shop sign that says “Foods”
• Black olives, raisins, dates, figs, and/or grapes
• Trays for food
• Small cups from which people can sample the food
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with belt
What to do:
• Place foods in small cups and give samples to the travelers on their way to
Bethlehem. Ask travelers how far they have traveled and wish them well on
their journey.
• When the travelers leave, say “Shalom,” which was a standard greeting or
farewell during that time.

SANDALMAKER
You will need:
• Shop sign that says “Sandalmaker”
• Pencil and hole puncher
• Brown yarn or brown shoestring
• Tagboard or poster board
• Scissors
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with belt
• Sandals
What to do:
• On a piece of poster board or tagboard, trace around both of your shoes. Cut
out the feet. Punch holes and lace with shoe strings. Sandals were the most
common footwear in Jesus’ time.
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POTTER
You will need:
• Shop sign that says “Potter”
• Several large balls of modeling clay
• Clay pots, bowls, or vases
• Place for rolling out clay and displaying pots
What to wear:
• A simple tunic or robe with belt
What to do:
• Form clay into a small ball. Press into the ball of clay with your thumb.
Shape into a small pot by pinching the sides.
• You may want to have several clay pots already made to have on display.
Clay pots were used for storing many kinds of food and water in Jesus’ time,
and therefore were very important items.
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