THEME 1
Slaves in Egypt
This theme invites students to enter into the life experiences of Moses. We
see God’s plan for Moses unfold as God calls him to lead the Israelites out of
Egypt. Students are invited to grow with Moses in their understanding of
God’s faithfulness. They will discover how God has been faithful to people in
preparing them for difficult life experiences.
Units in Theme 1:
Unit 1: Who Will Free Us?
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Second Grade—Unit 1

Who Will Free Us?
This unit focuses on the ways God prepared Moses to deliver the Israelites
from their oppression and bondage in Egypt. Children will be reminded of God’s
promises to Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel, and
Joseph. They will compare the story of the Israelites in slavery to the experience of
slaves in the United States. They will learn of Jochebed’s plan to save Moses and
enter the story through drama. They will learn of Moses’ call by God from the
burning bush.
LESSONS
1. God’s Promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
2. Slaves in Egypt
3. Moses in the Bulrushes
4. The Burning Bush
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Unit 1: Who Will Free Us?
Unit Information
SUMMARY
In this unit, students first review the way that God fulfilled promises to Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. Students then travel to Egypt during the time that
Israelites were waiting for someone to deliver them from their bondage. The stories
outline how God heard the cries of the Israelites and used Jochebed, Miriam, the
midwives, and the Pharaoh’s daughter to take part in a great plan to free the
Hebrews. The students will discover that God was at work in the lives of these
women as they protected Moses and prepared him to lead the children of Israel to
the Promised Land.

KEY BIBLE TEXTS
• Exodus 1-2:25
• Acts 7:17-34
• Hebrews 11:8-26

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
Slavery
Generations before Moses was born, Jacob and his sons had been welcomed by
Joseph and a grateful Pharaoh. Joseph had saved Egypt from a seven-year famine.
The Israelites were invited to live in this land. After many years, the Israelites
became wealthy and numerous. A new Pharaoh ruled Egypt. This Pharaoh did not
know about Joseph. He was afraid the Israelites would join Egypt’s enemies if a
war began. The Pharaoh decided to enslave the Israelites to keep them from taking
over the land.
The Israelites were oppressed and served as slaves to the Egyptians for more
than four hundred years. Making bricks was a common task of the Hebrew slaves.
The storage cities of Pithom and Rameses were built with slave labor.
Moses’ Birth
Although the Pharaoh had made the Israelites his slaves, they still continued to
grow in number (part of God’s promise to Abraham). This made the ruler more
nervous than ever. He devised a plan to have the midwives, Shiphrah and Puah,
kill all baby boys born to Israelite families. God, however, had a different plan.
God was faithful in caring for God’s chosen people.
Pharaoh’s plan to have the midwives kill all male Israelite infants at birth did
not work. The angry ruler ordered people to throw all male Hebrew babies into the
river. God heard the cries of the Israelites.
God chose several women to protect and prepare a baby to be their leader. The
midwives, at great risk to their lives, did not follow the Pharaoh’s orders to kill the
male Hebrew babies. They listened to God and were faithful.
Jochebed, the mother of Moses, was determined to save her young son’s life.
God worked through her. She devised a plan and trusted God to protect her baby.
Miriam, the older sister of Moses, trusted God to give her courage to implement
the plan to save her baby brother. We then see how God used the Pharaoh’s own
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daughter as an important link in this plan. God softened her heart. She rescued
the Hebrew baby from the river and raised Moses as her own son.
Egypt
Moses grew up in Egypt. This land stood in sharp contrast to the land of Canaan,
where he would eventually go. Egypt was a flat desert with impressive pyramids
rising from the sand. The Nile River was a rich source of life for the Egyptians. It
provided rich, fertile delta land and valleys.
When Moses’ ancestors (Jacob and his family) arrived in Egypt, the Pharaoh
had given them the area known as the land of Goshen. Also called the land of
Rameses, it was in the eastern section of the Nile River delta. When the Hebrews
were made slaves, they were forced to build the storage cities of Rameses and
Pithom for the Pharaoh.
The Egyptians depended on the Nile River to provide a water supply for their
crops. In the spring the Nile River overflowed, so the Egyptians worked to build
canals and channels for the floodwaters. If floods were too heavy, crops along the
Nile were destroyed. If there was a drought, there were no crops. Either possibility
resulted in famine for the people.
Young Moses
Little is known about Moses’ life during his growing years in the palace. In Acts 7:22
we are told that “Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was
powerful in speech and action.” Moses was no doubt educated at a level far
beyond that of a typical Hebrew slave.
We also know that by the time Moses was 40, he had begun to identify with the
Hebrew people. When Moses saw an Egyptian taskmaster mistreating an Israelite
slave, he got so angry that he killed the taskmaster. He then buried the taskmaster,
thinking no one had seen him. When he realized that word of his murderous act
was spreading, and because a Hebrew who killed an Egyptian was likely to be
severely punished, he fled for his life to Midian.
Moses’ Call
Upon arriving in Midian, Moses became a shepherd. God used this time to prepare
Moses for his long journey in the desert. He learned skills during this time that
would help him to lead the children of Israel through the wilderness. During this
time Moses married Zipporah, one of Jethro’s daughters. One day when he was
looking for a grazing area near Horeb, Moses met God in the form of a burning bush.
God called Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery and into the Promised Land.
In God’s Way Out, Bernard Ramm suggests that Moses thought he had already
tried to save Israel when he killed the Egyptian taskmaster. Ramm states, “This
commission, ‘I am sending you,’ was a problem to Moses. The first time he attempted
to rescue Israel, he blew it. At Horeb, God called him to go back to Egypt to confront
Pharaoh and to bring ‘my people the Israelites out of Egypt’ (Exodus 3:10). How
could one shepherd with only a staff in his hand challenge the whole court of
Pharaoh? So Moses ducked out with the rhetorical question, ‘Who am I?’ (v. 11).
“God’s reply was, ‘I will be with you.’ The strength of God would prove greater
than the weakness of Moses. Although Moses blew it the first time, God’s wisdom
would guide him in the right decision this time” (p. 27).
Moses still had questions. He asked God who was sending him. “God said to
Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has
sent me to you’ ” (Exodus 3:14). The International Children’s Bible Handbook
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explains this name in this way: “God told Moses that his name is I AM. The
Hebrew word was probably pronounced Yahweh. . . What does Yahweh mean?
Most Bible scholars agree that it means ‘The One Who Is Always Present.’ ” Yahweh
wanted Moses to know that God would always be present with the children of Israel.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
• God’s promise to Abraham did not end when Abraham died. It was told to
Abraham’s children and to their children. God continued to be faithful
throughout the years.
• Some cultures included a system of slavery. Being a slave meant poverty and
hard work. Sometimes it also meant being abused.
• Moses was Hebrew. He was an Israelite.
• God remembered the Israelites and was with them. God protected and prepared
Moses to be their leader.
• The Israelite slaves endured great hardship while Moses experienced the
advantages of a wealthy ruler.
• Pharaoh’s court was the center of political power and the most important social
setting in Egypt.

WORSHIP
Focus: God’s promises
Worship Table Symbols:
• Small family heirloom to represent how God’s promises were passed
through generations (Lesson 1)
• Chain to represent slavery (Lesson 2)
• Reeds or long grasses to represent Moses in the bulrushes (Lesson 3)
• Candle or lantern to represent the burning bush (Lesson 4)
Suggested Songs: God Gave a Promise (p. 55), Kum Ba Yah (p. 56), and I Will Sing
of the Mercies of the Lord (p. 57)

ASSESSING TEACHING / LEARNING
You will have various opportunities throughout this unit to assess your students’
understanding of the material: the worksheets in each lesson, opportunities to
review the memory verse, the drama in Lesson 3. Consider starting a Bible portfolio
with your students as a method of assessment (see Suggested Assessments section,
pp. 44-45). You could also use the optional assessment.

MEMORY VERSE
I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back
to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.
(Genesis 28:15)
Suggested Motions:
I am with you (hold hands with someone)
and will watch over you wherever you go (make “binoculars” over eyes and
move head back and forth as if surveying land)
and I will bring you back to this land (move hand as if beckoning)
I will not leave you (shake head)
until I have done what I have promised you (hit one fist hard against the other)
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BONUS MEMORY VERSES
I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from
you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you
and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the
God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you are now
an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after
you; and I will be their God. (Genesis 17:6-8)
I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you
and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be
like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the
north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your
offspring. (Genesis 28:13b-14)
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I
AM has sent me to you.’ ” (Exodus 3:14)
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I am with you and
will watch over you
wherever you go,
and I will bring you
back to this land.
I will not leave you
until I have done what
I have promised you.
Genesis 28:15
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desert
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From Sing and Be Glad © 1986. Used by permission of Mennonite Publishing House.

Unit 1 / Who Will Free Us?: Unit Information

55

Unit 1 / Who Will Free Us?: Unit Information

56

Unit 1 / Who Will Free Us?: Unit Information

57

Dear Parents,
This year’s study in Bible class is called “A Place to Belong.” We will follow the Israelites
on their Exodus journey and learn about God’s love and faithfulness. We will also study
Jesus’ ministry and invitation to all people to commit to a life of obedience and to join the
family of God. As we learn about Jesus’ ministry, we will discuss the many ways we belong
and encourage others to belong. We will also talk about the ways that we sometimes,
knowingly or unknowingly, keep people from belonging.
Each unit includes a parent newsletter that will let you know what stories we are
studying, what Bible verse we are learning, and some resources and activities that you
might use at home. Let’s make this a year for your student to experience God’s love and
closeness, both at school and at home.
Unit Overview
During this unit, entitled “Who Will Free Us?”, we are learning about how God’s promises were
passed from Abraham down to Joseph. We will then learn about how the Israelites became
slaves in Egypt, and about how God protected Moses when he was a baby. We will learn the
story of God’s call to Moses through the burning bush.

Memory Verse
The memory verse for this unit is Genesis 28:15: I am with you and will watch over you wherever
you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have
promised you.
Suggested Motions:
I am with you (hold hands with someone)
and will watch over you wherever you go (make “binoculars” over eyes and move head back
and forth as if surveying land)
and I will bring you back to this land (move hand as if beckoning someone to come)
I will not leave you (shake head)
until I have done what I have promised you (hit one fist hard against the other hand)

Ideas

9
9

Songs appropriate for this unit include “Kum Ba Yah” and “I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord.”

Your local library most likely has some wonderful children’s books that describe the experiences
of slaves in the United States. You can compare these to the experiences of the Israelites in
Egypt. Some titles to look for: Now Let Me Fly by Claire Johnson, The Wagon by Tony Johnston,
Nettie’s Trip South by Ann Turner, and Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter

9

“Sweet Honey in the Rock” is a quintet of African-American women who sing many songs
about slavery and freedom. Especially good is their album titled “All for Freedom” (Music for
Little People, 1992), which includes great sing-along songs for children.

9 Some children will find the idea of slavery disturbing and may need to talk about it further.
You can encourage them to share how they’re feeling about what they’ve learned about slavery, and
remind them that God is present in a special way with people who experience such an injustice.
9

A worship table can help children focus their attention on God. You could include fresh flowers
or other items from nature, family pictures, a Bible, a cross, candles, or special symbols on holidays
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such as Christmas and Easter. Here are suggestions for symbols to put on a worship table for
this unit: a small family heirloom (to represent God’s promises handed down through generations); a chain (to represent the Israelites’ slavery in Egypt); reeds (to represent the pharaoh’s
daughter finding Moses in the bulrushes); a candle or lantern (to represent the burning bush).

9 Write a cinquain poem about the desert with your child. Title each poem with one word, and
then use the title as the first line. On the second line use two words to describe the title. On
the third line use three action words. On the fourth line use four words to illustrate your theme.
On the fifth line use one word to rename the title. For example:
Sand
hot, windy
blowing, drifting, swirling
tents, goats, sun, rocks
Desert

Notes
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Who Will Free Us?
LESSON 1: GOD’S PROMISES TO ABRAHAM, ISAAC,
AND JACOB
Objective
Children will summarize the stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph and
recognize them as inheritors of God's promises.

Key Concepts
• The Israelites were descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jacob was also
called Israel.
• God remembered his promise to Abraham. The Israelites increased in number,
and God was with them.

Text: Genesis 15:5, 18; 17:4-8; 21:1-3; 24–26; 28:11-15; and 37
Estimated Lesson Time: 35 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brown paper bag
Small doll
Cloth of many colors
Large stone
Star cut from yellow paper
Family heirloom
Student Bibles
Hebrew family tree handout (p. 62), crayons
For Extend the Lesson options: construction paper, drawing materials

Teacher Preparation
1. Prepare a Remembering Bag by placing a small doll, large stone, colorful cloth,
and yellow paper star (write the words “Genesis 15:5” on one side and “Genesis
15:18” on the other) in a brown paper bag.
2. Find a small family heirloom that has been passed down several generations.
3. Optional: Prepare strips of paper with “Who Am I?” sentences (see lesson step 2).
4. Make one copy of the family tree for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Talk with the children about generations. Explain that their parents would be
the older generation, and their grandparents would be the oldest generation. Invite
the children to try to count the number of living generations in their families. Ask if
any of them have things in their house that have been passed down several generations. Show them the family heirloom that you brought along.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Remembering Bag. Show students the symbols from the bag one at a time.
Remind them that just like families pass heirlooms down through generations,
God’s promises were passed down from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to Joseph.
a. Star: Have students listen while you read about Abraham in Genesis 15:5
and 15:18.
b. Doll: Tell students that God promised Abraham and Sarah a son when they
were old. Read Genesis 21:1-3. Remind them that when Isaac married Rebekah,
they had twins, Jacob and Esau.
c. Stone: Have students listen while you read Genesis 28:11-15 to find out how
Jacob used the stone, and talk about how the promise has been passed to
Jacob.
d. Colored cloth: Remind students of the story of Joseph, Jacob’s son, and the
coat of many colors. (They should remember this story from first grade.)
2. Play “Who Am I?” Make up a sentence in first-person from one of the above
stories, and then ask, “Who am I?” Have students guess the character. (Example:
“I was an old, old woman when God told me I was going to have a baby. Who am
I?” Answer: Sarah)
You could also use language-study sentences such as, “My name begins with a
J and ends with an H. Who am I?” Other options: Have students volunteer to come
up with a sentence themselves, or prepare several sentences ahead of time and
hand them out to students to read. It might be helpful to have all the characters
listed on the chalkboard.
3. Hebrew family tree. Give each student a copy of the handout to complete.
Supply crayons to color the tree.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Create a timeline. Distribute construction paper and direct students to fold the
paper into four sections. Create a timeline (simply 4 pictures put in order, drawing
one picture in each section) of the four stories from the lesson. Suggested scenes:
(1) God’s Covenant with Abraham, (2) Isaac and Rebekah, (3) Jacob’s Dream, and
(4) Joseph in a Strange Land.
• Make family trees like the one for the Hebrew family on the handout. The children might not know all the names of their grandparents, but could draw pictures
of them instead, or take their family trees home to have their parents help them.
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Name: ______________________
Fill in the Hebrew family tree. Put the men’s names in the squares
and the women’s names in the circles. Use the names listed.

Sarah
Isaac
Joseph
Rebekah
Jacob
Rachel
Abraham
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ANSWER KEY
Fill in the Hebrew family tree. Put the men’s names in the squares
and the women’s names in the circles. Use the names listed.

Sarah

Abraham

Isaac

Sarah
Isaac
Joseph
Rebekah
Jacob
Rachel
Abraham

Rebekah

Jacob

Rachel

Joseph
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Who Will Free Us?
LESSON 2: SLAVES IN EGYPT
Objective
Children will recognize that God was with the Israelites when they were slaves,
and that God promises to be present with all people who suffer injustice.

Key Concepts
• The Egyptians feared the Israelites as they increased in numbers, and they
forced the Israelites to work as slaves.
• God was with the Israelites in their time of suffering.

Text: Exodus 1
Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes (depending on length of children’s
book you choose)

Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Children’s book about slavery
Children’s Bible storybook
Newsprint with three columns (see Teacher Preparation #2)
Markers, crayons, writing instruments
“Letter from a Slave” (p. 66)

Teacher Preparation
1. Obtain a children’s book about slavery in the United States, or else prepare
your own oral account of some of the experiences of slaves. Following are some
book suggestions:
Now Let Me Fly by Claire Johnson
The Wagon by Tony Johnston, illustrated by James Ransome
Nettie’s Trip South by Ann Turner
Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom by Carole Boston
Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine
Note: Several books about slavery are also suggested for use in Unit 2, Lesson 3, so
you may not want to choose any of the following for this current lesson: The
Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom, The Secret to Freedom, and Sweet Clara
and the Freedom Quilt.
2. Prepare to read or tell an account of the Israelites in slavery from Exodus 1:6-13
from a children’s Bible storybook.
3. Prepare a large sheet of newsprint (or the chalkboard) with three columns
labeled “What We Know,” “What We Want to Find Out,” and “What We Learned.”
4. Make one copy of “Letter from a Slave” for each student.
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INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Invite children to share anything they know about slavery in the United States.
Write these things in the newsprint column “What We Know.” Invite them to
brainstorm things that they'd like to know about slavery; write these in the “What
We Want to Find Out” column.

LESSON STEPS
1. Read the children’s book about slavery that you have chosen, or tell an oral
account of slave life.
2. “What We Learned.” Have children help you fill in the third column on the
newsprint, “What We Learned,” based on the story you just read.
3. Read Exodus 1:6-13, or read the story from a children’s Bible storybook. Invite
children to name similarities and differences between the slavery of African
Americans in the United States and Israelites in Egypt.
4. Teach the students to sing “Kum Ba Yah.” Explain that slaves in the U.S.
used to sing this song to ask God to be with them during their time of suffering.
5. “Letter from a Slave.” Give each student a copy of the handout. Invite them
to imagine that they are one of the characters in the book you read, or an Israelite
slave. Have them write a letter to a friend describing their lives. (In other words, a
student will pretend to be an Israelite or African American slave in the past, writing
a letter that will make it through hundreds or thousands of years to get to a friend
of theirs today. Students might write something like this: “We have to work hard in
the sun all day.” Help students with ideas, so they know what to write.)
6. Optional: Work on memorizing Genesis 28:15. (See Worship section of Unit I
Information for hand motion suggestions.) Remind students that this is God’s special promise to all of us, especially people who are suffering: “I am with you and
will watch over you.”

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Add a fourth column to your chart, “What We’d Still Like to Learn.” Have students brainstorm questions about slavery they’d like answers to. Talk about how
they could learn more about slavery, either in the Bible or in the U.S.
• Expressing feelings about slavery and freedom. Have students represent feelings and pictures of slavery and freedom by drawing or painting pictures, working
with clay, or writing a song, story, or poem.
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Letter from a Slave
Dear ________________________,
(Write a friend’s name here)
You won’t believe what it’s like to be a slave!
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Here’s a picture of how I feel about being a slave:

Sincerely,
_______________________
(Write your name here)
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Who Will Free Us?
LESSON 3: MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES
Objective
Children will demonstrate through drama an understanding of Jochebed’s plan to
save Moses.

Key Concepts
• Moses’ family trusted God. God gave them courage in their time of difficulty.
• God worked in the lives of Jochebed, Miriam, and the pharaoh’s daughter.
• God is at work in our lives.

Text: Exodus 2:1-10
Estimated Lesson Time: 35 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Modeling clay or play dough
Optional: Children’s Bible storybook
Optional: Props for acting out three scenes from story
“Memory Verse Review” (p. 69)
For Extend the Lesson: “Hieroglyphic Alphabet” (p. 71)

Teacher Preparation
1. Prepare to either read or tell the story of Moses as a baby, from Exodus 2:1-10
or from a children’s Bible storybook.
2. Make one copy of “Memory Verse Review” for each student.
3. Optional: Obtain props for acting out three scenes from the story: costumes,
reeds for Miriam to peek through, fans for the princess’ servants, a laundry
basket for baby Moses, etc.
4. If using Extend the Lesson, make one copy per student of “Hieroglyphic Alphabet.”

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Distribute the modeling clay and invite children to divide their clay into two
lumps. Have them form one of the lumps into the shape of a baby. Remind them of
the previous lesson about the Israelites’ enslavement. Before beginning the lesson,
have students place the clay under their chairs or in a place where it won’t be distracting.

LESSON STEPS
1. Read the story of Moses as a baby from Exodus 2:10 or from a children’s Bible
storybook. (If you read from the Bible, you’ll have to explain or read Exodus 1:15-22
as well, for context.) Invite them to listen for what object Moses’ mother used for a
“cradle” for the baby. After you are done reading, have the children form the second lump of clay into the baby’s basket.
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2. Review the memory verse from Genesis 28:15, and talk about the ways that
God was watching over Moses during the story. Distribute the memory verse
review page to the students and have them complete it.
3. Act out the story. Divide the class into three groups to act out the following
scenes from the story. Help them determine the characters and action for each
scene. Give them time to decide what they will say and do.
Scene 1—Moses’ Home at the Beginning. How does Moses’ family feel as
they prepare a plan to save Moses? What must Jochebed be thinking and
praying as she works on the basket?
Scene 2—Princess’ Room in the Palace. The princess has attendants who
help her to do everything, including bathe in the river. The children will have
fun acting out the part of servants, fussing over the princess and making her
comfortable.
Scene 3—The Princess Finds Moses. Show how God protected Moses as the
princess finds the baby and responds with pleasure and compassion. Miriam
bravely stands watch, courageously approaches the princess to ask if she’d
like someone to care for the child, and then runs home with the news that
Moses is safe.
4. Watch the play. Have the children act out the scenes for each other.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Learn about hieroglyphics. Tell the children that Moses grew up as the
princess’ son, and so would have learned the Egyptian alphabet. Explain that
scribes often used broken pieces of clay pots for writing notes. Invite the students
to study the alphabet of Egyptian hieroglyphics on page 71 and to paint or write
their names on a piece of paper. Or have them write short messages to each other
and decode them.
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Name: _____________________

Memory Verse Review
Fill in the blanks with the correct words. The words you can use are
listed at the bottom.

I am with ________ and will ____________
over you _________________ you go,
and I will _________ you back to this
_________. I will not _________ you
until I have ___________ what I have
__________________ you.
Genesis 28:15
Words to Use:
done
leave
promised
you

bring
land
wherever
watch
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ANSWER KEY

Memory Verse Review
Fill in the blanks with the correct words. The words you can use are
listed at the bottom.

I am with ________
watch
you and will ____________

wherever
over you _________________
you go,
bring you back to this
and I will _________
leave you
land
_________.
I will not _________
done
until I have ___________
what I have
promised
__________________
you.
Genesis 28:15
Words to Use:
done
leave
promised
you

bring
land
wherever
watch
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Heiroglyphic Alphabet
A

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

i

j

k

l

m

n

o

p

q

r

s

t

v
w

x

y

z
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Who Will Free Us?
LESSON 4: THE BURNING BUSH
Objective
Children will recognize that God promises to be with us when we face challenges.

Key Concepts
• God speaks to each of us. We want to be ready to listen and obey.
• God promises to help us when we face challenges.

Text: Exodus 3:1-15; 3:19-20; 4:10-15; 4:17-20
Estimated Lesson Time: 35-40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bible
Children’s Bible storybook (optional)
Colored pencils (red, orange, and yellow)
Crayons (brown and black)
Drawing paper
“Moses and the Burning Bush” (p. 74)
For Extend the Lesson, option two: construction paper, pencils, glue in a squeeze
bottle, sand, tray, watercolors or markers
• For Extend the Lesson, option three: sand table or large, clear tub of sand

Teacher Preparation
1. Prepare to read or tell the story of Moses and the burning bush from Exodus 3:1-15
and 4:10-15, or from a children’s Bible storybook.
2. Make copies of “Moses and the Burning Bush,” one for each student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Invite children to take off their shoes and form a circle to listen to the story.
Have them brainstorm ideas about why you asked them to take off their shoes.
Lead a discussion about times when children faced a task that looked too difficult
for them. How did they feel?

LESSON STEPS
1. Read the story of Moses and the burning bush from Exodus 3:1-15 or from a
children’s Bible storybook. Talk about how Moses responded to God’s call.
2. Talk about God’s name, I AM WHO I AM. It seems like a funny name. Tell the
students that it means that God is always here. God is never away.
3. Respond with art. Distribute colored pencils, crayons, and paper, and invite
students to draw a large flame with the colored pencils. (For a different effect, try
using watercolors.) After the drawing is ready, use the black and brown crayons to
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draw a bush inside the flame. Have students choose a message to write in the
middle of the flame: “I will be with you” or “I AM WHO I AM.”
4. “Moses and the Burning Bush.” Distribute copies of the handout for children
to complete.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will take longer than the regular lesson time.)
• Questions for Moses. Give students each a slip of paper. Ask them to write
down one question they would ask Moses if he were alive today. Collect the questions and discuss possible answers, or invite one student to play Moses and
answer the questions.
• Make sand paintings. Remind students that Moses was living in the desert during this time. Have children draw pictures with pencils on construction paper,
and then use a squeeze glue bottle to follow the outlines of their pictures. Place
the drawings in a tray and sprinkle sand over them. Shake and dry. Use watercolors
or markers to add special features.
• Provide a sand table or large, clear tub of sand for sand play. (See Unit 2,
Lesson 2 for a description of how to make a wilderness box. You could also begin to
work with the wilderness box here.)
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Name: ________________________

Moses and the Burning Bush
Pretend that you are Moses, and write a story about what you did
right after you heard God speak to you and saw the burning bush. Who
did you go and tell about it? Did you yell or scream or run, or did you
act like nothing happened? Were you still scared, or did you feel peaceful?

_________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
__________________________________________
____________________________________
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Name:___________________________

Unit 1 Assessment
Answer the questions using these words:
I AM WHO I AM

Joseph

Abraham

Moses

1. Who did God promise would have as many descendants as the
stars in the sky?
___________________________________________
2. Who wore a coat of many colors?
___________________________________________
3. Who was put into a basket as a baby?
___________________________________________
4. What name did God use for God in the burning bush?
___________________________________________

Choose the right word to fill in the blank:
5. The Israelites were ________________________ in Egypt.
masters

slaves

mothers

6. God ________________________ to be with the Israelites.
promised

called

made

7. Moses’ sister ______________________ watched over him.
Jochebed

Sarah

Miriam
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ANSWER KEY

Unit 1 Assessment
Answer the questions using these words:
I AM WHO I AM

Joseph

Abraham

Moses

1. Who did God promise would have as many descendants as the
stars in the sky?

Abraham
___________________________________________
2. Who wore a coat of many colors?

Joseph
___________________________________________
3. Who was put into a basket as a baby?

Moses
___________________________________________
4. What name did God use for God in the burning bush?

I AM WHO I AM
___________________________________________
Choose the right word to fill in the blank:

slaves
5. The Israelites were ________________________
in Egypt.
masters

slaves

mothers

promised
6. God ________________________
to be with the Israelites.
promised

called

made

Miriam
7. Moses’ sister ______________________
watched over him.
Jochebed

Sarah

Miriam

Unit 1 / Assessment Answer Key

76

