Grade 5—Unit 8

Prophets, Kings, and Nations
This unit covers the period from Saul’s anointing as king through the Exile.
Students will study Israel’s request for a king, and how the actions of those kings
led to Israel’s eventual downfall.
LESSONS
1. A King Among Brothers
2. A Shepherd King
3. King Solomon Builds the Temple
4. Feast of Tabernacles
5. Solomon, the Richest King
6. Elijah, Prophet of the Lord
7. The Fall of Israel and Judah, Part 1
8. The Fall of Israel and Judah, Part 2
9. The Fall of Israel and Judah, Part 3
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Unit 8: Prophets, Kings, and Nations
Unit Information
SUMMARY
Israel wanted a king like other nations. But God knew that a covenant-keeping
king, who remembered that he was one among God’s people, was best for them.
God gave clear instructions as to what kind of king should be chosen. Samuel, by
God’s leading, anointed Saul to be the first king of Israel. Saul was disobedient to
God, and God rejected him as king. While Saul was still living and ruling, Samuel
anointed David to be the new king of Israel. God had chosen a shepherd, and the
youngest of eight children, as king. David often wrote psalms (songs and poems) to
God in response to things that were taking place in his life. Students will be able to
experience Psalm 23 through creative expression.
David’s life illustrates that God often chooses lowly, marginalized people as the
greatest leaders. Students will have an opportunity to retell the significant stories
of David’s life. The temple was finally built and the Ark of the Covenant moved to
Jerusalem, and the people celebrated with a Festival of Tabernacles. Students will
recreate and join together in a similar celebration.
Through study of Solomon’s reign, students will examine the concept that being
brilliantly successful and having many material possessions is not always what God
intends for us. They can even lead to our own lack of attention to God’s leading.
Reviewing the story of Elijah reminds students that God is our one and only God,
and not to be worshipped alongside other gods.
The prophets warned Israel that they must follow the covenant, or God would
send other nations to overtake them. Through a group research project and individual presentation, students will examine the message of the prophets, the actions
of Judah’s good kings, and an overview of the conquering empires that ended the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah.

KEY BIBLE TEXTS
Deuteronomy 17:14-20
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
Psalms
1 Chronicles 15–29
Leviticus 23:33-44
Jeremiah
Hosea
Amos

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
Israel Wants a King
The secular world understands the Hebrews to have developed monotheism. The
Hebrew perspective assumes that humankind departed from worshipping and
obeying the Creator of the universe. The old association of tribes eventually disinUnit 8 / Prophets, Kings, and Nations: Unit Information
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tegrated, and opposition from the Philistines was growing stronger. Samuel was
getting old. His sons had inherited his position, but did not walk in his ways. In
the face of these difficulties, the elders of the tribes asked Samuel to appoint a
king. Samuel was disturbed, but God allowed a king to be chosen after giving a
solemn warning about the dangers of kingship.
The first danger was that Israel and its king would forget Yahweh, the true
King. In response to the request for a king, the Lord said, “They have rejected me
as their king” (1 Samuel 8:7). The second danger was also related to their
covenant. A human king could use his power to enslave the people economically,
which Solomon eventually did.
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 gives clear kingship guidelines. The king needed to be
chosen by God. He needed to be a student and follower of the Torah (law), and one
who would not consider himself better than his brothers. Samuel anointed the
first two kings whom God chose, Saul and David.
A Shepherd King
When God rejected Saul as king over Israel, Samuel traveled to find and anoint
a new king. Saul would view this as treachery and Samuel knew it, yet he still
went to Jesse’s house in search of Israel’s new king. When David was called in
from the pasture and God told Samuel to anoint him as king, God’s choice must
have surprised David’s family. David was the eighth son, when seven was thought
to express completeness. The youngest son, the boy without credentials, had been
chosen by God to rule God’s people. This story portrays an important biblical
truth. God often chooses marginal people to do important kingdom work. David is
one model of the last becoming first.
King in Jerusalem
David’s reign marked a pivotal point in the history of Israel. Dates for his reign
are ca. 1000 to 961. At the beginning of his reign, Israel was a group of scattered
tribes. Under David’s leadership, Israel grew and prospered. At the end of David’s
reign, the nation was an empire that demanded allegiance from other peoples who
did not yet know the God of Israel.
Following Saul’s death, despite disputes as to David’s rightful claim to the
throne, David gathered the tribes together. He needed to choose a location to be
the political and spiritual center of the kingdom. The northern and southern
tribes were often at odds with each other. The former religious center had been at
Shechem in the north. David was from the southern tribe of Judah. Jerusalem,
ruled by the Jebusites, was only six miles from David’s boyhood home of Bethlehem.
Because the Israelites had never conquered this small village, it was considered
neutral territory. Jerusalem was neither part of the south nor north. David conquered Jerusalem and made it the capitol of Israel. Then, by bringing the Ark of
the Covenant to the city, David also made Jerusalem the religious center for Israel.
Solomon’s Reign
David’s conquests had transformed Israel into the most important power in
Palestine and Syria. The nation included all of Palestine from the sea on the west
to the desert on the east. To the south, it extended to the Sinai peninsula. To the
north, it bordered Tyre. Many Canaanites had been incorporated into the monarchy.
Solomon’s reign brought major changes. Solomon decided to redistrict the
nation. He ignored firmly rooted tribal boundaries as he divided the nation into
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twelve administrative units. Also, previously Israel had trusted God to fight for
them. Solomon developed a strong defense system and built large military
fortresses to protect the land. Foreign alliances further insured security and
enabled Solomon’s extensive commercial activities.
1 Kings 6 describes the magnificent temple that Solomon built. Overlaid with
gold and cedar, it took seven years to complete. The Ark of the Covenant was
placed in the temple at the dedication. Solomon’s prayer of dedication (1 Kings 8)
asked God to honor the prayers of those who prayed toward the temple and of
those who prayed toward the city of Jerusalem. The prayer included recognition
that God could not be contained in a temple.
At the beginning of his rule, Solomon showed a keen sense of covenant and
understanding of his own position under the Lord. God honored Solomon’s temple
dedication prayer by appearing to him and renewing the covenant promises (1 Kings
9:1-9). However, the scriptures also chronicle Solomon’s departure from the
covenant, and his actions that opposed the paths outlined in Deuteronomy 17:14-19.
He acquired horses and chariots for his own defense. He also acquired many foreign wives in alliances that provided protection and prosperity, and his heart was
led astray. Also, Solomon’s control of both sea and land trade brought him great
wealth, which he did not share with the people.
Elijah and the Battle of Religions
After Solomon died, the northern part of the kingdom seceded. There, the worship of Yahweh became mixed up and confused with the worship of idols. The
majority of the people chose their gods depending upon personal gain. During
Elijah’s time, evil practices were prevalent throughout the kingdom. Although
each king was more corrupt than the one before him, King Ahab became the most
wicked of Israel’s kings. His wife, Jezebel, approached worship of the god, Baal,
with real zeal. She made Baal worship the official religion and persecuted the
prophets of the Lord.
People in Elijah’s time believed that a god who could command the greatest
earthquake, the fiercest wind, or the most raging fires was the god above all gods,
a god to be fearfully obeyed. The contest at Mt. Carmel seems to underline this.
Yet, God responds to terror with an invitation: to hear the voice of the Creator, to
sense God’s presence, in the sheer silence that follows a natural disaster. When
the earthquake and wild winds cease, when the fire is extinguished, there is left a
sound of silence that embraces the one who survives. In that silence, Elijah stood
in the presence of the Lord and experienced the deep joy of being alive.
The Prophets
Prophets of God told the people of Israel that unless they followed the covenant,
other nations would overtake them. In 722 B.C., the Assyrians wiped out Israel as
a nation. They controlled it for 100 years, and then the Babylonians overthrew the
Assyrians and rose to world power. By 586 B.C., Judah was overtaken and its citizens were sent to Babylon.
The Assyrians were cruel, proud imperialists. Those they conquered hated
them. They punished rebellions with a policy of deportation and resettlement in
hopes of breaking nationalistic ties. When Samaria, capitol of Israel, fell to the
Assyrians in 722 B.C., Assyria carried away all but the poorest in the land and
resettled the land with foreigners. Only Judah remained a nation.
Even after the fall of Israel, Judah continued to pay tribute to the Assyrian
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empire. Within a hundred years, Babylon replaced Assyria as a world power, and
Judah was then forced to pay tribute to the Babylonians. The Babylonians then
relocated Judah’s upper classes in three different stages. Judah’s last king,
Zedekiah, refused to listen to the prophet Jeremiah. He made an alliance with
Egypt to rebel against Babylon. The Babylonian armies besieged and captured
Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and made Judah a province of their own empire.
Judah was no longer a nation, and its citizens were in exile.
In contrast to the kings of the ancient world who believed that the leader of a
conquering nation had superior deity, the prophets of God in both Israel and
Judah had a markedly different view of the rise and fall of nations. They believed
that nations fell because of God’s judgment. They believed that the Lord acted in
history, even to the point of using a pagan nation to judge God’s people. The
prophets understood that the people had a covenant relationship with the Lord,
and that breaking it would lead to unfortunate consequences.
Despite persecution, the prophets felt compelled to speak the word of the Lord.
They wrote in beautiful, poetic language, and often conveyed their messages
through mime. In Judah, a few good kings listened to the covenant view of history
and acted accordingly. Hezekiah and Josiah, two good kings in Judah, understood
the need for repentance and covenant-keeping.
The prophets teach us that true faith can never be institutionalized. God refuses
to be bound by rituals. Through studying the messages of Amos, Hosea, and
Jeremiah, we hear God’s deep concern for faithfulness and justice. Although their
messages are heavy with doom, the prophets also offer hope. Hosea brought his
divorced wife out of slavery and restored her as his own wife once more. Jeremiah
speaks of a new covenant written in the hearts and minds of people. The story of
salvation history is one of a God of compassion who reaches out to God’s people
while maintaining high standards of conduct and covenant living.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
• God wanted Israel to have covenant-keeping leaders.
• Samuel, by God’s leading, anointed Saul to be the first king of Israel. Saul was
disobedient to God, and God rejected him as king.
• David was the youngest son of eight children, when the number seven was
thought to express completeness. David was a shepherd by trade. He shows us
that lowly and marginal persons can be God’s chosen instruments. God provided
a shepherd-like leader for God’s people.
• Solomon built a beautiful temple to replace the tabernacle of the wilderness.
Yahweh is God over all and cannot be contained in an earthly temple.
• Solomon appeared brilliantly successful on the surface, yet his policies were
detrimental to the well-being of his subjects and future generations.
• Several kings reigned following Solomon’s rule as king of Israel. Each one did evil
in the eyes of the Lord, and led the people away from God.
• Israel tried to combine worshipping the Lord with idol worship, as they tended to
follow the religious practices of their neighbors.
• Prophets warned that God would send other nations to conquer God’s people if
they did not keep the covenant. The people chose not to honor God and were led
into exile.
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WORSHIP
Theme hymns:
HWB 148—By the waters
HWB 585—In your sickness
SJ 42—Listen, God is calling
Other hymn ideas:
HWB 578—The Lord’s my Shepherd
HWB 575—Precious Lord, take my hand
1. Expressing Ourselves to God (Focus: The psalms are David’s expression to
God, the way David communicated with God. We can do the same in our own ways.)
Assign students, in partners or small groups (depending on your class size) to
passages from Psalms, using a variety of moods and themes. Some ideas are:
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

3:1-4
8:1-2
13:1-2
14:1-3
22:1-2
47:1-2

(Trusting God under adversity)
(Wonder at the majesty of God)
(Plea for help)
(Despair with the world)
(Feeling abandoned by God)
(Praise of God’s work)

Have the students read these passages for the rest of the class with expression.
As they do, talk about the different moods in the psalm, and what the writer was
trying to do (praise God, get God’s attention, etc.). Help the class to see how personal
these psalms seem to be at times.
Why were these psalms written? Why did David, in particular, write so many of
them? When David needed to talk with God, he used what he did best—writing
and singing. He knew that this was the best way for him to meet God, both for
worship and for communication.
Now ask the students if they have ways that they talk with God. Have them
brainstorm new ways, trying to think outside the box. If they are good at playing
basketball, can they come into conversation with God while shooting hoops? Can
they dance what they want to say to God?
We have communal worship services, and those are good ways for us to
encounter God together. But that’s not the only place to talk to God, to express
ourselves. Encourage the students to try these new ideas in the coming week—
talking to God in ways which feel most at home, most comfortable.
To end this worship time, have the children “practice” this new idea. Play
music, preferably something loud enough that they lose some of their inhibitions,
and let them act out or do these new ideas. If an idea involves something not
present (a ball, a walking trail, baking supplies, etc.), encourage them to pantomime
the activity. If the idea is singing, they can sing whatever they want, even if it
competes with the music being played. This may be a stretch for some children,
and it will help if the teacher whole-heartedly participates as well.
End with prayer that God will bless all of our expressions of confusion, joy, prayer,
frustration, and other emotions. If the class has a favorite song, sing that as well.
2. Exile: Past and Present (Focus: What is exile? People continue to experience it
today, and we have mini-exiles individually. God is with us through it all, working
through the situations to bring about salvation.)
Gather in a circle, the pot in the middle. Begin the time of worship with reading
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Psalm 137:1-6. Ask students to close their eyes and imagine exile. Lead them
through it:
Your native land has been at war for a long time. Now, the rival country has won.
But instead of allowing you to stay in your homes and just occupying your land, they
have forced you to leave your country and go to one where you have never been.
And it’s not as if all your friends have moved with you. You have all been separated.
If you’re lucky, you’re allowed to stay with your parents, but many are not that
lucky. Chances are, you’re in another country without your friends, your parents, or
your siblings. You don’t even know if they’re alive. The people of this new country
have taken you as a slave. You’re forced to work for them, and if you get enough
food, you’re lucky! Sometimes your captors make fun of you—asking you to speak
in your old language, or show them how you used to sing or play sports. When you
obey, they laugh at you. You used to go to church every Sunday, and your parents
talked about God in your house. But now there’s no church, and no one believes in
your God. They try to get you to believe in their gods instead. You’re lonely, you
can’t understand the language, and you’re exhausted from too much work with too
little food and sleep. Your captors make fun of you, and you feel forsaken by God.
Allow students to open their eyes. Say, “This is what exile means. This is what
happened to the Israelites. And sadly, this continues to happen in our world
today.” Talk about refugees, using current events to illustrate.
Sing together HWB 148, “By the waters of Babylon.”
Explain that now comes the hopeful part. Even though the Israelites were in
exile, God was still there. Bad things were happening, but God had a plan, and
God was working through the bad stuff to bring about salvation. Prophets like
Ezekiel and Daniel were called by God, and helped to bring the people in exile
back to God. Their faith became even stronger.
And God is present in the lives of the people today who are in exile, who are
oppressed. God is working through people—ordinary people like us—to bring
about reconciliation.
Say, “In our own lives, we probably haven’t experienced exile in the same way
the Israelites did. But sometimes we have our own exiles, where we feel alone and
abandoned. And God is present with us when that happens, too.
“Look at the pot, our symbol for salvation history, for the work God has done
and is doing to bring about God’s kingdom. The exile of the Israelites, the exile of
people in the world today, and our own exiles are all part of that salvation history.
And can be instruments of it—praying for and helping those around the world,
and helping each other when someone’s feeling lonely or abandoned.”
Pray together, both for people in the world facing oppression and for those
more privileged who are going through exiles. Ask God to help the group to be
instruments of healing and hope.
Sing together HWB 585, “In your sickness.” Then, as the group disperses, you
may want to sing “Listen, God is calling.”

ASSESSING TEACHING / LEARNING
Assessment is important throughout the unit, and teachers should use tools both
to formally and informally assess student learning. Use the results of these
assessments to modify lessons to further increase student understanding and
mastery. Teachers should formally assess students using their own point system
and grading scale on the various worksheets and activities in the lessons. In addition, the following tools are provided:
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•
•
•
•
•

Unit Review #1
Unit Review #2
Travel Log Evaluation
Stories of David Evaluation (Extend the Lesson, Lesson 2)
“The Fall” Evaluation

HOME EXTENSION IDEA
(To be shared with parents)
The class is memorizing Psalm 23, and studying the role of the psalm in the lives
of the Israelites. Find a psalm that can be a theme for your family and memorize
it together. A good way to do this is to read it together every night before bed—
you’ll find that before long you are no longer reading, but reciting. Let this psalm
be your theme for the year, and recite it as a family regularly.

MEMORY PASSAGES
The main memory passage for this unit is Psalm 23. Another memory verse that fits
the theme of this unit is Psalm 34:18. These passages are provided in large format
on pages 268-269, to be used as posters or overheads or to send home with students for memorizing.

Unit 8 / Prophets, Kings, and Nations: Unit Information

267

The LORD is my shepherd,
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures, he
leads me beside quiet waters,
he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD forever.
Psalm 23
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The LORD is close to the
brokenhearted
and saves those who are
crushed in spirit.
Psalm 34:18
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Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 1: A KING AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE
Objective
Students will understand what kind of king God desired when the Israelites
requested a king following Joshua’s death. They will learn about Saul’s kingship.

Key Concepts
• Israel wanted a king like other nations, but God knew that a covenant-keeping
king, who remembered that he was one among God’s people, was best for them.
• Samuel was leading the people as a prophet of the Lord at the time they were
requesting a king. He was saddened by their request and told them what kind of
king God would give them.
• Saul was disobedient to God, and God rejected him as king.

Text: 1 Samuel 8:6-18
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
Travel logs/timelines
“Saul’s Kingship” worksheet (pp. 272-273)
For Extend the Lesson, option one: newspapers, magazines, encyclopedias,
computer access (optional)
• For Extend the Lesson, option two: Yertle the Turtle by Dr. Seuss

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials
• Make copies of the “Saul’s Kingship” sheet, one per student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
What kind of king? Explain that the Israelites wanted to conform to the people
around them. They wanted a human king. Read Psalm 133 aloud and use it to
review the kind of king the Lord desired for Israel. When the Israelites demanded
a king, Samuel warned that the king would be much more like the other kings in
Canaan than like the king God desired.

LESSON STEPS
1. Samuel the leader. Remind students who Samuel was by reviewing the story
of him with Eli in the temple, receiving God’s call (1 Samuel 3). Samuel was leading the Israelites as a prophet of the Lord when they began to demand a king.
Talk about why the people might have wanted a king and felt that Samuel wasn’t
sufficient as a leader. Answers might include: some people were turning away from
God, resulting in chaos; they were living in fear of the Philistines and their army
was somewhat disorganized; the other nations had kings; they didn’t feel that
Samuel’s sons kept his ways and they didn’t necessarily like their leadership.
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2. Read 1 Samuel 8:6-18. Ask students to give answers to the following questions:
—How did Samuel feel about their desire for a king?
—What specific warnings did Samuel give the Israelites concerning kingship?
—What kind of king did God want for God’s people? How is this consistent
with what we read in Deuteronomy 17:14-20?
3. Write in travel logs. Have students write in Samuel’s voice on the following
prompt: Describe the kind of king Israel will receive. How do you feel about this?
4. Distribute “Saul’s Kingship” worksheets, and ask students to complete it.
The passage where each answer is found is given. Depending on the reading and
comprehension levels of students, you may want to give even more specific references. You might ask students to do the entire page independently, work in partners, or assign different sections of the worksheet to different groups. Be sure to
go over answers with the students when all have completed the page.
5. Work on timelines. Have students write “Saul’s Kingship” on their timelines.
Note God’s work as an attempt to lead Saul, and then disappointment and disapproval in him as king.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will extend the lesson to longer than 40 minutes.)
• Study current world leaders in newspapers, magazines, encyclopedias, and on
Internet sites. Compare and contrast them to the king described in Deuteronomy
17:14-20, using Venn diagrams.
• Read Yertle the Turtle by Dr. Seuss aloud. Relate it to the kingship problem of
lording it over others.
• More about kings. Have students read Deuteronomy 17:14-20 silently. Remind
them that they recently read the words of Moses after receiving the Ten
Commandments from Yahweh at Mount Sinai. Ask them to answer a few questions
to help them think about the stories of kings following Saul:
—How will the people be governed?
—What kind of a king does God desire?
—How should the king behave?
—How should he deal with the laws?
—What will happen in the lives of these kings and the Israelites?
—What kings can you name that will be ruling over Israel after King Saul?
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Name: ____________________

Saul’s Kingship
Answer the questions below using complete sentences. The
chapter where each answer is found is given to help you.
1. What was Saul’s grandfather’s name? (1 Samuel 9)
2. What made Saul go to Samuel? (1 Samuel 9)

3. How did Samuel know Saul was the one God wanted him to
anoint as king? (1 Samuel 9)

4. How many guests were invited to dine with Samuel and Saul? (1 Samuel 9)

5. What did Samuel use to anoint Saul as leader of God’s inheritance? (1 Samuel 10)

6. What would the three men going up to God at Bethel be carrying when Saul saw them?
(1 Samuel 10)

7. Why couldn’t Saul hide himself very easily? (1 Samuel 10)

8. Where did Samuel write the regulations of the kingship? (1 Samuel 10)
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Saul’s Kingship, continued
9. Read how Saul kept the men of Jabesh Gilead from being harmed by the
Ammonites. Some troublemakers despised and questioned Saul, but Saul kept his
peace. (1 Samuel 10:26-27) How did this help the people of Israel to respect Saul
as king? (1 Samuel 11:1-11)

10. How long did Saul reign over Israel? (1 Samuel 13)

11. How did Saul act foolishly? (1 Samuel 13:7b-15)

12. What did Saul do at Carmel? (1 Samuel 15:10-21)

13. When Samuel turned to leave, Saul tore something. What was it? What did it
represent? (1 Samuel 15:24-31)

14. Did Samuel and Saul see each other again? (1 Samuel 15:34-35)
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Saul’s Kingship—Answer Key
1. What was Saul’s grandfather’s name? (1 Samuel 9)
Abiel
2. What made Saul go to Samuel? (1 Samuel 9)
Saul’s father’s donkeys were lost. Saul wanted to ask Samuel where he should go
to look for them.
3. How did Samuel know Saul was the one God wanted him to anoint as king? (1 Samuel 9)
The Lord revealed to Samuel that the following day he would send a man from the
tribe of Benjamin to Samuel. When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said that
this was the man.
4. How many guests were invited to dine with Samuel and Saul? (1 Samuel 9)
About 30 in number.
5. What did Samuel use to anoint Saul as leader of God’s inheritance? (1 Samuel 10)
Oil (olive oil)
6. What would the three men going up to God at Bethel be carrying when Saul saw
them? (1 Samuel 10)
3 young goats, 3 loaves of bread, and a skin of wine
7. Why couldn’t Saul hide himself very easily? (1 Samuel 10)
He was a head taller than any of the others.
8. Where did Samuel write the regulations of the kingship? (1 Samuel 10)
On a scroll
9. Read how Saul kept the men of Jabesh Gilead from being harmed by the Ammonites.
Some troublemakers despised and questioned Saul, but Saul kept his peace. (1 Samuel
10:26-27) How did this help the people of Israel to respect Saul as king? (1 Samuel 11:1-11)
They realized that with the Lord's help, Saul could protect them. The Lord was with
Saul. (Note: The people wished to kill those who had questioned Saul, but Saul said
that no one would be put to death. The Lord had rescued Israel.)
10. How long did Saul reign over Israel? (1 Samuel 13)
42 years
11. How did Saul act foolishly? (1 Samuel 13:7b-15)
He wanted to attack the Philistines but wanted to seek the Lord’s favor. Saul did
not wait for Samuel to come to offer the burnt offering; he did it himself. This was
not a task that Saul was to do.
12. What did Saul do at Carmel? (1 Samuel 15:10-21)
He set up a monument in his own honor and he did not obey the Lord when
defeating the Amalekites.
13. When Samuel turned to leave, Saul tore something. What was it? What did it
represent? (1 Samuel 15:24-31)
He tore Samuel’s robe. This signified that the Lord had torn the kingdom of Israel
away from Saul.
14. Did Samuel and Saul see each other again? (1 Samuel 15:34-35)
No, Samuel did not go to see Saul again.
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Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 2: A SHEPHERD KING
Objective
Students will discuss the qualifications they feel are important for leaders. They will
reflect on this as they learn of David’s appointment as king.

Key Concepts
• David was the youngest son of eight children, when the number seven was
thought to express completeness.
• David was a shepherd by trade. His story shows us that lowly and marginal
people can be God’s chosen instruments.
• God provided a shepherd-like leader for God’s people.
• Certain characteristics are essential for a good leader.
• Many years passed between David’s anointing and when he actually reigned as
Israel’s king.

Text: Psalm 23
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Notebook paper (1 sheet per student)
“Raising Sheep” (p. 278)
“Who Will Be King?” (pp. 279-280)
Travel logs/timelines
For Extend the Lesson, option three: 8" x 8" sheets of paper (at least 2 per student);
variety of art materials—watercolor paints, thick crayons, thin crayons, colored
pencils, chalk, pencils, markers, etc.; musical arrangements of Psalm 23 (available
on MEA website)
• For Extend the Lesson, option five: student Bibles, “Stories of David” (p. 281),
“Stories of David Evaluation” (p. 282), “Notes” (p. 283)

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials.
• Prepare an overhead transparency of “Raising Sheep.”
• Make copies of the “Who Will Be King?” script, one per student. Gather and place
any props needed.
• If using Extend the Lesson, option five, make copies of the “Stories of David
Evaluation Sheet” and the “Notes” sheet (1 per student). Also prepare an overhead
transparency of “Stories of David.”

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Characteristics of a good leader. Give each student a sheet of notebook paper to
divide into three sections. Label the sections with these titles: Self, Partner and
Me, and My Group. Ask students to imagine they are interviewing someone for a
position of leadership (teacher, class president, principal, pastor, head of a local
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organization, etc.). In the “Self” section, they should list the qualities they feel this
person should possess.
After a few minutes, divide the group into partners. Ask them to combine and
narrow down their lists to create a new list in the “Partner and Me” section.
After several more minutes, divide the class into groups of four (two sets of
partners per group). Ask each group to share their lists with each other and come
up with only four characteristics in the “Group” section.
Invite one person from each group to share their four characteristics and provide rationale when needed. Hopefully some of their characteristics will be similar
to those discussed in the last lesson about Saul. Draw parallels here.

LESSON STEPS
1. Put up the “Raising Sheep” overhead and ask a student to read the part of
JWG. You read the part of Donna.
Ask students to reflect on ways that sheep are like people. (Examples: they
have a strong instinct to stick together; they follow one another; they are happier
when they are not alone; they each have a distinct personality; they like to get their
own food—grazing; they get sick and need special care; they need a leader; they
know their leader; a stranger makes them feel uneasy; they know their leader’s
voice; they obey their leader.)
2. A shepherd king. Discuss why God would want to appoint a shepherd as the
new king of Israel. How would a shepherd’s personality be different from Saul’s
personality? Would a shepherd possess the characteristics the students listed earlier?
3. Distribute “Who Will Be King?” and assign roles on the script to students. No
costumes are necessary. Give students several minutes to look over their parts.
Then reenact the story of Samuel’s anointing of David as king.
4. Work on timelines. Students should put “David anointed as king” on their
timelines and note God’s work in leading Samuel to appoint a shepherd as king.
Remind them that many years passed between the time when David was anointed
and when he actually served as Israel’s king. It was not as if Samuel anointed him
and he immediately became king. Saul’s kingship was to be completed first. Our
focus today is on David’s anointing and who he was as a person, that God should
choose him.
5. Write in travel logs. Remind students that David had a relationship with God,
and often wrote psalms (songs and poems) to God in response to things that were
taking place in his life. Invite students to write in David’s voice in their travel logs,
on the following prompt: Samuel has just anointed you to be king of Israel. Write
a letter or poem to God expressing your feelings. (This may need to be done at
another time during the day.)

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 40 minutes.)
• Invite a sheep farmer to come to your class instead of reading “Raising Sheep.”
Have the farmer tell about how he/she works with sheep, and answer questions
from students.
• Invite a leader. Invite a pastor, mayor, principal, or other school, community, or
church leader to come and discuss the qualities they feel are important in a leader.
The leader could also share the process by which he/she was chosen or elected.
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• Express one of David’s psalms. Distribute at least two sheets of square (8" x 8")
paper to each student. Allow them to choose their art media, and then group students to share materials. Play the recordings of Psalm 23 from the MEA website.
Invite students to respond with color and movement on their papers. Encourage
them to refrain from drawing a specific object. They should try to let the music
and words guide them as they express mood, meaning, and emotion.
Make a collage by piecing students’ papers together with edges touching. The
work can be displayed in the classroom, hallway, or ideally the students’ place of
worship. The text of Psalm 23 could be displayed alongside it.
• Psalm 23 is one of the memory passages for this unit. Allow students to spend
extra time working to memorize it.
• Learn more about David. Put up the “Stories of David’s Life” overhead. Ask
each student to silently skim through the passages listed and choose a story that
intrigues them. (Make sure that each story has been chosen by at least one student.)
Explain that they will first study the story they have chosen, and then creatively
share it with the class in their own words, through art, drama, pantomime, puppets,
music, or other method. Students who have chosen the same story may work
together if they like.
Distribute the “Notes” sheet and the “Story of David Evaluation” sheet to each
student. Draw their attention to the evaluation first, so they will be aware of components that are necessary in this project. They are to use the “Notes” sheet to
write down important story components and plan their presentations. Students
should use their Bibles, along with any study materials you provide. (Materials may
be available in the school library. Require students to use at least a certain number
of outside sources.)
Give the students time to become experts on their stories. You may need to
allow several class periods for this, as well as one day for presentations. (In order
to accomplish this, students may need to complete part of their work at home.)
On the day of the presentations, give each student or group time to share their
stories. Students should also hand in their “Notes” sheets at this time. You can
evaluate students as they share using the “Story of David Evaluation,” or you may
prefer to wait until students have filled it out. Students should fill it out after they
present, and then hand it in.
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Raising Sheep
Journeys with God interviewed Carson and Donna Lantis, who cared for 120 sheep
near Nappanee, Indiana. In this interview, the letters JWG stand for Journeys with God.
JWG:

We are studying about David
and shepherds. Tell me how
sheep are different from
other farm animals.

Donna:

Sheep have a strong herding
instinct. They want to be in a
group. If one gets out, the
others follow. If people come
to buy lambs as pets, we
always suggest that they buy
two, because they thrive better when they’re not alone.

JWG:

They actually grow better
and seem happier?

Donna:

They certainly do better if
they’re not alone.

JWG:

What else is special about
sheep?

Donna:

JWG:
Donna:

Each sheep has a distinct
personality. Raising sheep is
like working with individual
students at school. (Donna is
a teacher besides being a
sheep farmer.)
What about feeding and
caring for sheep?
Sheep are grazing animals.
They prefer being outside,
even in cold weather. When
the sun shines, they are out.
If it’s nasty, they go inside
their shed, but the cold doesn’t
bother them. But when the
ewes are lambing, they
should be kept inside.

JWG:

Donna:

JWG:

Do sheep require more care
than other animals when having their young?
No, probably not. We do have to
make sure that each lamb is
getting milk. The ewes have a
waxy plug that sometimes doesn’t
come out when the lamb begins
sucking.
Do sheep get sick?

Donna:

Some do more than others, and
we know to watch those. Big
changes in the weather, such as
warm days and cold nights make
the sheep more susceptible to
illness.

JWG:

Do your sheep know you, or
does that only happen when
sheep are grazing under a shepherd’s care?

Donna:

Oh, yes, they do. When my husband and I are in the barn,
they’re very calm. But a stranger
makes them skittish. They
know who takes care of them.
Like your pets, they trust you.

JWG:
Donna:

JWG:

And do they know your voices?
I’m the one who feeds them. If
the sheep get out, they come
better for me than for anyone
else. If we’re gone and the sheep
break out, the neighbors have a
hard time bringing them back.
Thank you for talking to us.
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Who Will Be King?
Scene 1
The Lord Sends Samuel to Bethlehem
Narrator:

Samuel:
Voice of
the Lord:
Samuel:
Voice of
the Lord:

Samuel:

Voice of
the Lord:

Samuel:
Voice of
the Lord:

This is Samuel, a judge of
Israel. As you can see, he is
QUITE depressed. The Lord
has just rejected Saul as the
king of Israel, and Samuel is
feeling sorry for Saul. Let’s
listen in . . .
(Sighs loudly.)
Samuel! How long will you
mourn for Saul?

(Pointing) Who is coming to
see us?

Elder 2:

It looks like Samuel!

All other
elders:

I have rejected Saul as king
of Israel! Fill your horn with
oil. Go to Bethlehem. I have
chosen one of Jesse’s sons
to be king.
(Standing, eyes widened) If I
go, Saul will hear of it and
try to kill me!
Take a young calf with you.
Say to Jesse, “I have come to
offer a sacrifice to the Lord.”
Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice.
Then what do I do?

Elder 3:

Do you come in peace?
(Other elders nod hopefully.)

Samuel:

Yes, I come in peace. (All elders sigh with relief.) Make
yourselves holy, then join in
a sacrifice to the Lord.
(Samuel and elders walk off
together.)

Narrator:

Samuel also made Jesse and
his sons holy, so they could
come too.

Scene 3
The Anointing
(The sheep are standing at
the entrance to Jesse’s house.)
Sheep 1:

Does anybody know what’s
going on?

Sheep 2:

Yeah! I do! I heard Samuel’s
donkey talking with a goat over
there (points). He says Samuel
is going to anoint one of
Jesse’s sons as king of Israel!

Sheep 3:

(Very impressed) King of
Israel? It will be Eliab . . .
he’s the tallest, and definitely
the most handsome.

Sheep 4:

I think he’ll choose Abinadab.
He’s very strong, and he
looks kingly.

Then I will show you what to
do. Anoint the one I will
show you.

Samuel did as the Lord told
him. At Bethlehem he was
greeted by the town elders.
The elders were not accustomed to Samuel’s visits
unless he or the Lord was
displeased with them.

(Loudly, fearfully) Samuel!
Oh, no!
(Samuel arrives and walks up
to the trembling elders.)

(Sits up and listens.)

Scene 2
The Elders Meet Samuel
Narrator:

Elder 1:
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Sheep 2:

No, he’ll choose Shammah.
He’s the best.

Sheep 1:

I think you’re all wrong. He
has to pick David.

All sheep:

(Amazed) David?

Sheep 4:

Why David? He’s the
youngest, the smallest, and
he isn’t even here today!

Sheep 1:

Didn’t David save you (points
to Sheep 2) from a hungry
lion?
(Sheep 2 nods and looks
down.)

Sheep 1:

(Points to sheep 3 and 4)
Don’t you remember when
that huge bear ran off with
one of you in each paw?

Sheep 3:

Well, I guess I forgot.

Sheep 4:

Me too. David’s so courageous
and caring. He’s the best
shepherd we’ve ever had!

Sheep 1:

Sheep 3:

People, like sheep, need
someone to take care of them.
Someone with courage who
will gather them and hold
them close. David would
make a great king!
You’re right! That must be
the Lord’s plan. Oops! Here
they come now. Let’s listen.

Jesse:

Samuel:

(No one reacts except Samuel.)
Samuel, do not consider what
a person looks like. People
look at outside features; I
look at the heart!
(Samuel shrugs his shoulders.
Abinadab then passes in
front of Samuel. The sheep
again shake their heads.
Samuel looks up to heaven,
shrugs his shoulders.)

Jesse:

Not this one, either?

Samuel:

I’m afraid not, Jesse.
(One by one, the next five
sons pass before Samuel. The
sheep and Samuel shake
their heads—NO!)

Samuel:

The Lord has not chosen any
of these. Do you have other
sons?

Jesse:

Well, yes, my youngest, who
is out taking care of the sheep.
(He points offstage, and the
sheep start nodding their
heads empatically—YES.)

Samuel:

Send for him.

Jesse:

Eliab, go and find David and
bring him to us.

Eliab:

Yes, Father. (He leaves.)

Narrator:

When David arrived, Samuel
was pleased with him. (David
enters with Eliab and walks
up to Samuel.)

Jesse, I’m anxious to meet
your sons.

Voice of
the Lord:

I will gladly call them.
(He motions and Eliab passes
in front of Samuel. All eyes
are on Eliab.)

Samuel, anoint this son of
Jesse. HE is the one. (As all
watch, David kneels before
Samuel, who gently pours oil
onto his head.)

Sheep 1:

(as David is anointed) And he
will be King of Israel, who
will care for God’s people like
a shepherd watches over his
sheep.

(Sheep sit down quietly,
watching carefully. Samuel,
the elders, and Jesse enter.)
Samuel:

Voice of
the Lord:

(Talking to himself) Look how
handsome Eliab is. Surely
he is the anointed one!
(The sheep shake their heads
emphatically—NO!)

THE END
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Stories of David
1. The Building of the Temple
2 Samuel 7 and
1 Chronicles 22:2 through 1 Chronicles 29:25
Note: The specifics listed in several of the chapters do not need to be
included in your story—only the basic ideas.
2. Bringing the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem
1 Chronicles 15:25 through 1 Chronicles 16:43
3. David and Goliath
1 Samuel 17
4. David is nearly killed by Saul, and becomes friends
with Jonathan
1 Samuel 18-20
5. David spares Saul’s life
1 Samuel 24 and 1 Samuel 26
6. David sings praise to the Lord
2 Samuel 22
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Stories of David Evaluation
Name: __________________________________

STUDENT

COMPONENT

TEACHER

___/10

Teacher’s instructions were followed.

___/10

___/50

The story is accurate and appropriate, and includes
a beginning, middle, and end.

___/50

___/30

The presentation was interesting and held the
audience’s attention.

___/30

___/20

Story highlights the fact that David was an ordinary
man who was called by God, and was willing to
follow God’s leading.

___/20

___/20

Presentation is done in an organized fashion and
reflects understanding of the concept.

___/20

___/10

Time in class was spent wisely.

___/10

___/10

Activity is complete and handed in on time.

___/10

___/50

Notes sheet is thoughtfully completed and turned in.

___/50

___/200

TOTAL

___/200
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Name: _________________________________
Story: _________________________________

Notes
This sheet will help you locate the important parts of your story and plan your
story-telling presentation for the class.

SOURCES
Write down the title and author of any books or other resources you use to find
your information. Include what passages you use from your Bible.

STORY COMPONENTS
Use this table to record the story components as you learn them.

PLOT (action)

CHARACTERS

SETTING

OTHER INTERESTING DETAILS

Now you can plan your presentation. Below, brainstorm a way to share your story
that will bring it to life for your audience. Also, list the materials you will need.

Remember, you need teacher approval before beginning!

Teacher’s Initials:______
Unit 8 / Lesson 2: A Shepherd King

283

Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 3: KING SOLOMON BUILDS THE TEMPLE
Objective
Students will note the story of Solomon’s (King David’s son) succession to the
throne. They will list and share important details of the temple, its furnishings,
and dedication, and the Ark of the Covenant being brought to the temple.

Key Concepts
•
•
•
•

Solomon was charged by David to succeed him as King of Israel.
Solomon built a beautiful temple to replace the tabernacle of the wilderness.
Yahweh is Lord over all and cannot be contained in an earthly temple.
God is the promise-keeping God who provided for God’s people.

Texts: 1 Kings 2:1-4; 6; 7; 8:1-12; 8:22-30, 54-58, 62-64
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
Timelines
Meter or yard sticks
Masking tape, rocks, or stakes to use as markers
Paper and pencil for each student

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials.
• Read through the texts for the lesson to have an idea of temple measurements
ahead of time.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Introduce Solomon as the new king of Israel by reading 1 Kings 2:1-4. Have students
mark “Solomon appointed as king” on their timelines and note God’s work.

LESSON STEPS
1. Measure the temple. Ask students to assist in measuring and staking out the
size of Solomon's temple in the school yard, gym, or other large area (27 x 9 x
13.5 m. or 89 x 30 x 44 ft., with an inner room 9 m. or 30 ft. square). Students can
sit in the temple outline for the rest of today’s lesson.
2. Research the temple. Divide the class into four groups, assigning each group
one of these passages and topics:
—1
—1
—1
—1

Kings
Kings
Kings
Kings

6 (Description of the temple)
7 (Temple furnishings)
8:1-12 (Ark brought to temple)
8:22-30, 54-58, 62-64 (Dedication of temple)
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Have each group read their passage and make a list of important information
on their topic. (For example, in the 1 Kings 6 passage, the group might want to
mention the narrow windows in the temple, and the stairway leading to the middle
and then the third levels. They may want to mention that it was paneled in cedar,
and so on.) When finished, each group should decide who will share what information with the class. You may want to require that each student participate in
the sharing in some way.
3. Report on research. When groups are prepared, ask each one to share orally
with the rest of the class.

EXTEND THE LESSON
• Illustrate temple research. Have students illustrate each part of the temple as
the groups report their research.
• Make temple posters. Have each research group create a poster of their own
findings.
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Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 4: FEAST OF TABERNACLES
Objective
Students will participate in the Jewish tradition, Feast of Tabernacles, to remember
Israel’s time in the wilderness and celebrate the fulfillment of God’s promises to
Israel.

Key Concepts
• The Feast of Tabernacles, Sukkot, followed the dedication of the temple (1 Kings 8:65).
• Sukkot is sometimes called the “festival of ingathering,” and portrays anticipation
of the fulfillment of messianic prophecy—the final harvest, when God will gather
people from all nations.
• Scripture references of this festival are found in Exodus 23:16; Exodus 34:22;
Leviticus 23:33-44; and Deuteronomy 16:16.
• Sukkot is typically celebrated in September or October, when people build a
shelter outside, and eat their meals there rather than inside. People also celebrate
the fall harvest at this time.

Texts: 1 Kings 8:65; Exodus 23:16; Exodus 43:22; Leviticus 23:33-44;
Deuteronomy 16:16

Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student Bibles
“Preparing for the Feast of Tabernacles” (p. 288)
“Feast of Tabernacles” (p. 289)
“O come, loud anthems let us sing” (HWB #68)
“Challah Bread Recipe” (p. 290)
Grape juice and plastic glasses (1 per student)
White sheet
Baskets for bread, napkins
Construction paper (esp. green and brown), scissors, tape, markers

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials.
• Prepare Challah bread ahead of time, using the recipe provided. OR, you may
want to purchase loaves. Many grocery stores sell Challah bread.
• Make an overhead transparency of “Preparing for the Feast of Tabernacles,” plus
five paper copies of “Feast of Tabernacles.”

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
A great celebration. Explain that in the seventh month of the twelfth year of
Solomon’s reign, Israel not only dedicated the temple, but the people also celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles. Read Leviticus 23:33-44 to find the origin of the
celebration. Then read 1 Kings 8:62-65 to discover how it was celebrated along
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with the dedication of the temple. This festival is still recognized today, and is usually held outside in September. Tell the students that today you will have your
own similar celebration inside.

LESSON STEPS
1. Prepare for the Feast of Tabernacles. Divide the class into three groups. Put
up the “Preparing for the Feast of Tabernacles” overhead, telling each group what
to do. Instructions are also written below.
—Group #1: Decorate one corner of the room (where our festival will take
place). We will pretend to be in an outdoor shelter with the sky peeking through
leafy branches overhead. Use the construction paper to create branches, trees,
fruits, and fall harvest items.
—Group #2 (5 people): Each person in your group will need a “Feast of
Tabernacles” sheet. Appoint each one to a part (Leader, Student 1, Student 2,
Bible Reader, and Song Leader). Practice your parts.
—Group #3: Prepare the area for our feast. Spread the white sheet on the floor
in the corner where we will be celebrating. Pour grape juice into glasses, and
lay out the loaves of Challah bread in baskets.
2. Celebrate the feast. When everything is ready, invite students to the shelter
and kneel on the floor around the white sheet. Group #2 should lead the feast
using their “Feast of Tabernacles” sheets.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will extend the lesson to longer than 40 minutes.)
• Share the feast at home. Have students take home the recipe for Challah
bread and a copy of the “Feast of Tabernacles” sheet, so they can celebrate the
feast with their family.
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Preparing for the
Feast of Tabernacles

Group #1
Decorate one corner of the room (where our festival will
take place). We will pretend to be in an outdoor shelter
with the sky peeking through leafy branches overhead.
Use the construction paper to create branches, trees,
fruits, and fall harvest items.
Group #2 (5 people)
Each person in your group will need a “Feast of
Tabernacles” sheet. Appoint each one to a part (Leader,
Student 1, Student 2, Bible Reader, and Song Leader).
Practice your parts.

Group #3
Prepare the area for our feast. Spread the white sheet
on the floor in the corner where we will be celebrating.
Pour grape juice into glasses, and lay out the loaves of
Challah bread in baskets.
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Feast of Tabernacles
Leader: The Feast of Tabernacles takes place in the seventh
month (September or October for us). The instructions for this
feast are given in Leviticus 23:33-44. The Feast of Tabernacles
remembers Israel’s time in the wilderness. It also celebrates
the fall harvest and is sometimes called the “feast of ingathering”
(Exodus 23:16).
Sukkot is one of the three pilgrim festivals that brought Jews
to the temple in Jerusalem. Jewish people still celebrate this
festival with the making of a booth (sukkah). The celebration
symbolizes God’s harvest. In the final harvest, God will gather
people from all nations under his Sukkah Shalom (God’s allembracing shelter of peace). We will eat Challah bread. The
Jewish word Challah means “eat your bread with joy.”
Song leader: Lead “O come, loud anthems let us sing.”
Bible reader: Read Leviticus 23:39-43.
Lift the glasses of grape juice.
All: Let us praise God for this symbol of joy and the blessings
of the harvest. Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Ruler of the
Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.
Return glasses to the table.
Leader holds the bread.
All: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,
who brings forth bread from the earth.
Leader: Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Ruler of the Universe,
who has made us holy by your word and commanded us to dwell
in the sukkah. We thank you for your presence with us as we
recognize our need for your provision and thank you for your care.
Eat the bread and drink the juice.
Student 1: Why do we celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles each
year?
Student 2: We celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles to honor the
Lord who brought our faith ancestors out of Egypt, protected
them in the desert, and brought them safely to the Promised
Land. The shelter reminds us of the simple shelters that were
their homes for 40 years in the wilderness.
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Challah Bread Recipe
The Jewish word Challah
means “eat your bread with
joy.”

Challah
Use any good recipe for yeast bread with the following alterations:
1) After the second rising, divide the dough in half. Divide
each half into three equal parts.
2) Keep your hands lightly floured. Roll the parts into three
strips of equal length and braid the strips together. Press the
ends together, folding underneath slightly. Place the two
loaves on a greased cookie sheet for the final rising.
3) When doubled in bulk, brush the loaves with beaten egg yolk.
4) Bake according to your recipe’s instructions.
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Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 5: SOLOMON, THE RICHEST KING
Objective
Students will learn the negative aspects of Solomon’s reign, called the Golden Age
of Israel. Through story and response, students will be invited to examine the
destructive nature of Solomon’s wealth and power.

Key Concepts
• Solomon appeared brilliantly successful on the surface, yet his policies were
detrimental to the well being of his subjects and future generations.
• Material possessions and brilliant success are tempting, but they are not always
what God intends for us. Success and possessions can keep us from following
God’s leading.
• Solomon’s lack of attention to God’s guidelines for a leader led to a divided
kingdom after his death.

Text: Deuteronomy 17:14-19
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
• Student Bibles
• “Solomon, Israel’s Richest King” story (pp. 293-295)
• For Extend the Lesson: “Solomon on his Throne” worksheet (p. 296)

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials.
• Make copies of “Solomon, Israel’s Richest King,” one per student.
• If using Extend the Lesson, make copies of “Solomon on his Throne,” one per
student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Reread Deuteronomy 17:14-19 to review the kind of king God desires. Explain
that although Solomon was quite successful as a leader of his people, he frequently
failed to live as one among many others of God’s people. His policies hurt the people
instead of helping them.

LESSON STEPS
1. “Solomon, Israel’s Richest King.” Distribute copies of the story and divide
the class into pairs to read together. When students are finished reading, discuss
ways that Solomon strayed from following the key guidelines for kingship in the
Deuteronomy passage.
2. How are we tempted? First in partners and then as a whole group, discuss
ways we feel tempted by things that look “brilliant on the surface,” but can lead
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us away from God. Such things could include, but are not limited to: money; fame;
popularity; possessions—clothes, cars, collectibles; royal status; etc. These things
are not inherently bad, but if we abuse them or let them take over our lives, they
will eventually lead us from God. The power we give to these things competes with
God’s power and presence. It is hard to be aware of God’s work in us when we are
focused on outward or worldly things.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(This activity will extend the lesson to longer than 40 minutes.)
• “Solomon on his Throne.” Distribute this worksheet and have students work
to complete it.
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Solomon, Israel’s Richest King
hopkeepers in the streets of Jerusalem
passed the exciting news from door to
door. “The Queen of Sheba is on her way
to visit our King Solomon!” Housewives
talked together as they ground flour and
baked bread in their outdoor ovens. “Is
she really as beautiful as everyone says?”
Everywhere people were talking. “Why is
she coming?” “Perhaps she has heard of
our king’s great wisdom and wants to ask
him questions.”
Stonecutters and carpenters wondered
what the queen would think of the grand
new buildings they had helped to build.
Children playing in Jerusalem’s streets
played that they were the royal caravan
bringing the famous queen to see
Solomon, David’s son.
Swiftly the news was carried to every
corner of the beautiful, busy city. Who
would have thought the day would come
when kings and queens would come from
other lands to see Israel’s king?
It was not many years ago that the
great King David died, but if he could see
Jerusalem he would scarcely recognize it.
Everywhere there were new and beautiful
buildings, magnificent palaces, rich decorations of silver, and ivory, and gold.
From far away, the ships of Solomon
brought back gold and rich spices, apes
and peacocks, ivory and precious stone.
Rich visitors to the king brought gifts
of fine cloth, myrrh, and gold, horses, and
mules. It was a time of peace and plenty.
The temple that David had dreamed of
was finished. It was made of polished
white stone that shone like the rays of the
sun. The walls and ceiling were lined with
cedar. Gold was used to cover the Cyprus
floors and the walls of the dark and holy
room where the Ark of the Covenant
stood.
The beautiful temple was meant to be
a sign that the people trusted in God.
Here priests brought sacrifices to God
each day, and temple choirs sang songs of
praise. People came from all parts of the
kingdom of Israel to worship God. The

s

temple had become the most beautiful
place in all Israel.
The fame of Solomon, the rich and
wise king, spread to many lands. Visitors
came from far away to the city of
Jerusalem to see its beauty and to hear
the wisdom of the king. And now the
famous queen was coming too. The Queen
of Sheba.
The day of the great queen’s arrival
was a day Israel long remembered. Other
caravans had come through the city before,
but no caravan had been like this one.
Court musicians announced the queen’s
entrance into the city. With her came a long
procession. There were camels bearing
spices and carved chests filled with gold
and precious stones. There were soldiers
and officials, ladies in waiting and musicians, and dancers. And the queen herself,
beautiful to see, was carried through the
streets in great honor.
The Queen of Sheba was amazed by
all she saw in Israel’s famous city.
Stonecutters were shaping great blocks for
new buildings, foremen shouted directions
to workers pulling ropes to set up the great
pillars. Carpenters were sawing costly
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lumber from the faraway forests of
Lebanon. Careful woodcutters were carving beautiful designs in the fine wood.
In the royal palace, King Solomon
himself waited to greet the queen and
welcome her with all the splendor of his
kingdom. His great throne was made of
ivory and decorated with gold. The back
of the throne was carved like the head of
a calf, and a carved lion stood on each
side of the arms of the chair. Twelve
carved lions, one on each end of six
steps, guarded the way to the throne.
In the long dining hall, built with
beams of cedar, the queen was guest of
honor at great banquets. She marveled at
the fine food, the sweet fruits, the many
dishes of meat and vegetables. She drank
rare wine from gold goblets. The great
queen enjoyed all the many wonders of
Solomon’s rich and splendid kingdom.

The Wisdom of Solomon
The queen had heard how wise
Solomon was. She brought many hard
questions to test the king, and Solomon
could answer every one of them. So the
queen said, “In my own land, I heard of
your riches and your wisdom. But I did
not believe the stories until I came and
saw for myself. Now I know that you are
even wiser than the people say you are.”
“When I first became king after the
death of my father, David,” Solomon told
her, “I had a dream. In my dream, God
told me to ask him for whatever I wanted
him to give me. I asked for wisdom to
understand and rule my people well and
to know what is right. And God gave me
a wise and understanding mind. God
also gave me what I did not ask for—
riches and honor. All that you see, and
all that I have, and all that Israel has
become, is God’s gift.”
The queen asked many questions
about the God King Solomon served. She
learned how God had brought the
Hebrew people into the promised land.
Before she left, she said to King Solomon,
“Blessed be the Lord your God, who has
favored you and set you on the throne of

Israel. Because the Lord loved Israel forever, he has made you king that you may
do what is right and rule with justice.”
Then she gave the king a large treasure
of gold and more spices and precious
stones than anyone had ever brought to
Israel before. And Solomon was known
far and wide for his wisdom, and his
riches, and his desire to serve the Lord.

Trouble Ahead for Israel
To the visiting queen, everything in
Israel seemed right and good. But there
was much that was wrong in Solomon’s
kingdom. There were wrongs that would
bring sorrow and trouble to the land.
Solomon’s new buildings were handsome, but much gold and labor was
needed to build them. Gold was needed to
send ships to bring back precious metals
and jewels from far away lands. Soldiers
and laborers were needed for the big
army and for building new cities. And the
people had to pay for all of this. Every
year the king demanded more taxes.
People grumbled, “When will it all stop?
Did our parents fight for this land just so
that we could work and pay to dress and
feed our splendid king?”
Some of the people would answer, “It
is all part of God’s plan to have a king. We
must have a city fit for a king.” But many
thought the city was already fine enough.
“Our king wants too much,” they said.
Solomon had prayed to know what
was right and to rule his people fairly.
But was it right to make his people pay
high taxes to build his palaces and
cities? Was it fair to make them work in
labor gangs so that Jerusalem would be
famous as a rich and splendid city? Was
it right to force people to work as slaves
on his big and expensive projects? Was
this what God wanted?
More and more people did not think
so. Something else was not right about
the way King Solomon was leading God’s
people. As time went by, King Solomon
made friendly agreements with many
countries. Each time, he married a
princess from that land. Each princess
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brought along her own gods. And the
princesses were allowed to build altars
in Jerusalem to worship their gods.
Soon Solomon was worshipping these
false gods himself. Solomon had forgotten that the king must be God’s servant.
He had forgotten the promise that God
had made long ago to Abraham: “I will
make you a great nation and your
descendents will bring my blessing to all
the world.” The king over God’s people
was leading them away from God.

The End of a Kingdom
In the years of King Solomon, the
kingdom was at peace. And when the
king died, the crown of David was placed
on the head of Rehoboam, the son of
Solomon. Now at last, the people hoped,
life would be easier. They hoped that
the young king would not order them to
serve in his work gangs or to give money
for rich palaces as Solomon had done.

But Rehoboam made things harder than
ever for God’s people.
“My father made you pay high taxes,”
he said. “But I will make them higher.
My father made you work hard, but I
will make you work harder.” Rehoboam
wanted to have a splendid kingdom.
When the people of the north heard this,
they were angry. For years they had
given from their harvest to King
Solomon. They had worked to build the
king’s buildings. Each year they had to
pay greater taxes. They were tired of giving so much for a city so far away. So
the people of the north chose their own
king, and made their own kingdom.
Now instead of one kingdom, there
were two. The large kingdom in the
north was called “Israel.” The small one
in the south was called “Judah.” The
great kingdom that Solomon and David
had worked so hard to make into one
nation was split in two.

“Solomon, Israel’s Richest King.” Reprinted from The Book of the Promises of God. Lutheran Church Press,
1965. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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Solomon on his Throne
If you could tell Solomon one thing that is more important
for a king than wealth or military strength, what would you
say? Draw a picture of yourself and make a conversation bubble
with your words of wisdom in it.

Unit 8 / Lesson 5: Solomon, the Richest King

296

Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 6: ELIJAH, PROPHET OF THE LORD
Objective
Students will learn that God is near when we are afraid or alone and will reflect
on God’s presence in silence.

Key Concepts
• Many kings reigned following Solomon’s rule as king of Israel. Each one did evil
in the eyes of the Lord, and led the people away from God.
• The majority of the people in both the southern and northern regions served
several gods, including Yahweh. Their choice of gods usually depended upon
personal gain.
• King Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, had made Baal worship the official religion and persecuted prophets of the Lord.
• LORD, in all capital letters, translates to the Hebrew YHWH, which was the
personal name God revealed to Moses at the burning bush.
• God nurtures us with gentleness and compassion, especially when we feel
hopeless and despondent.

Text: 1 Kings 19:1-21
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
• Student Bibles
• Travel logs
• “Elijah and the Gentle Whisper” (p. 299)

Teacher Preparation
• Read over the story from 1 Kings 19:1-21.
• Make copies of “Elijah and the Gentle Whisper,” one per student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Set the background for today’s story by explaining that many kings ruled over
Israel following Solomon, each one more corrupt than the one before him. At the
time of this story, Ahab was king. Share the “Key Concepts” (above) concerning
the religions of the time and the circumstances of Ahab’s rule.
Ask students if they know the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel, when he had a
contest with the prophets of Baal. Most students should remember the story from
third grade. If they don’t remember the story, give a quick summary from 1 Kings
18:16-45. Explain that Elijah had great courage in this situation. Baal was the
god of rain, so for Elijah to challenge Baal, the declared “only god” of the time,
was a brave and bold move.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Read about Elijah. Explain that after the contest with the prophets of Baal
was over, Jezebel, the wife of King Ahab, was furious. She vowed to kill Elijah.
Elijah was very afraid, but God was with him.
To find out what happened to Elijah, divide students into pairs to read the
story from the Bible together. They will need to turn to 1 Kings 19:1-21.
2. “Elijah and the Gentle Whisper.” As students finish reading, have them work
silently on this worksheet. When all have finished, discuss the answers together
and fill in ones that may have been difficult.
3. Write in travel logs. Have students use the voice of Elijah on the following
prompt: How did the event at Mount Horeb change you?

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 40 minutes.)
• Act out the story using sounds for the earthquake, wind, and fire, and then
using only silence.
• Illustrate the story using a frame-by-frame format, similar to what is used in
comic strips. Students could work individually or in groups.
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Elijah and the Gentle Whisper
Use your Bible and look up 1 Kings 19:1-21 to answer the following questions.

1. How did Elijah feel when Jezebel told him he would be dead by tomorrow?

2. Where did Elijah spend the night?

3. What did the Lord tell Elijah to do?

4. Name the powerful forces of nature Elijah experienced. Was God in the
powerful forces?

5. In what way did God’s presence finally come?

6. How do you think Elijah felt in the silence?

7. How many faithful people were still in the land
of Israel?

8. How did God give support to Elijah so he
wouldn’t feel so alone?
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Elijah and the Gentle Whisper—Answer Key
1. How did Elijah feel when Jezebel told him he would be dead by tomorrow?
Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.
2. Where did Elijah spend the night?
On Mount Horeb, in a cave
3. What did the Lord tell Elijah to do?
“Go out and stand by the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord
is about to pass by.”
4. Name the powerful forces of nature Elijah experienced. Was God in the
powerful forces?
—A great and powerful wind
—An earthquake
—A fire
—No, God was not in the powerful forces
5. In what way did God’s presence finally come?
In a gentle whisper
6. How do you think Elijah felt in the silence?
Answers will vary, but might include that he was still fearful, because he
pulled his cloak over his face. Perhaps he felt great joy at being alive, knowing
that God was with him and that God wanted to talk to him. This may have
given him the courage to come and stand at the mouth of the cave.
7. How many faithful people were still in the land of Israel?
7,000
8. How did God give support to Elijah so he wouldn’t feel so alone?
He appointed Elisha to follow Elijah and become his attendant.
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Name: ___________________________

Unit 8—Review #1
1. Why did Israel request a king?

2. What kind of king did God say that Israel should have?

3. How did Samuel feel when the people requested a king? Who did he eventually
anoint to be king?

4. Describe the rule of this new king. What did he do well? How did he act foolishly?

5. Because of this king’s foolishness, God sent Samuel to Jesse’s house to anoint
a new king. Describe what happened there.
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6. God chose David, a shepherd, to become the new king. What does that teach
us about the kind of rulers and leaders God desires for us?

7. Psalm 23 is our first memory passage for this unit. Either write it out below, or
recite it for the teacher.
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Unit 8, Review #1—Answer Key
1. Why did Israel request a king?
Some people were turning away from God, resulting in chaos; they were living in
fear of the Philistines, and their army was somewhat disorganized; the other
nations had kings; they didn’t feel that Samuel’s sons kept his ways and they
didn’t necessarily like their leadership.
2. What kind of king did God say that Israel should have?
See Deuteronomy 17:14-20. God knew that a covenant-keeping king who
remembered that he was one among God’s people was best for them.
3. How did Samuel feel when the people requested a king? Who did he eventually
anoint to be king?
He was saddened by their request and did not want to fulfill it, but he prayed to
God, and God told him to grant their desire. He was directed by God to call and
anoint Saul as king.
4. Describe the rule of this new king. What did he do well? How did he act foolishly?
See 1 Samuel 15. Saul fought bravely against the Philistines, but he did not
continue to obey God. He began to make his own decisions.
5. Because of this king’s foolishness, God sent Samuel to Jesse’s house to anoint
a new king. Describe what happened there.
God told Samuel that each of the seven older sons of Jesse was not the one.
When David, the youngest, returned from tending sheep, God told Samuel to
anoint him.
6. God chose David, a shepherd, to become the new king. What does that teach
us about the kind of rulers and leaders God desires for us?
God often chooses lowly, ordinary, humble people as leaders. He desires leaders
that have a simple desire to serve God every day of their lives and follow God’s
leading.
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Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 7: THE FALL OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH, PART 1
Note: It is imperative that the lessons on the fall of Judah be covered so that students
will be ready for 6th grade, when they study about the Israelites already in captivity
in Babylon. If you do not have time to do the research groups, make sure you give
students the information and have them take notes, so they will be familiar with
this part of the Israelites’ story.

Objective
Students will research and share reports to gain a comprehensive view of a 300-year
period. Studies will include the message of the prophets, the actions of Judah’s
good kings, and an overview of the conquering empires that ended the kingdoms
of Israel and Judah.

Key Concepts
• Prophets warned that God would send other nations to conquer God’s people if
they did not keep the covenant.
• The prophets spoke against idolatry and injustice.
• God spoke of God’s love and offered hope for the future through their prophetic
words.
• Hezekiah and Josiah led reform movements to return God’s people to the
covenant.
• Only the poor of Israel and Judah remained in the land God had given. Israel
was conquered by Assyria in 722 B.C. Judah was conquered by Babylonia in
586 B.C.
• The captivity of Judah in Babylon is known as the Exile, which lasted 70 years.

Text: Amos; 2 Kings 17, 18, 21–25; Isaiah 36:37; Hosea; Jeremiah
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
• “Chaos” and “Order” murals
• Research notes sheets for Amos, Hosea, Jeremiah, Hezekiah, Josiah, The
Assyrians, and Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians (pp. 313-326)
• “Information on Four Prophets” (p. 327)
• Multiple copies of the following research sources:
NIV Study Bibles
God’s Justice by Eve MacMaster
International Children’s Bible Handbook edited by L. Richards
The Children’s Illustrated Bible by Selina Hastings
Any other resources you find helpful

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials and resources for research.
• Make several copies of each of the research notes sheets. You will need to have a
note sheet for each student in each research group.
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• Make three copies of the “Information on Four Prophets,” for groups researching
Amos, Hosea, and Jeremiah

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Have students make predictions about the era you are about to study, based on
what they already know about the situation in Israel at the time of Elijah, and
what we know about Jesus and his message. What events probably transpired
between the time of King Ahab and Jesus’ lifetime?
Explain that the class will be doing research projects to determine what happened
during this 300-year-plus time period. The people of Israel wanted to believe that
security lay in institutions and rituals surrounding worship. They were sure God
would never allow harm to come to the temple. God, however, showed that God is
not bound by physical walls. God is more concerned with justice and faithfulness
than preserving a piece of real estate.
Despite their gloomy messages of judgment, the prophets told of God’s steadfast
love and offered hope for the distant future. In the students’ research, they will
learn from these prophets that God is a God of love who seeks out God’s people
and responds to our actions with grace and a steadfast presence.

LESSON STEPS
1. Order and chaos. Begin this study by asking students to look once again at
the “Order” and “Chaos” murals created in the first unit. Reflect on the time period
you are now studying. Which of the two murals better displays what God’s people
were experiencing? What was God’s desire for them?
2. Form research groups. Explain that students will work in groups to uncover
some of the events that took place at this time. They will research their topic
together. Then each person individually will do two things: write a summary
report, and create a way to present their findings to the rest of the class.
Divide students into seven groups. (You may want to allow students to choose,
but be sure there are at least two students per group. Some students prefer to do
research alone. If plenty of research resources are available, you might allow students
to research as individuals rather than in a group, if everyone in the group agrees.)
Research groups are:
—Amos
—Hosea
—Jeremiah
—Hezekiah
—Josiah
—The Assyrians
—Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians
3. Distribute the appropriate research notes sheets to the groups. Be sure that
each person in the group has a copy. Discuss how to use the sheets and the four
steps in detail. Then introduce the resources students should use in their research.
Take time to show them the index and other tools for finding information. Review
the skill of scanning the text and encourage students to do this as they use the
sources. (The sources listed in the Materials section are adequate. If you wish to
allow students to use the Internet, you should provide a list of sites to visit.)
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4. Begin the research. Give students time to begin working together on their
research. You will need to be available to help researchers as they look for information. Take note of Bible reference skills that you may need to review with students.
You may need to continue research during class time for the next three to four
days.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(None)

Possible Answers to Research Notes Questions:
AMOS
Who was Amos? Who was king of the northern kingdom of Israel during Amos’ time?
Amos was a prophet of God sent to warn the rich cities of Israel about their
injustice to others. He lived during the reign of Jeroboam II.
Where did Amos come from?
Amos came from Tekoa, near Bethlehem in the southern kingdom of Judah.
Where did God send Amos?
To the Northern Kingdom of Israel.
What was wrong in Israel?
The wealthy Israelites were obtaining luxuries at the expense of the poor. The
rich were cruel to the poor and treated them unfairly.
What was happening in the marketplace? (Amos 2:6)
The poor people could not pay the rich with money and had to resort to pledging
the clothes on their backs and their sandals as pay.
What were the rich people of Israel most interested in? How did the rich treat the poor?
They were most interested in making money off the poor and cheating the poor
for their own gain.
How did the people worship?
They went to shrines to worship. They even used the clothes taken from the poor
as bedding when they went to worship (Amos 2:8).
What did God want Israel to do?
God wanted Israel to turn from its wicked ways and to treat all people fairly
and justly.
What would happen if Israel did not stop sinning? (Amos 9)
Israel would be destroyed.
After all the bad, what would happen that was good? (Amos 9:11-15)
Those who would call on God’s name would once again be restored.
Other interesting information:
Perhaps because he was a farmer, Amos used a plain writing style. He was the
first prophet whose words were written down.
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ASSYRIA
When did Assyria attack Israel?
Assyria attacked Israel and its capital city, Samaria, when Hoshea was king.
What was the name of the Assyrians’ capital city?
Ninevah
How did they wage war?
The Assyrians were well equipped with chariots, bowman, spearmen, and siege
towers.
Name the king that captured the northern kingdom of Israel.
King Shalmaneser
Name the king that invaded Judah and tried to capture Jerusalem.
King Sennacherib
What did the Assyrians do to Israel?
They removed many Israelites from Israel and sent many Assyrians to live in
Israel’s capital city, Samaria. These people mixed together and after became known
as Samaritans.
What eventually happened to the Assyrian empire?
In 612 B.C.E., the Babylonians captured Ninevah and conquered the Assyrian
empire.
Describe the Assyrian religion.
The Assyrians worshiped a god named Ashur, whose main temple was at
Assur. Other gods they worshipped were: Ishtar, goddess of war and love; Nabu,
god of wisdom; and Ninurta, god of hunting.
Other interesting information:
The Assyrians who attacked the northern kingdom of Israel also attacked the
southern kingdom of Judah. However, King Hezekiah in Jerusalem asked all the
people to pray. God promised that the Assyrian king would not enter Jerusalem.
God kept the promise (2 Kings 19:32).

HEZEKIAH
What kind of king was Hezekiah?
Hezekiah was not only a wise ruler, but a good man who obeyed God’s laws.
He destroyed the pagan altars and insisted that his people keep the Ten
Commandments.
What was Hezekiah’s tunnel? Why was it built?
Hezekiah ordered that a tunnel be dug through rock beneath Jerusalem, so that
the city’s water supply would not be cut off by a siege by the invading Assyrians.
What does the tunnel look like today?
Water still flows through Hezekiah’s tunnel today.
In hopes of keeping Assyria out of Judah, what did Hezekiah do?
He promised to pay the Assyrian king any price the king named. Hezekiah had
to pay huge sums of silver and gold. In order to find the precious metals, he had to
strip the gold from the doors of the temple.
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Hezekiah lived in a dangerous time. Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, marched
right up to the walls of Jerusalem. Below, describe his threats, Isaiah’s prophesy,
and Hezekiah’s response (2 Kings 18 and 19).
Sennacherib told the Israelites not to rely on God to deliver them from Assyria.
He said no one had ever been delivered from Assyria and Assyria would destroy
Jerusalem too. Isaiah, who was the prophet during this time, said they should not
be afraid. God would make the king of Assyria return to his own land. Hezekiah
went up to the temple and prayed before the Lord.
Other interesting information:
Hezekiah was a brave warrior. He had won many victories against his enemies,
but not even he could withstand the might of King Sennacherib of Assyria. Only
God could do that.
Hezekiah’s mother’s name was Abi.

HOSEA
Who was Hosea? When did he live?
Hosea was a prophet who lived about 700 B.C.E. He was married to a woman
who was not faithful to him. She had done wrong, but he still loved her, just as God
still loved Israel and wanted them back.
To whom was Hosea called to prophesy?
Hosea spoke to Israel, the northern part of God’s divided kingdom.
What was wrong in Israel?
The people were unfaithful to God. They were committing idolatry and worshipping idols.
The names for Hosea and Gomer’s children each meant something that was a sign
to Israel. List and describe them below.
The son’s name was Jezreel, meaning God would break the vow of Israel in the
valley of Jezreel. However, the name also means to sow. God also gave hope of
planting new life.
The daughter’s name was Lo-Ruhamah, meaning God would no longer have pity
on Israel.
The second son’s name was Lo-Ammi, meaning God said Israel was no longer
his people.
What would happen if Israel did not repent?
They would be punished, Israel would be crushed, and God would not rescue them.
How did the people worship?
They worshipped golden calves—idols—instead of worshipping God.
What did God want Israel to do?
God wanted Israel to stop what they were doing and to come back to God and
worship only God.
Other interesting information:
In his book, Hosea used his unfortunate situation to show how Israel was like
his wife.
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JEREMIAH
Who was Jeremiah?
Jeremiah was a prophet who lived through the reigns of five kings of Judah.
How did Jeremiah feel about being a prophet?
He was a reluctant prophet. He didn’t really like the job he was given as prophet.
Jeremiah spoke for God in the temple courtyard. What was God unhappy with?
The people of Judah had forgotten God and had turned away from God.
What was the story of Jeremiah’s scroll? (Jeremiah 36:1-32)
The Lord told Jeremiah to write his words on a scroll. Jeremiah dictated the
words to Baruch. Baruch then read the scroll in the temple. The scroll was taken to
the king and Jeremiah and Baruch were told to go and hide. When the king heard
the scroll read he burned it in the fire. The Lord then told Jeremiah to take another
scroll and begin again.
What were some of the messages that Jeremiah acted out?
He used a pot and threw it on the ground to show how God would destroy the
people of Judah if they didn’t turn back to God. (Jeremiah 19)
After some people of Judah were taken to Babylon, Jeremiah used ripe figs and
rotten figs to show those who would repent and those who would not. (Jeremiah 24)
To show that the people of Judah should submit to Babylon he wore a yoke.
This evoked the idea of serving Babylon. (Jeremiah 27)
Students may think of other examples.
One of the most important parts in Jeremiah is when he spoke words of hope in
spite of becoming exiled in Babylon. What were his words of hope?
God says, “I will restore my people. I will bring them back to the land I gave
their ancestors” (Jeremiah 30).
Other interesting information:
Jeremiah lived through the final days of the destruction of Jerusalem. He himself
was carried off to exile in Egypt.

JOSIAH
What kind of king was Josiah?
Josiah was a good king. He repaired the temple of the Lord. While doing so, the
book of God’s law was found. He destroyed many idols and helped the people obey
God.
How old was Josiah when he became king?
He was 8 years old.
Many Bible scholars believe the scroll was the book of Deuteronomy. What does
Deuteronomy teach? (Children’s Bible Handbook, page 57)
It teaches that God will bless the Israelites if they obey God’s law, but will banish
them from their land if they worship idols. Sacrifices must be given at one central
temple.
After hearing God’s word, Josiah wanted to inquire of the Lord concerning the
words of the book. Who did he consult and what was her answer?
He consulted a prophet named Huldah. She confirmed that disaster would come
to Judah because of their wicked ways, but not during Josiah’s reign.
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What special things did Josiah do that pleased God?
—He repaired the temple (2 Kings 22:5, 6)
—He read the book of the law to all the people (2 Kings 23:1-3)
—He burned the vessels made for Baal (2 Kings 23:4)
—He deposed the Baal priests (23:5)
—He had the people of Judah keep the Passover (23:21-22)
Other interesting information:
Josiah’s mother’s name was Jedidah.
He was one of Judah’s most godly kings.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND THE BABYLONIANS
Describe the city of Babylon.
The city of Babylon covered more than 3,000 acres. It was surrounded by walls
wide enough for chariot races. The city was surrounded for miles by fields, irrigation canals, homes, and businesses.
What were the Hanging Gardens?
King Nebuchadnezzar built a famous structure called the Hanging Gardens. It
was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. The gardens were planted on
different levels of a great artificial hill. Water was pumped up the hill to keep the
trees and plants green.
Where did the Israelites live after being taken to Babylon?
The Israelites were settled by the Kebar River. It was a canal about 60 miles
from Nebuchadnezzar’s capital city.
Which river flowed through the middle of Babylon?
The Euphrates River
What were the Babylonians sometimes called?
The Chaldeans
What did the Babylonians do to Judah?
In 586 B.C., the people of Judah were taken captive by Babylon. Many of the
people of Judah were killed. Others died on the way to captivity. All the temple
treasures were taken and all of Jerusalem was burned. Only the poorest people
were left.
What was the size of the Babylonian empire?
The empire was so large that it dominated the ancient Middle East.
Find examples of Nebuchadnezzar’s building projects.
Nebuchadnezzar built temples to various gods. He had a beautiful royal palace.
He built an underground passage and a stone bridge that connected the two parts
of the city that were separated by the river. He constructed a triple line of walls
around the city.
Students may find other examples.
What was the Ishtar Gate?
The Ishtar Gate was the entrance to the processional street that led to King
Nebuchadnezzar’s palace. It was covered with blue tiles and decorated with colorful
animal figures. (Pictures on pages 105 and 109 of International Children’s Bible
Handbook.)
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Describe King Nebuchadnezzar.
Nebuchadnezzar was a proud person. He bragged about himself and the structures he built. In Daniel 3, we learn that he had workers build a huge statue of himself that he required people to worship.
How did he treat the people?
Nebuchadnezzar was known for the brutal way in which Jerusalem was
destroyed; his punishment of King Zedekiah, king of Judah; and his harsh punishment to anyone who would not bow down to the statue of himself.
What happened to Daniel and his friends?
Daniel and his friends were taken to Babylon as captive in 605 B.C. They were
trained to work as wise men for King Nebuchadnezzar.
Other interesting information:
People from Judah were taken in three different groups to Babylon. The first
group was made up of leaders and nobles. Daniel and his three friends were taken
in this group. Members of this group probably lived in the capital city itself.
The final group was taken in 586 B.C. These Jews settled in their own district
called Telabib. The captives worked on the king's buildings or entered business as
merchants.
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Name: _______________________

amos
1) goal: Who was Amos? How did he contribute to the situation in Israel?
Suggested Sources:
NIV Study Bible—Amos 1:1, Amos 2:4, Amos 3:14-15, Amos 5:14-15,
Amos 9:8-15, and Amos 24; Hosea 2:10-11 and Hosea 3:1-2
International Children’s Bible Handbook—pages 93-94
God’s Justice—Chapters 1-2
Other sources

Notes:
Who was Amos? Who was king of the northern kingdom of Israel during Amos’ time?

Where did Amos come from?

What was wrong in Israel? (To answer this question, you will need to know that Israel
was the Northern Kingdom, with Samaria as its capital. Also, the first king of Israel in
the divided kingdom was Jeroboam. He had set up a worship place at Bethel.)

What was happening in the marketplace? (Amos 2:6)

What were the rich people of Israel most interested in? How did the rich treat the poor?

How did the people worship?
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AMOS, continued
What did God want Israel to do?

What would happen if Israel did not stop sinning? (Amos 9)

After all the bad, what would happen that was good? (Amos 9:11-15)

Other interesting information:

2) Ask the teacher to look over your notes to be sure your research is complete.
Teacher’s initials: __________

3) Now use the information above to write a summary report on this question:
What was the situation in Israel? How did Amos contribute to it?

4) Last, you need to plan a visual aid to share with the class. You might consider
drawing a map, showing a picture of locusts eating the land, the Lord measuring
Israel with a plumb line, a shower of fire devouring the land (Amos 7), or doing a
mime.
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Name: _______________________

assyria
1) goal: Learn as much as you can about Assyria and its people.
Suggested Sources:
World Book Encyclopedia—locate Assyria
NIV Study Bible—2 Kings 17, also the introduction to 2 Kings, and the
maps on pages 550-551 and page 556
International Children’s Bible Handbook—pages 92 and 103
God’s Justice—Chapter 20, also pages 45-46
The Children’s Illustrated Bible—page 152

Notes:
When did Assyria attack Israel?

What was the name of the Assyrians’ capital city?

How did they wage war?

Name the king that captured the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Name the king that invaded Judah and tried to capture Jerusalem.

How did the people worship?
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Assyria, continued
What did the Assyrians do to Israel?

What eventually happened to the Assyrian empire?

Describe the Assyrian religion.

Other interesting information:

2) Ask the teacher to look over your notes to be sure your research is complete.
Teacher’s initials: __________

3) Now use the information above to write a summary report on this question:
Describe Assyria and its people. Also, what happened between the Assyrians and
Israel?

4) Last, you need to plan a visual aid to share with the class. You might consider
drawing a picture of what the Assyrian warriors looked like, making a model of an
Assyrian walled city, or drawing a map.
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Name: _______________________

hezekiah
1) goal: Learn as much as you can about King Hezekiah’s involvement during
the Assyrian threat to Judah.
Suggested Sources:
NIV Study Bible—2 Kings 18; Isaiah 36:37
God’s Justice—Chapters 10, 13, and 14
The Children’s Illustrated Bible—page 155

Notes:
What kind of king was Hezekiah?

What was Hezekiah’s tunnel? Why was it built?

What does the tunnel look like today?

In hopes of keeping Assyria out of Judah what did Hezekiah do?
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hezekiah, continued
Hezekiah lived in a dangerous time. Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, marched
right up to the walls of Jerusalem. Below, describe his threats, Isaiah’s prophecy,
and Hezekiah’s response (Hezekiah 18 and 19).

Other interesting information:

2) Ask the teacher to look over your notes to be sure your research is complete.
Teacher’s initials: __________

3) Now use the information above to write a summary report on this question:
Who was King Hezekiah? Describe his involvement during the Assyrian threat to
Judah.

4) Last, you need to plan a visual aid to share with the class. You might consider
drawing a picture of Hezekiah’s tunnel or acting out Hezekiah’s reaction to the
news of Sennacherib’s threats.
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Name: _______________________

HOSEA
1) goal: Who was Hosea? How did God use him?
Suggested Sources:
NIV Study Bible—Hosea 1-14
International Children’s Bible Handbook—page 94
God’s Justice—Chapter 3

Notes:
Who was Hosea? When did he live?

To whom was Hosea called to prophesy?

What was wrong in Israel?

The names for Hosea and Gomer’s children each meant something that was a sign
to Israel. List and describe them below.
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hosea, continued
What would happen if Israel did not repent?

How did the people worship?

What did God want Israel to do?

Other interesting information:

2) Ask the teacher to look over your notes to be sure your research is complete.
Teacher’s initials: __________

3) Now use the information above to write a summary report on this question:
Who was Hosea? How did God use him?

4) Last, you need to plan a visual aid to share with the class. You might consider
making a chart of Hosea and Gomer’s children’s names or making a valentine
from God to Israel with a verse that shows how much God loved God’s people.
(Use Hosea 11 and 14.)
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Name: _______________________

jeremiah
1) goal: Who was Jeremiah? How did God use him?
Suggested Sources:
NIV Study Bible—Jeremiah 1–36
God’s Justice—Chapters 19, 21, 23 and 24
World Book Encyclopedia—Look up “Jeremiah”

Notes:
Who was Jeremiah?

How did Jeremiah feel about being a prophet?

Jeremiah spoke for God in the temple courtyard. What was God unhappy with?

What was the story of Jeremiah’s scroll? (Jeremiah 36:1-32)

What were some of the messages that Jeremiah acted out?
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jeremiah, continued
One of the most important parts in Jeremiah is when he speaks words of hope in
spite of becoming exiled in Babylon. What were his words of hope?

Other interesting information:

2) Ask the teacher to look over your notes to be sure your research is complete.
Teacher’s initials: __________

3) Now use the information above to write a summary report on this question:
Who was Jeremiah? How did God use him?

4) Last, you need to plan a visual aid to share with the class. You might consider
showing pictures of real objects that Jeremiah used in acting out God’s message,
or acting out the messages as Jeremiah did.

Unit 8 / Lesson 7: The Fall of Israel and Judah, Part 1

322

Name: _______________________

josiah
1) goal: Tell the story of Josiah’s reform.
Suggested Sources:
World Book Encyclopedia—Learn about scrolls and scribes
NIV Study Bible—2 Kings 22:1-10; 2 Kings 23:1-15; and 2 Kings 21–25
God’s Justice—Chapters 18

Notes:
What kind of king was Josiah?

How old was Josiah when he became king?

Many Bible scholars believe the scroll was the book of Deuteronomy. What does
Deuteronomy teach?

After hearing God’s word, Josiah wanted to inquire of the Lord concerning the
words of the book. Who did he consult and what was her answer?

What special things did Josiah do that pleased God?
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josiah, continued
Other interesting information:

2) Ask the teacher to look over your notes to be sure your research is complete.
Teacher’s initials: __________

3) Now use the information above to write a summary report on this question:
Tell the story of Josiah’s reform.

4) Last, you need to plan a visual aid to share with the class. You might consider
drawing the story in comic-strip form or writing a short script of the scene of
Shaphan reading from the scroll to the king (2 Kings 22:8-13).
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Name: _______________________

Nebuchadnezzar and the
Babylonians
1) goal: Learn all you can about the extravagant King Nebuchadnezzar and the
Babylonian Empire he ruled.
Suggested Sources:
World Book Encyclopedia—Look up Babylon
NIV Study Bible—2 Kings 24:20 and 2 Kings 25:1-21
International Children’s Bible Handbook —pages 105 and 112
Wikipedia.org/wiki/nebuchadnezzar_II_of Babylon

Notes:
Describe the city of Babylon.

What were the hanging gardens?

Where did the Israelites live after being taken to Babylon?

Which river flowed through the middle of Babylon?

What were the Babylonians sometimes called?

What did the Babylonians do to Judah?

What was the size of the Babylonian empire?
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nebuchadnezzar and the babylonians, continued
Find examples of Nebuchadnezzar’s building projects.

What was the Ishtar Gate?

Describe King Nebuchadnezzar.

How did he treat the people?

What happened to Daniel and his friends?

Other interesting information:

2) Ask the teacher to look over your notes to be sure your research is complete.
Teacher’s initials: __________

3) Now use the information above to write a summary report on this question:
Describe King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Empire he ruled.

4) Last, you need to plan a visual aid to share with the class. You might consider
making a large map of the Babylonian empire, making a model of the Ishtar Gate,
or making a map to show where Daniel and his friends were first taken.
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Information on Four Prophets
Prophet

King

Elijah

Ahab

Time Period

Highlights

audience

874-853 B.C.

Contest with prophets of
Baal at Mt. Carmel

Israel

Amos

Jeroboam
II

793-753 B.C.

Warned against injustice
of ivory mansion dwellers.
Was one of first prophets
to have messages recorded.

Israel

Hosea

Jeroboam
II

793-753 B.C.

His unfaithful wife was an
example of ways Israel had
deserted God. His messages
were recorded.

Israel

Jeremiah

Jehoahaz
Jehoiakim
Johoiachin
Zedekiah

609 B.C.
609-598 B.C.
598-597 B.C.
597-586 B.C.

Promised a new covenant of
the heart. Jehoiakim burned
scroll of Jeremiah’s
prophecies.

Judah
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Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 8: THE FALL OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH, PART 2
Objective
Students will research and share reports to gain a comprehensive view of a 300-year
period. Studies will include the message of the prophets, the actions of Judah’s
good kings, and an overview of the conquering empires that ended the kingdoms
of Israel and Judah.

Key Concepts
• Prophets warned that God would send other nations to conquer God’s people if
they did not keep the covenant.
• The prophets spoke against idolatry and injustice.
• God spoke of God’s love and offered hope for the future through their prophetic
words.
• Hezekiah and Josiah led reform movements to return God’s people to the
covenant.
• Only the poor of Israel and Judah remained in the land God had given. Israel
was conquered by Assyria in 722 B.C. Judah was conquered by Babylonia in
586 B.C.
• The captivity of Judah in Babylon is known as the Exile, which lasted 70 years.

Texts: Amos; 2 Kings 17, 18, 21–25; Isaiah 36:37; Hosea; Jeremiah
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
• Multiple copies of the following research sources:
NIV Study Bibles
God’s Justice by Eve MacMaster
International Children’s Bible Handbook edited by L. Richards
The Children’s Illustrated Bible by Selina Hastings
Any other resources you find helpful
• Research notes sheets from Lesson 7

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials needed.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
How to write a summary report. After students have had enough time to work
on the research notes sheets, demonstrate, using one student’s completed sheet,
how to write a 3- to 4-paragraph summary report. Students will need help in
understanding how to sort and organize information as they write their reports.
You might model creating a summary report—no need to write out the actual
report, but rather demonstrate what could come first, second, and so on. Also
model an attention-grabbing introduction and a conclusion that leaves the reader
thinking.
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LESSON STEPS
1. Write summary reports. Students should spend this class time writing their
summary reports, using their research notes sheets.
When finished, students should revise and then trade reports with another
person from their research group. Students should edit one another’s reports.
The final copy should be due on the day that the reports are presented to the
class.
2. Work on presentations. Be sure to allow time in class today, or another day,
for students to work on their presentations. Review the expectations for the item
they will share with the class. Each research notes sheet gives suggestions, but
students should have freedom to use their own ideas as well.
Students should spend time creating their items to share. Original research
groups should meet together, making sure that each person is doing a different
and unique project. They may need to swap ideas to help each other out. (This
part of the presentation could also be completed at home.)

EXTEND THE LESSON
(None)
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Prophets, Kings, and Nations
LESSON 9: THE FALL OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH, PART 3
Objective
Students will research and share reports to gain a comprehensive view of a 300-year
period. Studies will include the message of the prophets, the actions of Judah’s
good kings, and an overview of the conquering empires that ended the kingdoms
of Israel and Judah.

Key Concepts
• Prophets warned that God would send other nations to conquer God’s people if
they did not keep the covenant.
• The prophets spoke against idolatry and injustice.
• God spoke of God’s love and offered hope for the future through their prophetic
words.
• Hezekiah and Josiah led reform movements to return God’s people to the
covenant.
• Only the poor of Israel and Judah remained in the land God had given. Israel
was conquered by Assyria in 722 B.C. Judah was conquered by Babylonia in
586 B.C.
• The captivity of Judah in Babylon is known as the Exile, which lasted 70 years.

Texts: Amos; 2 Kings 17, 18, 21–25; Isaiah 36:37; Hosea; Jeremiah
Estimated Lesson Time: 40 minutes
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

“The Fall” Evaluation (p. 332)
Student timelines
Student summary reports
12" x 18" sheets construction paper (1 per student)
For Extend the Lesson: student Bibles

Teacher Preparation
• Gather materials
• Make copies of “The Fall” evaluation form, one per student.
• Copy students’ summary reports, making one copy of each report per student.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Prepare to give reports. The original seven research groups need to meet together
to determine one group member who will share their summary paper aloud with
the class.

LESSON STEPS
1. Give summary reports. Have students show their items, or present their
reports in other ways, with the rest of the class. Groups should present in
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chronological order, with one group member first reading their report, and then
each of the members sharing their items.
2. “The Fall” evaluation. When each person has presented, students should
turn in their research notes sheets, summary reports, and the items they shared.
Distribute “Fall Evaluation” forms, asking students to grade themselves. Then you
can evaluate each item using the same form.
3. Work on timelines. Record the Fall of Samaria and the Exile on student timelines and note God’s work.
4. Introduce Psalm 34:18 as the final memory passage for this unit. Discuss its
significance for the people in exile, as well as its relevance today.
Note: Distribute the copied summary reports to the students, so each one has a
copy of every student’s report. They should staple the sheets together in chronological
order, using the timeline as their guide. Use a sheet of 12" x18" construction paper
to create the front and back covers. The booklet can be titled, “Prophets, Kings, and
Nations.” Students should also copy Psalm 34:18 onto the front cover.

EXTEND THE LESSON
(These activities will extend the lesson to longer than 40 minutes.)
• Read aloud Psalm 137 and discuss the following concepts:
—What must it have felt like to be living in exile?
—The Babylonian captors forced the people to sing their songs. The people felt
anger and were able to express their feelings to God. How did this help them?
—Jesus taught us that we do not need to seek vengeance when we’ve been
wronged (verses 8-9). God is great enough to handle our anger when we
express it. What does that mean for us as God’s people?
—God probably grieved with the Israelite people. God had tried so hard to show
them what they needed to do to stay in the land. What do you think God
grieves about today?
—What have you learned about what God wants God’s people to do and be?
—What statements can you make about the Lord?
—What do you think the prophets would say to God’s people today?
• Search for scripture passages in the books of the prophets that speak of hope.
Students could also search the Psalms for passages that reiterate the Psalm 34:18
passage, that the Lord is close to the brokenhearted.
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“The Fall” Evaluation
Name: __________________________________

STUDENT

COMPONENT

TEACHER

___/50

The item shared is creative and unique.
It is carefully done and reflects understanding
of the concepts.

___/50

___/10

The presentation was interesting and held
the audience’s attention.

___/10

___/60

The summary report is completed, using
strong organization, answers the goal
question, and reflects understanding of the
concepts.

___/60

___/50

The research notes sheet is thoughtfully
completed and turned in.

___/50

___/10

Instructions given by the teacher were
followed.

___/10

___/10

Time in class was spent wisely.

___/10

___/10

Student contributed, and worked well in
the research group.

___/10

___/200

TOTAL

___/200

Comments:
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Travel Log Evaluation
Name: __________________________________

PROMPT

EVALUATION COMPONENT

POINTS

Voice: Samuel
Prompt: Describe the kind of
king Israel will
receive. How do you
feel about this?

Writing is thoughtful and best
effort is given.

___/10

Writing reflects understanding of
the concepts.

___/20

Voice: David
Prompt: Samuel has just
anointed you to be king
of Israel. Write a letter
or poem to God
expressing your
feelings.

Writing is thoughtful and best
effort is given.

___/10

Writing reflects understanding of
the concepts.

___/20

Voice: Elijah
Prompt: How did the event at
Mt. Horeb change
you?

Writing is thoughtful and best
effort is given.

___/10

Writing reflects understanding of
the concepts.

___/20

TOTAL

___/90
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Name ______________________

Unit 8—Review #2
1. The prophet who stood in the presence of God was:
a. Elisha
b. Joshua
c. Jeremiah
d. Elijah
2. The 70-year captivity of Judah in Babylon is known as _____________________.
3. The festival called ____________________________________ remembers Israel’s time
in the wilderness and is celebrated with feasting outdoors in September or
October.
4. In 722 B.C., Israel was conquered by _________________________.
5. Solomon was the son of __________________________.
6. Briefly describe Solomon’s temple:

7. The prophets spoke out against injustice and idolatry. What warning did the
prophets give to Israel?

8. What have you learned about what God desires for God’s people? How can you
apply it to your life today?
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Unit 3 Review #2: Answer Key
1. The prophet who stood in the presence of God was:
d. Elijah
2. The 70-year captivity of Judah in Babylon is known as

the Exile

.

3. The festival called
Feast of Tabernacles remembers Israel’s time
in the wilderness and is celebrated with feasting outdoors in September or
October.
4. In 722 B.C., Israel was conquered by
5. Solomon was the son of

King David

Assyria

.

.

6. Briefly describe Solomon’s temple:
The temple was overlaid with gold and cedar. It contained an inner sanctuary
where the Ark of the Covenant was placed.
7. The prophets spoke out against injustice and idolatry. What warning did the
prophets give to Israel?
The prophets warned Israel that God would send other nations to conquer them
if they did not keep the covenant.
8. What have you learned about what God desires for God’s people? How can you
apply it to your life today?
God desires that God’s people live justly and recognize and worship the Lord as
their only God. God seeks out God’s people and desires a personal relationship
with them. (Answers will vary.)
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